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Cardinal Law, Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Boston, MA; President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of 
Israel; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al 
Qaida terrorist organization; Crown Prince 
Abdullah and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Saud al-Faysal al Saud of Saudi Arabia; Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and Minister of Defense 
Sergey Ivanov of Russia; President Robert 
Mugabe of Zimbabwe; Mike Moore, Mis-
sissippi attorney general; Frank W. Hunger, 

brother-in-law of former Vice President Al 
Gore; and former Governor William F. Win-
ter of Mississippi. The President also re-
ferred to the Mitchell report, the Report of 
the Sharm el-Sheikh Fact-Finding Com-
mittee, issued April 30, 2001; the Tenet plan, 
the Israeli-Palestinian cease-fire and security 
plan of June 13, 2001, negotiated by Director 
of Central Intelligence George J. Tenet; and 
H.R. 1885, the ‘‘Section 245(i) Extension Act 
of 2001.’’ 

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Telecommunications 
Payments to Cuba 
March 12, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
As required by section 1705(e)(6) of the 

Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, as amend-
ed by section 102(g) of the Cuban Liberty 
and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) 
Act of 1996, 22 U.S.C. 6004(e)(6), I trans-
mit herewith a semiannual report prepared 
by my Administration detailing payments 
made to Cuba by United States persons 
as a result of the provision of telecommuni-

cations services pursuant to Department of 
the Treasury specific licenses. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
March 12, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 14. 

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Australia-United States 
Social Security Agreement 
March 12, 2002 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the So-

cial Security Act, as amended by the Social 
Security Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 
95–216, 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit 
herewith the Agreement Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America 
and the Government of Australia on Social 
Security, which consists of two separate in-
struments: a principal agreement and an 
administrative arrangement along with a 
paragraph-by-paragraph explanation of each 

provision. The Agreement was signed at 
Canberra on September 27, 2001. 

The United States-Australia Agreement is 
similar in objective to the social security 
agreements already in force with Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, Chile, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Korea, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and 
the United Kingdom. Such bilateral agree-
ments provide for limited coordination be-
tween the United States and foreign social 
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security systems to eliminate dual social se-
curity coverage and taxation, and to help 
prevent the lost benefit protection that can 
occur when workers divide their careers be-
tween two countries. The United States- 
Australia Agreement contains all provisions 
mandated by section 233 and other provi-
sions that I deem appropriate to carry out 
the purposes of section 233, pursuant to 
section 233(c)(4). 

I also transmit for the information of the 
Congress a report prepared by the Social 
Security Administration explaining the key 
points of the Agreement. Annexed to this 
report is the report required by section 
233(e)(1) of the Social Security Act, a re-
port on the effect of the Agreement on 

income and expenditures of the U.S. Social 
Security program and the number of indi-
viduals affected by the Agreement. The 
Department of State and the Social Secu-
rity Administration have recommended the 
Agreement and related documents to me. 

I commend the United States-Australia 
Social Security Agreement and related doc-
uments. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
March 12, 2002. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 14. 

Remarks at the Inter-American Development Bank 
March 14, 2002 

Thank you all. Sientese. Gracias, 
Enrique. It’s about time you invited a 
President here. [Laughter] It’s about time 
one accepted. 

Thank you for the energy and leadership 
you bring to the challenge of global devel-
opment. I’m honored to be at the Inter- 
American Development Bank, which has 
done a lot of good in our hemisphere over 
the last 40 years. I appreciate your work, 
and I’m proud of your accomplishments. 

Along with many of you, I’ll be in 
Monterrey, Mexico, next week as leaders 
from around the world focus on the impor-
tant work of reducing global poverty. 

I’m here today to announce a major new 
commitment by the United States to bring 
hope and opportunity to the world’s poorest 
people. Along with significant new re-
sources to fight world poverty, we will insist 
on the reforms necessary to make this a 
fight we can win. 

As you can see, I’m traveling in some 
pretty good company today: Bono. [Laugh-
ter] We just had a great visit in the Oval 

Office. Here’s what I know about him: 
First, he’s a good musician; secondly, he 
is willing to use his position in a responsible 
way. He is willing to lead, to achieve what 
his heart tells him, and that is nobody— 
nobody—should be living in poverty and 
hopelessness in the world. Bono, I appre-
ciate your heart. And to tell you what an 
influence you’ve had, Dick Cheney walked 
in the Oval Office; he said, ‘‘Jesse Helms 
wants us to listen to Bono’s ideas.’’ [Laugh-
ter] 

I appreciate Paul O’Neill, Secretary of 
Treasury. I appreciate his work; I appre-
ciate his advice. He’s a fine member of 
my Cabinet. Cardinal McCarrick, thank you 
for coming, sir; I’m honored to have you 
here. Jim Wolfensohn, thank you for your 
leadership of the World Bank. I appreciate 
Jose Fourquet. Thank you, Jose, for taking 
on the responsibility you’ve done. It’s good 
to see Andrew Natsios here of AID. Thank 
you, Andrew, for coming. You’ve done a 
fine job, by the way, in helping prevent 
starvation in Afghanistan. I appreciate your 
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