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have a responsibility, a responsibility to up-
hold an example to others. You probably
know this; I don’t need to tell you this.
But when youre playing baseball at the
University of Miami, there’s some little
eighth-grade kid watching your every move,
trying to figure out, you know, how cool
he can be. If you're a star volleyball player
at Stanford, somebody’s watching; or from
Santa Clara, there’s some young child,
young girl watching what it means to be
a champ. And you have a responsibility as
a champ to make the right choices and
to set a clear example for others.

And we all have a responsibility to love
a neighbor like we’d like to be loved our-
self. We've got a strong military here in
America, and that's good. That’s how we're
going to make sure our homeland is secure,
by using our military. But we can all stand
up in the face of this evil, collectively stand
up, by doing something good in our society.

I hope the athletes understand that. I
hope you understand that you have a re-
sponsibility as a champ not only to set the
right example but to love a neighbor like
you'd like to be loved yourself. You have
a fantastic opportunity as champs to help
define the character of America, to help
say loud and clear that we will not tolerate
evil and that we will—the collective good

will of our country, the gathering momen-
tum of millions of acts of kindness will de-
fine the very nature of America, that we
will stand strong against evil by the collec-
tive goodness of our country. You've shown
that on the playing fields, and I want to
congratulate you for being strong and great
athletes. Show it on the field of life, as
well, and America will be a better place.

It’s such an honor to welcome you here.
May God bless your futures, may God bless
your talent, and may God bless America.
Thank you for coming.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:42 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Chris Fowler, re-
porter, ESPN, who introduced the President;
Donna E. Shalala, president, University of
Miami; Peter Likins, president, University of
Arizona; and Father Paul Locatelli, presi-
dent, Santa Clara University. The President
honored the University of Arizona women’s
softball team, the University of Kentucky
cheerleaders, the University of Miami base-
ball and football teams, the University of
North Carolina men’s soccer team, the Santa
Clara University women’s soccer team, and
the Stanford University women’s volleyball
team.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Border Security

Legislation
March 12, 2002

I applaud the House for working in a
bipartisan fashion to pass legislation that
strengthens border security while recog-
nizing the importance of keeping families
together and making America a more wel-
coming society. Many immigrants who are
otherwise eligible to become legal residents
will be forced to leave the United States
and their families unless a temporary exten-
sion is granted. The Senate should act

388

quickly to pass this legislation and send it
to my desk for signature.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.
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Memorandum on Inventory of Federal Service Opportunities and
Regulatory Barriers to Community and Other Service Activities

March 12, 2002

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Inventory of Federal Service
Opportunities and Regulatory Barriers to
Community and Other Service Activities

I established by Executive Order 13254
of January 29, 2002, the USA Freedom
Corps in order to encourage service and
volunteerism in America. Building on our
Nation’s rich tradition of volunteer service,
my Administration’s policy is to foster a
culture of service, citizenship, and responsi-
bility by promoting, expanding, and enhanc-
ing service opportunities for all Americans.
Consistent with that policy, I hereby direct
you to take the following steps:

e Within 30 days, identify and report to
the Assistant to the President and Di-
rector of the USA Freedom Corps Of-
fice on the service opportunities both

for your employees and for the public
at large that are sponsored or adminis-
tered by your department or agency.
Such report shall also describe the ex-
tent to which this information is avail-
able to the public on your department
or agency’s website.

e Within 30 days, identify and report to
the Assistant to the President and Di-
rector of the USA Freedom Corps Of-
fice on Federal regulatory and pro-
grammatic barriers in your department
or agency to community and other
service by Americans. Such report shall
also include recommendations as to
how to modify or repeal such barriers
in order to enhance service opportuni-
ties.

This directive shall be construed con-
sistent with Executive Order 13254.

GEORGE W. BUsH

Remarks at a Keep Our Majority Political Action Committee Reception

March 12, 2002

The President. Thank you all. I am here
because I am most interested in making
sure Denny Hastert remains Speaker of the
House. It’s in the Nation’s interest that he
remain Speaker of the House.

And there’s a reason why. First, he’s a
high quality person. I don’t know if you
all know this, but he was a wrestling coach
at one time. He’s the perfect Speaker.
[Laughter]

He’s a steady man; he’s a joy to work
with. T trust him; I trust his judgment. I
really appreciate his can-do spirit. Denny’s
the kind of person that comes in the Oval
Office and asks the question, “How can

we get something done on behalf of the
American people?” And I appreciate that
attitude a lot. You know, some folks up
here are looking for a fight. Denny’s a guy
looking for results.

And the record speaks pretty clearly. I
remember first coming up here, and I told
Denny that we've got to work together to
get a tax cut for the American people. He
said, “You bet.” And as a result of his lead-
ership, we got a tax cut for the American
people, right at the right time.

History will judge that the tax cut was
timely. It’s a pretty simple theory, but one
that works, and that is if the economy is
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