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of these programs. These programs don't
have giant bureaucracies and endless rules
in which they become entangled. They
keep their focus on their mission. They
don’t keep hours. [Laughter] They're open
when needed.

There’s been some anticrime programs
based upon faith, like Brother Rivers, out
of Boston, Massachusetts, who has done a
fantastic job.

And so this act recognizes that part of
the mosaic of aid and comfort in America
comes from the faith community and that
we shouldn’t fear faith, we ought to wel-
come it in our society. I urge that the
“CARE Act” get passed out of the Senate
by Memorial Day.

I want to thank the neighborhood healers
who are here. One of the things I brag
about is the entrepreneurial spirit in Amer-
ica. But people have got to understand, the
entrepreneurial spirit just doesn’t pertain to
starting a business. Our entrepreneurial
spirit also pertains to helping people. And
one of the great joys of being a candidate
and eventually President is the opportunity
to see these little programs that start up
because somebody has heard a call. I mean,
it's an unbelievable part of the fabric of
our Nation. Somebody has heard the—said,
“T think I'm going to take my energy and
my talent into a neighborhood where no-
body else has dared walk,” and have
changed people’s lives.

And it is amazing what happens, amazing
what happens when you start off—Brother
Lusk here started off with—I don’t even
think—well, it might have been a building;
it looked like a building. [Laughter] But

now he’s got this magnificent place in
inner-city Philadelphia, because he had a
vision and a dream to make something hap-
pen.

But it is the effect—and why I feel so
strongly about this mission that we're all
on is because when that one soul who de-
cides to do something changes a heart, it
is likely that heart that's been changed is
willing to change another heart. And it’s
that effect that will have an incredibly pro-
found effect on all of us.

In order to fight evil, we must do good.
It is the gathering momentum of millions
of acts of kindness and compassion which
define the true face of America, that shows
what this country is truly made out of. On
the one hand, we are strong and tough
militarily, but on the other hand, that is—
we are a nation that is compassionate and
decent and caring. And no evil, no terrorist
can extinguish that light.

God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Secretary of Labor
Elaine Chao, who introduced the President;
Theodore Cardinal McCarrick, Archbishop
of Washington; Rev. Eugene Rivers, pastor,
Azusa Christian Community, and cofounder,
Boston Ten Point Coalition; and Rev. Her-
bert Lusk II, pastor, Greater Exodus Baptist
Church, and founder/president, People for
People, Inc. The President also referred to
S. 1924, entitled “Charity Aid, Recovery, and
Empowerment Act of 2002,” and H.R. 7, en-
titled “Community Solutions Act of 2001.”

Statement on Senate Action on Election Reform Legislation

April 11, 2002

I commend the Senate for passing an
election reform bill and bringing us a step
closer to enacting legislation this year. I

look forward to working with conferees to
make sure the reforms reflect the principles
outlined by the bipartisan Ford/Carter
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Commission that respect the primacy of
State and local governments and envision

a limited but responsible role for the Fed-
eral Government.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Pension Reform

Legislation
Apm'l 11, 2002

Employees need more information about
their pension plans and more control over
them. I commend Chairman Thomas,
Chairman Boehner, and Congressman
Portman, and the bipartisan majority in the
House for passing pension reform legisla-
tion that accomplishes these objectives. The

The President’s Radio Address
April 13, 2002

Good morning. Monday is tax day, and
this year tax day will be different. This year
your tax rates are lower, and you will keep
more of your hard-earned money to spend
or save as you see fit.

Last year I signed a tax relief bill that
will continue to reduce Federal taxes by
more than a trillion dollars over the next
10 years. Relief began almost immediately.
Single taxpayers received checks for up to
$300. Single parent taxpayers received up
to $500. And married couples received up
to $600. By now, American taxpayers have
already benefited from $57 billion in tax
relief.

Yet, when it comes to tax relief, once
is not enough. So the best news is that
tax relief is continuing this year. The child
credit was increased to $600 and made
available to lower income Americans. For
a single mom with two kids making
$18,000, this one change alone provides
$800 in tax relief. We're beginning a new
low 10-percent bracket this year. We're
making it easier for low-income workers to
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reforms will give employees better access
to investment advice, additional notice of
blackouts, and increased ability to diversify.
Importantly, the reforms adhere to the
principle that what is right for executives
is also right for workers. I look forward
to Senate action on this critical issue.

take their first steps up the ladder of op-
portunity. And starting this year, you will
be able to save more of your money, tax
free, whether in an education savings ac-
count, an IRA, or a 401(k).

Tax relief helps the working people of
our country with more money to provide
for their families and pay their bills. And
perhaps the best news of all is that even
more relief is on the way for many years
to come.

The tax bill will continue to increase the
child credit up to $1,000 per child by the
year 2010. The marriage tax will be re-
duced. And the unfair death tax will be
completely abolished. Millions of successful
small businesses that pay on the personal
income tax schedule will find their taxes
are going down.

And when the tax cut is fully phased
in, 43 million married couples will see their
taxes reduced on average by over $1,700
per year. Thirty-eight million families with
children will receive an annual tax cut of
almost $1,500 to help pay for education,
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