
544 

Apr. 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

that we are responsible for something 
greater than ourself. That was clearly de-
fined on an airplane that crashed in Penn-
sylvania, when several people on that plane 
told their loved ones goodbye. They told 
them they loved them. They said a prayer. 
They said, ‘‘Let’s roll,’’ and drove an air-
plane into the ground to save other peo-
ple’s lives. It is a symbol of what is possible 
in America. It is a sign that there are peo-
ple in this Nation willing to make a sac-
rifice to help a neighbor in need, willing 
to make a sacrifice to make their commu-
nity a better place. 

That’s how you win the war on terror. 
You understand that there is a responsi-
bility that comes with living in the greatest 
country on the face of the Earth. The great 
news is, America is rallying to the cause. 
I can’t tell you what an honor it is to be 
the President of a nation full of such great 

and decent and compassionate and tough 
and firm and freedom-loving human beings. 

I want to thank you all for coming. I 
want to thank you for supporting Mike 
Fisher. May God bless you all, and may 
God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:03 p.m. in 
the Ballroom at the Four Seasons Hotel. In 
his remarks, he referred to Jane M. Earll, 
candidate for Lieutenant Governor of Penn-
sylvania; David Girard-diCarlo, cochairman, 
chief executive officer, and managing part-
ner, Blank Rome Comisky & McCauley LLP; 
Manuel N. Stamatakis, president and chief 
executive officer, Capital Management En-
terprises; Alan Novak, chairman, Robert 
Asher, national committeeman, and Chris-
tine J. Toretti, national committeewoman, 
Republican State Committee of Pennsyl-
vania; and Harold B. Hairston, commis-
sioner, Philadelphia Fire Department. 

Remarks on the Ready To Learn Program 
April 3, 2002 

Thank you all. Thank you. Laura and I 
are honored to have you all here today, 
and thank you for coming. Some of you 
have been to the White House before, and 
I know we’ve got some first-time visitors 
here. For example, this will be the first 
time the Vowelles have ever been to the 
White House. [Laughter] Theo and Cleo 
Lion are also here to sing a song titled 
‘‘W Trouble.’’ [Laughter] I don’t know the 
song, but the theme is familiar. [Laughter] 
My mom often used to say, ‘‘The trouble 
with W’’—[laughter]—although she didn’t 
put that to words. 

We’re delighted that so many children 
can be a part of this special event here 
in the East Room. Thank you all for com-
ing. It’s so good to see you. It is wonderful 
to see children so young and so eager to 
learn, with so many fun opportunities to 

learn together. Every child is born with 
a love of learning—every child. We adults 
have a responsibility to give them every 
possible chance to learn and to start early. 

I appreciate the Secretary of Education, 
Rod Paige, for being here today. Thank 
you, Mr. Secretary. I want to thank all the 
good folks at PBS for coming. I appreciate 
your concern for our Nation’s children. And 
as Laura said, we’ve been aware of your 
programming for a long time. 

I notice that we’ve got a larger-than- 
usual contingent of White House staff here 
today. I know they’re not here to see me. 
[Laughter] They’re here to see Mr. Rogers. 
[Laughter] When he comes to the White 
House, it’s sure to be a beautiful day in 
the neighborhood. [Laughter] It is impos-
sible for us to count the number of lives 
you have touched, but you have had a huge 
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impact on thousands and thousands of chil-
dren. And there are thousands and thou-
sands of parents and Americans who are 
grateful for your service to the country. In 
‘‘Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood,’’ every child 
is welcomed into the world of learning— 
not just a few, not just ones from certain 
neighborhoods, but every child. 

Our goal as a nation must be to make 
sure that no child is denied the chance 
to grow in knowledge and character from 
their very first years. Public Broadcasting 
System has excelled in carrying out that 
responsibility. Shows like ‘‘Between the 
Lions’’ bring a combination of charm, cre-
ativity, inclusiveness, and as importantly, 
proven teaching methods to the task of 
educating young children. And these shows 
are being used in Head Start and day care 
centers to encourage early learning. The 
Ready To Learn program helps make all 
these shows possible, and my administration 
is proud to support it. 

America is making great progress in edu-
cation reform. We’re providing higher lev-
els of support for our schools, higher stand-
ards for performance in the classrooms. 
We’re giving teachers the resources and 
training necessary for their mission. We’re 
respecting local control of our schools and 
respect the authority of parents, so that 
moms and dads have greater say in how 
their children are educated. 

Under the bipartisan reforms we passed 
into law, all students in America have a 
better chance to learn and excel and to 
live out their dreams. Yet, as we prepare 
our schools to teach, we must prepare our 
children to learn. As we raise educational 
standards, which we must do, each of our 
children needs an equal opportunity to 
meet those standards. 

And creating that opportunity must begin 
early, even before school starts. On the first 
day of school, children need to know letters 

and numbers. They need a strong vocabu-
lary, and they need to love books. These 
are the building blocks of learning, and this 
Nation must provide them. 

Early learning is a priority for my Gov-
ernment. By implementing a new account-
ability system, we’ll make sure every Head 
Start center is providing early learning in 
the best way possible. Starting this summer, 
we will train Head Start teachers in proven 
methods to encourage early reading and 
language skills. And the Federal Govern-
ment will work with States to promote early 
learning programs. 

More than anyone else, parents need to 
be involved. Laura has begun an important 
effort to get new parents the information 
they need to start their sons and daughters 
on the path to learning. And we’re so proud 
to be working with PBS and a host of other 
organizations to get this information out 
more broadly. 

Reading to your children is a joy. We 
believe it’s a responsibility. Parents are the 
first teachers in their children’s lives, and 
they can also be the best. 

I thank all the parents in this room for 
what you do and for the important example 
you set. I want to thank the teachers who 
are here for devoting yourselves to one of 
the great callings in life. I want to thank 
the broadcasters and others who play such 
an important part in the life of our country. 

Again, welcome to the White House. 
May God bless the Nation’s children. And 
may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:23 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to PBS television char-
acters the Vowelles and Theo and Cleo Lion 
from the program ‘‘Between the Lions’’; and 
Fred Rogers, creator, writer, and host of the 
PBS television series ‘‘Mister Rogers’ Neigh-
borhood.’’ 
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Remarks on the Situation in the Middle East 
April 4, 2002 

Good morning. During the course of one 
week, the situation in the Middle East has 
deteriorated dramatically. Last Wednesday, 
my Special Envoy, Anthony Zinni, reported 
to me that we were on the verge of a 
cease-fire agreement that would have 
spared Palestinian and Israeli lives. That 
hope fell away when a terrorist attacked 
a group of innocent people in a Netanya 
hotel, killing many men and women in what 
is a mounting toll of terror. 

In the days since, the world has watched 
with growing concern the horror of bomb-
ings and burials and the stark picture of 
tanks in the street. Across the world, people 
are grieving for Israelis and Palestinians 
who have lost their lives. 

When an 18-year-old Palestinian girl is 
induced to blow herself up and in the proc-
ess kills a 17-year-old Israeli girl, the future 
itself is dying—the future of the Palestinian 
people and the future of the Israeli people. 
We mourn the dead, and we mourn the 
damage done to the hope of peace, the 
hope of Israel’s and the Israelis’ desire for 
a Jewish state at peace with its neighbors, 
the hope of the Palestinian people to build 
their own independent state. 

Terror must be stopped. No nation can 
negotiate with terrorists, for there is no way 
to make peace with those whose only goal 
is death. 

This could be a hopeful moment in the 
Middle East. The proposal of Crown Prince 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, supported by the 
Arab League, has put a number of coun-
tries in the Arab world closer than ever 
to recognizing Israel’s right to exist. The 
United States is on record supporting the 
legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian 
people for a Palestinian state. Israel has 
recognized the goal of a Palestinian state. 
The outlines of a just settlement are clear: 
two states, Israel and Palestine, living side 
by side in peace and security. 

This can be a time for hope, but it calls 
for leadership, not for terror. Since Sep-
tember the 11th, I’ve delivered this mes-
sage: Everyone must choose; you’re either 
with the civilized world, or you’re with the 
terrorists. All in the Middle East also must 
choose and must move decisively in word 
and deed against terrorist acts. 

The Chairman of the Palestinian 
Authority has not consistently opposed or 
confronted terrorists. At Oslo and else-
where, Chairman Arafat renounced terror 
as an instrument of his cause, and he 
agreed to control it. He’s not done so. 

The situation in which he finds himself 
today is largely of his own making. He’s 
missed his opportunities and thereby be-
trayed the hopes of the people he’s sup-
posed to lead. Given his failure, the Israeli 
Government feels it must strike at terrorist 
networks that are killing its citizens. 

Yet, Israel must understand that its re-
sponse to these recent attacks is only a 
temporary measure. All parties have their 
own responsibilities, and all parties owe it 
to their own people to act. 

We all know today’s situation runs the 
risk of aggravating long-term bitterness and 
undermining relationships that are critical 
to any hope of peace. I call on the Pales-
tinian people, the Palestinian Authority, and 
our friends in the Arab world to join us 
in delivering a clear message to terrorists: 
Blowing yourself up does not help the Pal-
estinian cause. To the contrary, suicide 
bombing missions could well blow up the 
best and only hope for a Palestinian state. 

All states must keep their promise, made 
in a vote in the United Nations, to actively 
oppose terror in all its forms. No nation 
can pick and choose its terrorist friends. 
I call on the Palestinian Authority and all 
governments in the region to do everything 
in their power to stop terrorist activities, 
to disrupt terrorist financing, and to stop 
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