
642 

Apr. 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

support you all, have elderly help out in 
Neighborhood Watch. I mean, there are 
ways citizens can join in this war against 
terror. 

And there are other ways as well. If you 
mentor a child, you’re doing some good. 
If you say to a shut-in, ‘‘What can I do 
to help you out,’’ you’re doing some good. 
If you go to your church or synagogue or 
mosque and help people feed the hungry, 
you’re doing some good. And it’s the mil-
lions of acts of kindness and compassion 
which stand squarely in the face of evil. 

I am so proud—I am so proud of the 
way America has responded. You know, I 
think we’re beginning to defeat the old cul-
ture which said, ‘‘If it feels good, just go 
ahead and do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else.’’ You’ve lived 
the culture of personal responsibility, of 
being responsible for something greater 
than yourself. That’s what the firefighter 
does. And making the sacrifice and risking 
your life, you’re a part of a movement, of 
a culture that says, ‘‘It’s important to serve 
something greater.’’ 

That was best seen in Flight 93. It’s one 
of the moments that I’ll never forget— 
when brave men and women on a flight 
were told via telephone on the plane that 
America was under attack and they, them-
selves, had become a weapon. They said 

to their loved ones—they told their loved 
ones they loved them; they said a prayer; 
one guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll’’; and they drove 
an airplane in the ground, to serve some-
thing greater than themselves in life. 

Out of this evil will come incredible good 
in America. Out of the evil done to our 
country will come more peace in the world, 
a culture of personal responsibility, a will-
ingness to serve something greater than 
ourselves in life. The enemy thought they 
hit a weak nation, but instead they hit the 
greatest nation on the face of the Earth. 
And it is my honor to be the President 
of the greatest nation. 

Thank you all. May God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:08 p.m. in 
the International Ballroom at the Wash-
ington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Hal Bruno, chairman, National 
Fallen Firefighters Foundation; R. David 
Paulison, U.S. Fire Administrator, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency; Daniel A. 
Nigro, chief, Fire Department of New York 
City; Ed Plaugher, chief, Arlington County 
Fire Department, Arlington, VA; and Terry 
Shaffer, chief, Shanksville Volunteer Fire 
Department, Shanksville, PA. H.R. 3379, to 
designate the Raymond M. Downey Post Of-
fice Building, approved April 18, was as-
signed Public Law No. 107–167. 

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters in Beltsville, Maryland 
April 19, 2002 

Death of Canadian Troops in Afghanistan 

The President. I want to say publicly 
what I told Jean Chretien the other day, 
that how sorry I am that Canadian soldiers 
lost their lives in Afghanistan. It was a ter-
rible accident, and parents and loved ones 
of the soldiers have my most heartfelt sym-
pathy. And I wish we could bring them 
back, but we can’t. 

I appreciate so very much our sacrifices 
that the Canadians are making in the war 
against terror. And again, sorry this acci-
dent took place. 

Q. Sir, should there have been better 
communication between the—— 

The President. We’ll find out. We’ll find 
out what took place. It’s just a terrible acci-
dent. 
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Situation in the Middle East 
Q. Some international groups criticized 

conditions in some of the camps in Pal-
estine as horrific. 

The President. Well, we’ll find—again, I 
think there’s a—I share a deep concern 
about the humanitarian plight of people 
who live in that region. Obviously, I worry 
about families whose lives have been af-
fected by the terror. I think it’s very impor-
tant for all of us as we—work toward a 
vision of peace to understand that we must 
provide hope where there is no hope, pro-
vide an opportunity where there seems to 
be no opportunity; that the best way for 
a lasting peace is for countries in the re-
gions to uphold their responsibilities and 
remember that a peaceful situation requires 
there to be an opportunity for the Palestin-
ians, peace for the Israelis. I am concerned 
about the living conditions of people 
throughout the region, and all governments 
have responsibilities for those living condi-
tions. 

I worry about high unemployment rate 
in countries in the region. And I worry 
about the fact that some young feel like 
they have no hope, and we need to work 
together to provide hope. Part of a lasting 
peace is for there to be hope in the region. 

Energy Legislation 
Q. Mr. President, will you sign an energy 

bill without ANWR? 
The President. There is a energy bill with 

ANWR passed by the House, an energy 
bill without ANWR passed by the Senate— 
soon to be energy bill without ANWR 
passed by the Senate. And we’ll see what 
happens. I do think it is very important 
for the American people to understand we 
need more supply to offset the national se-
curity risk of importing oil from parts of 
the world that do not like America. And 
I am confident we can find more supply 
in an environmentally friendly way. 

Visit to James J. Rowley Training Center 
Q. Tell us about your visit this morning. 

We understand you got behind the wheel. 
The President. I did get behind the 

wheel. 
Q. How did it go? 
The President. Have you ever done a J- 

turn before? 
Q. No, sir. 
The President. I have. [Laughter] 
Q. [Inaudible] 
The President. Yes, it is. At least, this 

is the first time I’ll ever admit to doing 
a J-turn. 

Q. Did you pull it off? 
The President. Let me just say this: The 

Secret Service has got some of the best 
instructors in the world, and they took a 
fellow who hadn’t been driving much and 
taught me the J-turn. It was a pretty excit-
ing feeling. 

Q. Looking forward to doing it in the 
pick-up, sir? 

The President. There will be no J-turns 
in Crawford. [Laughter] 

Situation in the Middle East 
Q. There are critics who say that you’re 

easing up on Israel and that your com-
ments—— 

The President. I think what people need 
to do is to read my speech in the Rose 
Garden, where I laid out a vision for peace 
and called upon all parties to uphold their 
responsibilities. In order for there to be 
peace, leaders must lead, and people must 
be responsible. There is joint and shared 
responsibility for peace. Israelis have got 
responsibility; the Palestinian Authority has 
got responsibility; and the nations in the 
region have got responsibility. And if there 
is a sincere desire for peace—which I hope 
there is, and I certainly have—then my job 
is to continue to lay out that vision and 
to call upon people to achieve—to do that 
which is necessary to achieve the peace. 

Listen, thank you all. I hope you have 
a great weekend. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 1:08 p.m. at 
the U.S. Secret Service James J. Rowley 
Training Center. In his remarks, he referred 
to Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada; 

and ANWR, the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

The President’s Radio Address 
April 20, 2002 

Good morning. This week Secretary of 
State Colin Powell returned from the Mid-
dle East and reported on his intensive and 
productive meetings. 

In this region, we are confronting hatred 
that is centuries old and disputes that have 
lingered for decades. Yet, America has a 
vision for peace, and by calling all the lead-
ers of the Middle East to their responsibil-
ities, Secretary Powell made progress to-
ward peace. 

To defuse the current crisis, the Pales-
tinian Authority must act on its words of 
condemnation against terror. Israel must 
continue its withdrawals. All Arab nations 
must confront terror in their own region. 
All parties must stop funding or inciting 
terror and must state clearly that a mur-
derer is not a martyr; he or she is just 
a murderer. 

All parties must realize that the only 
long-term solution is for two states, Israel 
and Palestine, to live side by side in secu-
rity and peace. This will require hard 
choices and real leadership by Israelis and 
Palestinians and their Arab neighbors. 

The time is now for all of us to make 
the choice for peace. America will continue 
to work toward this vision of peace in the 
Middle East, and America continues to 
press forward in our war against global ter-
ror. We will use every available tool to 
tighten the noose around the terrorists and 
their supporters. And when it comes to the 
threat of terror, the only path to safety 
is the path of action. 

In the days just after September the 
11th, I told the American people our war 

against terrorism would be a different war, 
fought on many fronts. And we are making 
progress on many fronts. Yesterday the 
United States and the world’s other leading 
industrialized nations blocked the financial 
assets of another 10 terrorists and terrorist 
organizations. This joint action among close 
allies is an important step in choking off 
the financial pipeline that pays for terrorist 
training and attacks. 

A total of 161 nations around the world 
have joined together to block more than 
$100 million of suspected terrorist assets. 
The United States also works with our 
friends and allies around the world to 
round up individual terrorists, such as Abu 
Zubaydah, a top Al Qaida leader captured 
in Pakistan. From Spain to Singapore, our 
partners are breaking up terrorist cells and 
disrupting their plans. Altogether, more 
than 1,600 terrorists and their supporters 
have been arrested or detained in 95 for-
eign nations. 

In Afghanistan, the United States and its 
partners are pressing forward with a mili-
tary campaign against Al Qaida and the 
Taliban. More than a dozen of our NATO 
Allies are contributing forces to this fight. 
Right now, hundreds of Royal Marines 
from Great Britain are leading an operation 
to clear and seal off regions where our en-
emies are trying to regroup to commit mur-
der and mayhem and to undermine Af-
ghanistan’s efforts to build a lasting peace. 

And we’re working with nations such as 
Yemen, the Philippines, and Georgia that 
seek our help in training and equipping 
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