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Message on the Observance of Armenian Remembrance Day

April 24, 2002

Today, we commemorate an appalling
tragedy of the 20th century, the massacre
of as many as 1.5 million Armenians
through forced exile and murder at the end
of the Ottoman Empire. These horrific
killings left wounds that remain painful for
people in Armenia, in Turkey, and around
the world. I join the Armenian community
in America and across the globe in mourn-
ing this horrendous loss of life.

Today is an occasion for the world to
reflect upon and draw lessons from these
terrible events. It is a day for recognizing
that demonizing others lays the foundation
for a dark cycle of hatred. Transcending
this venomous pattern requires painful
introspection about the past and wise deter-
mination to forge a new future based on
truth and reconciliation. In this spirit, I
look forward to Turkey restoring economic,
political, and cultural links with Armenia.

The United States greatly values the con-
tributions that Armenians make to our na-
tional life. With faith and courage, genera-
tions of Armenians have overcome great
suffering and proudly preserved their cen-
turies-old culture, traditions, and religion.
The United States is also deeply grateful
for Armenia’s swift and decisive coopera-
tion in the war against terrorism. ]ust as
the United States reached out to the Arme-
nian people to provide shelter and freedom

early in the last century, so did Armenia
extend a supportive hand to the American
people in the immediate aftermath of Sep-
tember 11. Our two peoples stand together
in this fight in support of values that define
civilization itself.

I am also very proud of America’s strong
support for a free Armenian state, whose
citizens enjoy the fruits of peace and in-
creasing prosperity. In the months to come,
America will continue to increase its secu-
rity cooperation with Armenia and with Ar-
menia’s neighbors to combat terrorism and
pursue a lasting and just settlement to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, which will
strengthen peace and stability in the
Caucasus. The United States will also con-
tinue its strong support for Armenia’s ef-
forts to develop democratic and free market
institutions, and to deepen its integration
into the Euro-Atlantic community.

On behalf of the American people, I
send warm wishes and expressions of soli-
darity to the Armenian people on this sol-
emn day of remembrance. Together, our
nations look with hope and determination
toward a future of peace, prosperity, and
freedom.

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at a Reception for Senatorial Candidate John Thune in Sioux

Falls, South Dakota
April 24, 2002

Thank you all very much. Thank you.
It is great to be back in South Dakota.
I want to thank you all for such a warm
and gracious welcome. I am here because
I want John Thune to become the next

United States Senator. I want to thank you
for helping him. He is—my attitude is, any-
time you find a person of high character
and strong values, you've got to help him,
and I want to thank you for doing that.
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I'm going to spare you from a lot of
my speech that I'm going to give a little
later on, but I do want to tell you it’s
a huge honor to represent the greatest
country on the face of the Earth. We've
got a lot on our plate, and I hope to have
this good man beside me in the United
States Senate, just like he has been beside
me as a fine Member of the United States
House of Representatives.

We've got a war to win, and we're going
to win the war. We've got an economy to
worry about, and we’re going to make the
right decisions to encourage economic vital-
ity and growth in all sectors, including the
agricultural sector.

Today I had the honor of going to an
ethanol plant. I made it very clear to the
people there—and I'm going to continue
to make it clear—that I meant what I said
when I ran for President, that value-added
processing—ethanol—is good for South Da-
kota; it’s good for farmers; it’s also good
for America.

One of the things I also said—I remem-
ber clearly, when I came to South Dakota
campaigning—I said if you give me a
chance to be President, I'll work hard to
cut the taxes on the people of our country.
And thankfully, we did. And we did so right
at the right time.

There’s—some people up there in Wash-
ington read a different textbook than John
and I read. [Laughter] You see, we believe
that if you let people have their own
money—and it’s not the Government’s
money, of course; it's your money—that
you'll spend it. And when you spend it,
somebody produces a good and service.
And when they produce a good and service
to meet the demand, that means somebody
is going to work. The best way to encour-
age the creation of jobs is not through ex-
cessive Federal Government; it is through
trusting the people of our country with
their own money. We cut the taxes, and
we cut them at the right time.

I'm going to talk about some other issues
a little later on, but one thing I want to
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remind our country is that we’re great. And
we're great not because of our Govern-
ment; we're great because of our people.
The thing that I am most proud about,
about America, right after this terrible inci-
dent of September the 11th, is the Amer-
ican spirit: how strong we have stood in
the face of terror; how determined we are
as a nation to defend that which we hold
most dear, which is our freedoms; and how
compassionate our nation can be.

I'm going to say this a little later on,
but I want to say it again here—that we
can fight evil and will, with a strong mili-
tary. But at home, we need to fight evil
through acts of compassion and decency
and kindness. As Americans love a neighbor
just like they'd like to be loved themselves,
we show the world the true face of this
great country and in so doing stand square-
ly—squarely—in the face of evil.

I want to thank you all for the many
prayers—I had some pictures taken back
there, and a lot of people came through
and said, “Mr. President, we pray for you
and your family.” It means a lot to me.
It means a lot to me to be a President
of a country that prays for their President,
and it means a lot to me to be the Presi-
dent of a country that is full of so many
decent and honorable and hard-working
and bold Americans.

Again, T want to thank you for helping
John. This is a very important election. He
is—I stand here knowing the character of
the man. I know his values. I know his
strengths. He will be great for South Da-
kota in the United States Senate, and he
will be great for America as its next Sen-
ator.

Thank you all for coming, and God bless.
Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. at
the Sioux Falls Convention Center.
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Remarks at a South Dakota Republican Party Rally in Sioux Falls

April 24, 2002

The President. Thank you all very much.
Thank you very much; thank you for that
warm welcome. I'm really glad T came back
to South Dakota. John said to me, he said,
“Well, you might want to come over to
South Dakota. A few of my friends might
show up.” [Laughter] T want to thank all
of you for coming.

I'm here for a couple of reasons. First,
I'm here because I firmly believe that John
Thune should be the next United States
Senator from South Dakota. And I'm here
to thank the people of this good State who
work so hard for the Republican Party, who
know that our party represents strength and
compassion, that we trust the people of
America. I want to thank those of you who
man the phones and lick the envelopes,
who carry the signs. I want to thank the
grassroots support that are so incredibly im-
portant not only for making sure our point
of view is heard but incredibly important
part of our democracy. Your job of turning
out the vote and talking to the neighbors
and going to the coffee shops and spread-
ing the word is incredibly important. And
it’s going to be an important reason why
John Thune gets elected next November.

I want to thank John’s wife, Kimberley,
for making the sacrifice necessary to—for
her husband to run for this high office.
John and I share something in common;
that is, we both married above ourselves.
[Laughter] My regret is that my wife,
Laura, isn’'t with me here tonight. But I
will tell you, I am incredibly proud of this
fine soul. She is doing a great job as the
First Lady for our country.

Audience member. [Inaudible]—in South
Dakotal

The President. 1 had the honor of serving
as the Governor of my State, and while
I was the Governor, I got to know the
Governor of your State. He is—he’s one
of a kind. [Laughter] T'm proud to be with

my old Governor friend, and I know you're
proud of the job he’s doing as your Gov-
ernor. I also want to thank the first lady,
Mary Dean, as well.

I want to thank the party chairman, Joel
Rosenthal. T want to thank the national
committeeman, the national committee-
woman. I want to thank you all.

This is a—this is a really large crowd.
[Laughter] It says something about the vi-
tality of our message, and it says something
about the strength of our candidate for the
United States Senate. Here’s what I like
about John. I like his values. I respect his
intellect. T appreciate his dedication to hard
work and his desire to get things done in
Washington, DC, on behalf of the citizens
of South Dakota. He’s not afraid to stand
up for what he believes, and it’s refreshing
to hear his voice amongst the shrill par-
tisans in Washington, DC. He’s a steady
hand, and he’s a man with whom I can
work.

We've worked on big issues thus far. One
of the most important issues we worked
on was making sure the people of South
Dakota and America got to keep more of
their hard-earned dollars. When it comes
time to spending money in Washington,
DC, both of us understand the money
we're spending is not the Government’s
money. The money we're spending is the
people’s money. And we cut your taxes
right at the right time.

You know, our economy was floundering.
When I went into office, the economy was
grinding down, and that deeply troubled
me. Anytime somebody in this country
wants to work and they can't find a job,
I'm troubled by that. But I understood this
economic fact: If you let people keep their
own money, theyre going to spend it;
they're going to demand something. And
when they demand a good or a service,
somebody is going to produce a good or
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