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budget focuses on the pressing needs of 
our country and on the basic needs of our 
citizens. I am committed to building a 
strong economy that spreads its benefits to 
everyone. This goal reaches beyond politics 
or party, and I’m confident that Congress 
will join me in the work ahead. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:20 p.m. 
on January 11 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
January 12. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
January 11 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks on Departure for East Moline, Illinois, and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
January 14, 2002 

President’s Health 

The President. My mother always said 
when you’re eating pretzels, chew before 
you swallow. Listen to your mother. I feel 
great—looking forward to a good trip. 

Q. What happened? 
The President. I hit the deck and woke 

up, and there was Barney and Spot showing 
a lot of concern. I didn’t realize what hap-

pened until I looked in the mirror and my 
glasses cut my side of my face. 

I feel great. I had good blood pressure 
last night, good blood pressure this morn-
ing. 

Q. [Inaudible] 
The President. Yes, yes. Anyway, going 

to have a great trip. Good to see you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:05 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. 

Remarks to Employees of John Deere Harvester Works in East Moline, 
Illinois 
January 14, 2002 

Thank you all very much. Thank you all. 
I thought for a while, when they told me 
that I was going to receive a gift here, 
that old Chuck was going to bring a pret-
zel—[laughter]—those kind that are easy to 
chew. [Laughter] If my mother is listening, 
Mother, I should have listened to you. Al-
ways chew your pretzels before you swal-
low. [Laughter] When I work the ropelines, 
people bring their children, and I always 
turn to the child, especially the teenagers, 
and say, ‘‘Listen to your mother. It’s the 

best advice I can give you.’’ I obviously 
needed to do the same thing last night. 

But I’m feeling great and so honored 
to be here. Thank you very much for letting 
me come to this fantastic plant. I’m im-
pressed by the size of these monsters. 
[Laughter] It kind of makes me think I 
need a bigger ranch. [Laughter] 

I’m also impressed by the quality of the 
work. It’s a great tribute to the men and 
women who work the floor here, which is 
a great tribute to the country, that we’ve 

r 24 2004 10:45 Jul 26, 2004 Jkt 193762 PO 00000 Frm 00057 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193762A.XXX 193762A



58 

Jan. 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

got such good workers, such an entrepre-
neurial spirit. And part of my job is to 
make sure we preserve that spirit. 

It’s also an honor to be here on the 
Mississippi River. The river really links our 
country together, and so I’m going to start 
here, and then I’m going to go down to 
Missouri to talk to some farmers. And then 
I’m going to go down to New Orleans, to 
the Port of New Orleans, from whence 
your product and the products you help 
harvest leave our country for foreign mar-
kets. 

It’s my way of doing a couple of things: 
one, reminding America about how impor-
tant the food and fiber system is to our 
economy; reminding America that those 
who grow food and those who help the 
farmers harvest that food are an incredibly 
important part to the future of our country. 
The food and fiber industry represents $1.3 
trillion of gross domestic product in the 
year 2000. It employed over 24 million peo-
ple. 

I’m also here not only to remind people 
about the importance of food and fiber but 
to remind people that we need to make 
sure we create jobs in this country. And 
I’ve got some ideas I want to share with 
you on how we do just that. There’s no 
better place to do this than on the mighty 
Mississippi River. 

I appreciate members of my Cabinet 
traveling with me, Secretary Evans and 
Secretary Veneman, both of whom are 
doing a fine job representing all segments 
of our society. I want to thank Members 
of the United States Congress who are 
here: Senator Harkin from Iowa, Senator 
Fitzgerald from Illinois, thank you both for 
being here. I appreciate a Member of the 
United States House, Lane Evans, who rep-
resents this district. And they must have 
changed the immigration laws because they 
let two Congressmen from Iowa in here. 
[Laughter] Congressman Ganske and Con-
gressman Leach, thank you both for com-
ing. 

I appreciate the mayor of East Moline 
and the mayor of Moline for greeting me 
here today. Thank you both for coming. 
I want to thank the officers of John Deere. 
I want to thank Bob Lane and John Gault. 
And I want to thank Chuck Thompson and 
all the hard-working folks here at this plant. 
Thank you for greeting me. It’s my honor 
to be here. 

The role of Government is not to create 
wealth; the role of Government is to create 
conditions in which jobs are created, in 
which people can find work. And I want 
to share with you some of my thoughts 
about how best to do that. 

The first condition to make sure that 
people can find work is to make sure our 
Nation is secure, secure against an enemy 
that wants to attack us. That starts with 
having a robust, active, strong homeland 
security for our country. 

People say, ‘‘What does that mean?’’ 
Well, it means anytime you get a hint that 
somebody wants to harm us, you do some-
thing about it. It means you share intel-
ligence with people all across the world, 
so that we know if somebody is coming 
our way. It means we’ve changed the na-
ture of our law enforcement, so that pre-
venting an attack is the number one priority 
of the FBI and local law enforcement. It 
means we’re going to have our ears up 
and our eyes open. It means we’ll be alert. 
And it means if we catch anybody trying 
to harm America or thinking about harming 
America, we’re going to bring them to jus-
tice. 

Bob mentioned the confidence of the 
American consumer, and there’s no ques-
tion the attacks on America on 9/11 have 
affected our confidence. But the more the 
American citizen realizes that our Federal 
Government in combination with State 
Government and local authorities are work-
ing day-in and day-out to prevent any other 
kind of attack, confidence will return. 

But I want to remind my fellow citizens 
this, that the best way to secure the home-
land of America is to find the enemy where 
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they think they can hide and bring them 
to justice, no matter where they are. It’s 
amazing to me that we’ve got an enemy, 
on the one hand, that’s willing to convince 
young males to commit suicide on behalf 
of a cause that’s empty and, at the same 
time, try to escape the justice of America 
in caves. They can run; they think they 
can hide. But this patient, strong Nation 
will stay on the job until we find them, 
rout them out, and get them. 

I’m proud of our military. And for those 
of you who have got sons and daughters 
or brothers and sisters or moms and dads 
wearing the uniform, you need to be proud, 
too. They’re accomplishing the mission that 
we set out, a mission that is dangerous, 
a mission that is just. After all, we are 
fighting for the freedoms: the freedom to 
live the life the way you want to, the free-
dom to worship the way you want to, and 
the chance for our children and our grand-
children to grow up in a peaceful and safe 
society. 

The enemy made a mistake: They 
thought this Nation was soft. They thought 
because we’re a wealthy nation that we 
wouldn’t rise to the occasion. Oh my, are 
they wrong. 

A second way to make sure we’ve got 
sustained economic growth is to make sure 
our public school system works well. Re-
cently, last week, I had the honor of trav-
eling the country touting the fact that I 
was able to sign a good education bill. I 
know I shocked people when I stood up 
and said, ‘‘Ted Kennedy is all right.’’ 
[Laughter] Probably shocked him more 
than anybody else. [Laughter] 

But we showed what can happen in 
Washington when you put party politics 
aside and focus on what’s good for the 
country. And what’s good for the country 
is to make sure our education system pro-
duces smart, intelligent, literate children. 
And this bill I signed goes a long way for 
helping. It’s a great piece of legislation, and 
I want to thank both Republicans and 
Democrats for working with me to get an 

education bill that America can be proud 
of. 

I believe the third condition necessary 
to make sure people can find work and 
those who have work can work harder is 
to make sure that we open up the world 
for American products. Fearful people want 
to build walls around America; confident 
people believe we ought to tear them 
down. I’m confident in the American work-
er. I know the American worker can 
outproduce anybody, anywhere in the 
world. I’m confident in the American farm-
er. I know the American farmer is more 
efficient and can raise more crop than any-
body, anywhere in the world. I’m confident 
we need to open up markets, not close 
them down. I’m confident we’ve got to get 
my friend Putin to be buying John Deere 
products. I’m confident what this Nation 
needs is to level the playing field and have 
trade that will create jobs all across Amer-
ica. 

The fourth ingredient is to make sure 
we’ve got an energy supply as we head 
into the future. I oftentimes talk about how 
important it is to have—to be able to grow 
your own food. Part of the national security 
of the country is to know that we’re self- 
sufficient when it comes to food produc-
tion, that we can grow our own food, we 
don’t have to rely upon another nation to 
feed our people. It’s one of the luxuries 
this Nation has. We don’t have the same 
luxury when it comes to energy. We are 
too reliant upon foreign sources of crude 
oil. We’ve got to do a better job of not 
only conserving energy, but it seems to 
make sense to me that when we’ve got 
energy on our own hemisphere and in our 
own States, we ought to explore for it, to 
make us less reliant. 

It’s in the national security interests of 
our country to have an energy policy. And 
we need to get Congress to act on a good 
one. It’s one that will make us less reliant. 
It’s one that encourages more conservation. 
And it’s one that’s good for American work-
ers and American jobs. 
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And finally, in order to make sure we 
have jobs, in order to make sure the econ-
omy expands, we’ve got to have good eco-
nomic policy out of Washington, DC. I 
know there’s a difference of opinion on 
about what’s good economic policy, but 
mine starts with saying this: When the 
economy slows down, one of the best things 
we can do is let people keep their own 
money so they can spend it. If the economy 
slows down, one of the best answers is tax 
relief. It trusts local people to spend the 
money the way they want to see fit. If 
you have more money in your pocket, you 
buy more things, which encourages more 
production. Consumer demand is stimu-
lated by tax relief. And the great thing 
about our society is when consumers de-
mand, generally somebody’s there to 
produce, and so there’s more jobs as more 
production takes place. 

Now, there’s going to be a debate when 
we go back to Washington about tax relief. 
But I’ve made up my mind: The tax relief 
plan we passed, which you’re now begin-
ning to feel the effects of, is going to be 
permanent. 

There are some more things that we can 
do. We need to take care of the workers 
whose lives were affected as a result of 
the evil ones’ attacks, by extending unem-
ployment benefits and by helping with their 
health care. I’m confident we can find com-
mon ground in Washington, DC, and a way 
to help people. But you know something? 
Americans don’t want an unemployment 
check; Americans want a permanent pay-
check, and that’s got to be the mission of 
any good stimulus package. 

So we need to work together to figure 
out ways to create stimulus: deductibility 
for more equipment purchased, speeding 
up tax relief. There are some positive things 
we can do, if we make up our minds to 
do it, that will give a little extra oomph 
to an economic recovery that I hope is 
beginning to happen. 

So those are some of the thoughts I 
wanted to share with you as I travel down 

the Mississippi River: Good stimulus policy, 
good economic policy based on trusting 
people with their own money, good edu-
cation policy, good trade policy, and a good 
policy to bring these terrorists to justice. 

You know, I am amazed that anybody 
would think they could attack the country. 
They just didn’t understand us. But I un-
derstand the great strength of our country, 
and it’s the people—it’s the people that 
live all across our land. I don’t care wheth-
er you’re Democrat or Republican or inde-
pendent, it’s the people that make us great. 
You know why? Because this Nation is a 
nation of heart and soul and strength. 

I am so pleased to hear the stories of 
moms and dads sitting around their dinner 
table, asking the fundamental question 
about life, people assessing their values: 
What’s the most important thing in life? 
And moms and dads are realizing it’s to 
love your children with all your heart and 
all your soul. No, the evil ones struck us, 
and they did serious damage. But in so 
doing, they really lifted the spirit of the 
country in a unique way. They brought out 
the very best in America. 

The best in America takes place when 
somebody walks across the street and says 
to a neighbor in need, ‘‘What can I do 
to help you?’’ Somebody knows there’s 
somebody’s shut in and says, ‘‘I think I’m 
going to go spread a little love today.’’ The 
best of America takes place is in our 
churches and synagogues and mosques, 
when people walk out and listen to that 
call to love a neighbor like you’d like to 
be loved yourself, and then do something 
about it. 

All this takes place, by the way—these 
millions of acts of kindness on a daily basis, 
which helps define the soul and spirit of 
America—it takes place not because of 
Government; it takes place because of the 
people of the greatest land on the face 
of the Earth. 

My call to you is: Work hard like you 
do; love a neighbor like you’d like to be 
loved yourself; love your children; tell them 
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you love them every single day; make sure 
they turn off the TV so they become good 
readers. [Laughter] And always remember 
that we’re lucky to live in such a fabulous 
nation, the nation called America. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. on 
the factory floor of John Deere Harvester 

Works. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor 
Jose Moreno of East Moline; Mayor Stanley 
F. Leach of Moline, IL; Robert W. Lane, 
chairman and chief executive officer, Deere 
& Co.; John S. Gault, general manager, John 
Deere Harvester Works; Chuck Thompson, 
president, United Auto Workers Local 865; 
and President Vladimir Putin of Russia. 

Remarks in Springfield, Missouri 
January 14, 2002 

The President. Thank you all. I appre-
ciate it. Thanks for coming. I thought the 
Senator—I thought the Senator was going 
to offer me a pretzel. [Laughter] Not one 
of those ones that are hard to chew. Now, 
I see a lot of the students who are here. 
This gives me a chance to give you some 
good advice: Always listen to your mother. 
[Laughter] Mine used to say, ‘‘Never swal-
low your pretzel until you’ve chewed it.’’ 
[Laughter] I guess I wasn’t listening. 

But it’s great to be back here in the 
great State of Missouri and Springfield. I 
want to thank the Chamber of Commerce 
for hosting this event. It gives me a chance 
to share some of my thoughts with our 
fellow citizens as I work my way down the 
heartland of America. I started earlier in 
Moline, Illinois, at a factory that makes 
John Deere tractors. I am here to talk to 
farmers. I’m on my way down to New Orle-
ans to remind people that much of what 
we grow and produce in America is shipped 
overseas, out of that port. I’m really here 
to remind people of the great values of 
our country, lived in your everyday lives. 

So I want to thank you all for coming. 
I’m grateful for a fine United States Sen-
ator and a good friend of mine, Kit Bond, 
for being here. Thank you for coming, Kit. 
I appreciate my Secretary of Commerce as 
well as the Secretary of Agriculture for 
joining me on this trip. Thank you both 

for coming. I want to thank Kenny Hulshof 
and Todd Akin, of the United States Con-
gress, for being here today. I want to thank 
those two fine Members of the House of 
Representatives for coming. I see my good 
friend Jim Talent is here. I appreciate you 
coming, Jim; I’m looking forward to visiting 
with you on the way out to the next stop. 
I want to thank so very much Roseann 
Blunt for being here, the wife of your Con-
gressman. The first lady of your fine State 
met me at the airport, and I want to thank 
Lori Holden for coming out to say hello. 

But most of all, I want to thank you 
all for taking time out of your day to be 
here to greet me. It’s been an unbelievable 
experience to be your President. 

Audience member. [Inaudible] 
The President. Thank you. I’m so proud 

to come and be able to share some 
thoughts about how to make sure America 
remains strong and to make sure people 
who are trying to find work are able to 
do so. You know, my view about this is 
that the role of Government is not to try 
to create wealth. The role of Government 
is to create an environment in which people 
are willing to take risks, in which the entre-
preneur is willing to expand through capital 
investment. The job of Government is to 
create an environment in which people are 
willing to create jobs, so people who want 
work can find work. And that starts with 
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