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combat HIV/AIDS and promote economic
integration. As part of that effort, I asked
the Presidents to join my call for the World
Bank to begin providing 50 percent of its
assistance to the world’s poorest nations in
the form of grants rather than loans.

The three Presidents also discussed the
tragic wars in Angola and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. We agreed that
peace is within reach of both countries.
I urged President dos Santos to move
quickly toward achieving a cease-fire in An-
gola. And we agreed that all parties have
an obligation to seize this moment to end
the war and develop Angola’s vast wealth
to the benefit of the Angolan people. Presi-

dent dos Santos has it within his power
to end 26 years of fighting by reaching
out to all Angolans willing to lay down their
arms. Angolans deserve no less.

Finally, I commend the work of former
President Masire, President Mbeki, and
other SADC leaders—including Presidents
dos Santos, Chissano, and Mogae—on the
Inter-Congolese Dialogue in South Africa.
I remain committed to working with the
leaders of southern Africa to achieve lasting
peace and stability in the region.

NoTE: The statement referred to former
President Quett K.J. Masire of Botswana and
President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect to Cuba
February 26, 2002

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,
which states that the emergency declared
with respect to the Government of Cuba’s

destruction of two unarmed U.S.-registered
civilian aircraft in international airspace
north of Cuba on February 24, 1996, is
to continue in effect beyond March 1,
2002.

GEORGE W. BUSH

The White House,
February 26, 2002.

NoOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 27.
The notice of February 26 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks Following a Roundtable Discussion on Welfare Reform and an
Exchange With Reporters in Charlotte, North Carolina

February 27, 2002

The President. We are honored—I am
honored to be here. We just had a great
discussion with folks here in Charlotte,
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Mecklenburg County. I am very impressed
by the welfare-to-work program that has
been instituted. There’s obviously a sense
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