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as needed and appropriate. In carrying out 
these sections, it is important to ensure 
proper respect for the separate constitu-
tional roles and authorities of the executive 
and legislative branches. With the aim of 
ensuring that respect within the executive 
branch, the Attorney General shall serve 
as the single point of contact within the 
executive branch for requests from the leg-
islative branch, including the U.S. Capitol 
Police, for assistance under sections 911 
and 912, and the District of Columbia Na-
tional Guard and Federal law enforcement 
authorities shall enter into an agreement 
under section 912 only with the prior ap-
proval of the Attorney General. 

Section 208 of Division B makes a tech-
nical correction to subsection 626(c) of 
Public Law 107–77 (the FY 2002 Com-

merce, Justice, State, the Judiciary and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act), but 
does nothing to alter the effect of that pro-
vision or any other provision of law. Since 
the enactment of subsection 626(c) and 
consistent with it, the executive branch has 
encouraged the courts to act, and will con-
tinue to encourage the courts to act, in 
a manner consistent with the obligations 
of the United States under the Algiers Ac-
cords that achieved the release of U.S. hos-
tages in 1981. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
January 10, 2002. 

NOTE: H.R. 3338, approved January 10, was 
assigned Public Law No. 107–117. 

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Konstandinos Simitis of 
Greece 
January 10, 2002 

President Bush. Well, thank you, Mr. 
Prime Minister. Listen, we’re so honored 
you’re here. Thank you so much for coming 
to America. There is a huge number of 
Greek Americans who live in our country 
who have still got great fondness for their— 
for your country. 

I am most appreciative, sir, of your 
strong stand against terror. You have been 
a friend in our mutual concerns about rout-
ing out terror around the world, and I want 
to thank you for that very much. 

I’m also very appreciative of your admin-
istration’s working with Turkey. Relations 
have improved with Turkey, and as a result, 
the world is better off. And I want to thank 
you for your vision, for your foreign min-
istry’s hard work to do what is right for 
the world, to make the world more peace-
ful. 

We’ve got a lot in common with your 
country; we’ve got a lot of interests in com-

mon. I look forward to discussing those 
with you. I also look forward to the Olym-
pics. Thank you for your invitation. It’s 
going to be a magnificent moment for the 
sporting world to have the Olympics return 
to Athens. I’m confident your country will 
do a fine job. 

So welcome to the White House. We’re 
so glad you’re here. 

Prime Minister Simitis. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President. I’m so very glad to 
be here and have the possibility to discuss 
with you the problems—the subjects are 
interesting for us. 

We are totally committed to the fight 
against international terrorism. And as you 
know, we take part in the Afghanistan ef-
fort. We will be part also in the inter-
national peace corps in Afghanistan. And 
I think it’s necessary to cooperate in order 
to fight terrorism all over the world, be-
cause there are also, for example, in the 
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Balkans, group terrorists, groups in all the 
Balkan countries, and we think that this 
must be controlled. 

Thank you also for your appreciation for 
our effort concerning the Greek-Turkish re-
lations. We make—we want more peace 
and stability in the region, and this is our 
main principle, how—apply international 
laws that we have a southeastern Europe 
that is really peaceful. 

As you know, I showed you the coins 
of the new euro. 

President Bush. Yes. 
Prime Minister Simitis. This means—this 

means a big banking change for Europe, 
because the whole environment will 
change. There will be a new feeling about 
the possibilities of Europe, and there will 
be new discussions on the new European 

structures, on the necessity of new coopera-
tion, and also of the necessity, I hope, of 
a closer cooperation with the United States 
in order to solve the common problems. 

So this is a new year, and I’m very glad 
to be here at the beginning of the new 
year. 

President Bush. Well, thank you, sir. 
Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister. Welcome. 

Thank you, all. 
Q. You don’t want to take a question? 
President Bush. I took them all this 

morning; you just were in the wrong pool. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. Prior 
to the President’s remarks, Prime Minister 
Simitis presented him with an Athens 2004 
Olympic sweatshirt. 

Statement on Signing the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and 
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2002 
January 10, 2002 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2506, 
the ‘‘Foreign Operations, Export Financing, 
and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 
2002.’’ The Act provides the funds needed 
to support U.S. foreign policy objectives 
abroad and reflects the restraint on spend-
ing that has been a key goal of my Admin-
istration. 

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has 
gone into producing this Act. It abides by 
the agreed upon aggregate funding level 
for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion. The 
Act will provide $15.4 billion, largely along 
the lines of my request, and includes essen-
tial funding to support America’s war on 
terrorism. The Act supports such key Ad-
ministration initiatives as the campaign 
against HIV/AIDS, with up to $100 million 
available for the global fund to fight HIV/ 
AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis and an ad-
ditional $100 million is also provided by 
the Departments of Labor, Health and 

Human Services, and Education, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act. 

I also welcome the additional flexibility 
that the Act provides through the reduction 
in earmarks and added waiver authorities, 
including the changes to the annual coun-
ternarcotics certification process and the 
waiver provision allowing me the flexibility 
to provide additional assistance to Azer-
baijan. This flexibility will allow my Admin-
istration to meet the diplomatic require-
ments stemming from the September 11th 
attacks, as well as to continue to address 
the ever-changing foreign policy challenges 
we face. 

The Act does not interfere with our poli-
cies regarding bilateral international family 
planning assistance, and ensures that U.S. 
funds are not made available to organiza-
tions supporting or participating in the 
management of a program of coercive abor-
tion or involuntary sterilization. The Act 
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