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Americans are among the most creative 
people in our history. We have used radio 
waves to peer into the deepest reaches of 
space. We cracked life’s genetic code. We 
have made our air and land and water sig-
nificantly cleaner, even as we have built 
the world’s strongest economy. When I see 
what Americans have done, I know what 
we can do. We can tap the power of eco-
nomic growth to further protect our envi-
ronment for generations that will follow. 
And that’s what we’re going to do. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in 
the Science Center at the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. In his re-
marks, he referred to NOAA Administrator 
Conrad ‘‘Connie’’ C. Lautenbacher, Jr.; and 
Sasha Cohen, figure skater, 2002 U.S. Olym-
pic team. The President also referred to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol to 
the convention. 

Statement on Proposed Pension Security Legislation 
February 14, 2002 

I applaud Congressmen John Boehner 
and Sam Johnson for introducing legislation 
today to strengthen the retirement security 
of American workers. Consistent with the 
principles that I outlined at the beginning 
of this month, their bill would protect 
workers by giving them freedom to manage 
their own retirement savings, fair notice of 
any blackout period, and better access to 
sound investment advice. This bill also 
assures that corporate officers would be 
held to the same restrictions as those im-
posed on workers. 

This bill, and other good legislation like 
that introduced by Congressmen Portman 
and Cardin, will help provide economic se-
curity to both workers and shareholders. 
I look forward to working with the Con-
gress in a bipartisan fashion to enact these 
important protections into law. 

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 3762, 
the ‘‘Pension Security Act of 2002,’’ and H.R. 
3669, the ‘‘Employee Retirement Savings Bill 
of Rights.’’ 

Remarks Following the Swearing-In of Gaddi H. Vasquez as Director of 
the Peace Corps 
February 15, 2002 

Thank you very much. Welcome to the 
White House. 

When America was attacked on Sep-
tember the 11th, they thought our country 
would splinter into fear and selfishness. 
They thought we’d fall apart. They thought 
we didn’t have any fiber or character. In-
stead, we’ve seen extraordinary acts of 
courage and compassion and a renewed 

dedication to service. A spirit of sacrifice 
and service gave birth to the Peace Corps 
more than 40 years ago. We needed the 
Peace Corps then, and we need the Peace 
Corps today. 

My administration strongly supports the 
Peace Corps, and we’re increasing our com-
mitment to it. That starts by finding some-
body who can serve ably as the Director. 
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