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Mar. 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 

The President’s Radio Address 
March 16, 2002 

Good morning. In one week, boys and 
girls in Afghanistan will start a new school 
year. For many girls, this will be the first 
time in their young lives that they will have 
set foot in a classroom. Under the Taliban 
regime, educating women was a criminal 
act. Under the new government of a liber-
ated Afghanistan, educating all children is 
a national priority. And America, along with 
its coalition partners, is actively helping in 
that effort. 

When Afghan children begin their class-
es, they will find that the United States 
has already sent more than 4 million text-
books to their country. The textbooks are 
written in the Afghan languages of Pashto 
and Dari. And before the end of the year, 
we’ll have sent almost 10 million of them 
to the children of Afghanistan. These text-
books will teach tolerance and respect for 
human dignity, instead of indoctrinating 
students with fanaticism and bigotry. And 
they will be accompanied by blackboards, 
teacher’s kits, and other school supplies. 

America’s children have been extremely 
generous in helping the children of Afghan-
istan. Through America’s Fund for Afghan 
Children, they have raised more than $4.5 
million, much of which is used for school 
supplies like notebooks and pencils, paper 
and crayons, soccer balls and jump ropes. 
The United States will also be funding 20 
teams of teacher trainers to conduct train-
ing sessions with thousands of Afghan edu-
cators. 

In helping the Afghan people rebuild 
their country, we have placed a central 
focus on education, and for a good reason. 
Education is the pathway to progress, par-
ticularly for women. Educated women tend 

to be healthier than those who are not well 
educated, and the same is true of their 
families. Babies born to educated women 
are more likely to be immunized, better 
nourished, and survive their first year of 
life. Educated women encourage their chil-
dren to be educated as well. And nations 
whose women are educated are more com-
petitive, more prosperous, and more ad-
vanced than nations where the education 
of women is forbidden or ignored. 

We still have a lot of work to do in 
Afghanistan. The brave men and women 
of the American military continue to fight 
Al Qaida forces that are trying to regroup 
and would like nothing more than to strike 
America again. And even as we fight terror, 
American compassion is providing an alter-
native to bitterness, resentment, and ha-
tred. 

The United States has helped Afghani-
stan avert mass starvation. We’re repairing 
its roads and bridges. We’re rebuilding its 
health clinics and schools. And in one 
week, with textbooks in hand, the young 
girls of Afghanistan will begin school. This 
will be a remarkable moment in the history 
of Afghanistan and a proud moment for 
the people of America. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:25 a.m. 
on March 14 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
March 16. The transcript was made available 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
March 15 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 
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*White House correction. 

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Islamabad, Pakistan 
March 17, 2002 

I am outraged by the terrorist attack that 
took place today in Islamabad, Pakistan, 
against innocent civilians. I strongly con-
demn them as acts of murder that cannot 
be tolerated by any person of conscience 
nor justified by any cause. On behalf of 
the American people, I extend my deepest 

sympathy and condolences to the families 
of the victims of this terrible tragedy, and 
I wish a full and fast recovery to those 
injured. We will work closely with the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan to ensure those re-
sponsible for this terrorist attack face jus-
tice. 

Remarks Following a Roundtable Discussion on Small Business and an 
Exchange With Reporters in O’Fallon, Missouri 
March 18, 2002 

The President. Thank you so very much, 
Rolf, for your invitation to come. Rolf is 
a classic example of what makes America 
unique and strong. He had an idea and 
a dream. He built his own business. He 
employs good, hard-working people here in 
Missouri. He’s got a vibrant business. 

And I explained to these folks that one 
of my jobs is to create an environment in 
which the entrepreneurial spirit flourishes, 
in which small-business owners are able to 
keep making a living and keep people em-
ployed. I talked about making the death 
tax repeal * permanent, so that Rolf can 
pass his assets to a family member, if he 
so chooses. I talked about some expensing 
items, some items to make sure the small- 
business owner has got an incentive to in-
vest more, which means more jobs. Tomor-
row I’ll be talking about regulatory relief. 
I’m also talking about ways so that a small- 
business owner such as Rolf can better af-
ford health care for his employees, so that 
they’re able to work here and, at the same 
time, enjoy health benefits like those 
from—large companies enjoy. 

We had a good discussion. And it’s im-
portant to the American people to under-

stand the role of small business in our soci-
ety. Most new jobs created are created by 
small businesses. And more people are able 
to realize the American Dream by starting 
their own business. And so one of things 
we’ve all got to work toward is an environ-
ment in which the small business flourishes. 
Rolf, thank you for letting me come. I want 
to thank you all for a great discussion. I’ll 
answer a couple of questions. 

Terrorist Attack on Church in Pakistan 
Q. Mr. President, do you have any sense 

of who carried out the attack yesterday in 
Pakistan at the church, why they did it? 
Do you think they’re trying to undermine 
Musharraf and his support for the war on 
terrorism? 

The President. Very interesting question. 
I talked to President Musharraf this morn-
ing, first thing. He is very sympathetic, ob-
viously. He was deeply concerned about the 
American loss of life, and he wanted to 
share that with me. And I appreciated his 
phone call. We both talked about the need 
to continue fighting people that would kill 
for political reasons. And it goes to show 
that there is still some—that that part of 
the world is a dangerous place at times. 
And the tougher President Musharraf is 
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