AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

May 22 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

speech that will talk about sacrifice and
will call people to the memory of those
who have come before us and lay out the
sacrifices that we're going to need to do
in the future if we expect the world to
be free.

And T can’t wait to go. It's going to be
one of the best parts of the trip. It's going
to be a memorable trip, and I'm confident
that the trip to Normandy will be one of
the great highlights of the trip.

Mr. Malar. Mr. President, I want to
thank you very much. I wish you all the
best.

The President. Thank you, sir.

Mr. Malar. And God bless you.
The President. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The interview was taped on May 21
at 1:24 p.m. in the Map Room at the White
House for later broadcast, and the transcript
was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on May 22. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Usama bin Laden, leader
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization; and
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel. Mr.
Malar referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of
the Palestinian Authority. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.
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I'm looking forward to my trip to Eu-
rope. I'm going to take a couple of mes-
sages.

One, of course, I appreciate the friend-
ship with the European people, our strong
alliance, and that our alliance must remain
tough in the war against global terror, that
even though we've had some initial suc-
cesses, there’s still danger for countries
which embrace freedom, countries such as
ours or Germany, France, Russia, or Italy.
And as an alliance, we must continue to
fight against global terror. We've got to be
tough.

Secondly, friends benefit through free
trade. I will reaffirm our commitment to
trade. I hope the United States Senate fin-
ishes debate on the trade promotion au-
thority and passes the bill. It's going to
be important for our friends around the
world to see this commitment to trade.
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Trade is in the interests of our workers.
Trade is in the interest of job creation,
and trade is in the interest of developing
nations as well as developed nations. And
so I want to thank those in the United
States Senate, both Republicans and Demo-
crats, who have worked hard on this bill.
I hope they finish the debate and pass this
important legislation. Itll be a strong posi-
tive message.

I'm looking forward to the trip. I'm hon-
ored to represent the greatest nation on
the face of the Earth in capitals around
Europe. And I look forward to reporting
back to the American people upon my re-
turn.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 6:05 a.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / May 23

The President’s News Conference With Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of

Germany in Berlin

May 23, 2002

[The Chancellor’s remarks are joined in
progress.]

Chancellor Schroeder. welcome you
most warmly here to the garden of the
Chancellery. We have exceedingly been
looking forward to this visit of the U.S.
American President, George W. Bush. And
the results of our conversations I think are
such that we have every reason to be
pleased.

U.S. American are in an exceedingly
healthy state. It's a very friendly atmos-
phere; that has become abundantly clear
in all of our conversations. But I also think
that there is a tremendous amount of
agreement between the two of us and our
two countries as regards the assessment of
the situation around the world.

Now, to begin with, we have started to
talk about, very intensely, about the U.S.
American-European relations. I think what
the American President and the Russian
President have agreed together regarding
questions of disarmament, but also regard-
ing the process of approachment of Russia
towards NATO, that that is of historic im-
portance. And I would very much say
that—and we both agree that this process
is going to be topped by what we're going
to be doing in Rome on the 28th of May
together. The world is going to be a safer
place for it, and I think it’s a tremendous
success not only of America but of this
special U.S. American President.

We then, obviously, talked about the on-
going necessity to continue with our joint
fight against international terrorism. And I
have been able to brief the President about
my visit to Kabul and about the necessity
of maintaining the protection force on the
ground, the ISAF. They are the force to
guarantee a minimum of security and,
therefore, a minimum perspective of hope

of reconstruction for people in this country.
This is also important: We want to rebuild
economic and social structures in the coun-
try. We're very much in agreement that
we have every reason to trust the interim
Government with Interim President Karzai
and to give them all of the support that
they need to move their country forward
as a way of their own momentum.

Now, we very much agree that it is nec-
essary and important to make sure we move
the peace process forward in the Middle
East. I have emphasized very strongly that
the President’s speech in Washington was
a milestone regarding this situation. He
went in and made it abundantly clear what
we all believe in—at least we, too, certainly
believe in—that Israel has got a guaran-
teed—l[inaudible]—right of safe existence
within strong and reliable borders, that it
needs to be recognized by all of its neigh-
bors, and that by the end of the day, cer-
tainly there is going to be an independent
Palestinian state too.

And we’re very much agreed that this
is a job to be done by the international
community of states, certainly by means of
the Quartet that arose from Madrid—the
United States of America, the United Na-
tions, Europe, and Russia. Now, this Quar-
tet is hopefully going to support the con-
structive process as well as they can, be-
cause we really need stability and peaceful
development for this region, specifically.

We very much share the concern about
the existing conflict between Pakistan, on
one hand side, and India on the other
hand. And we’re very much agreed that
we have to do whatever we can to bring
a peaceful solution to this conflict. I mean,
we must make sure that no further esca-
lation happens over there.
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