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Remarks on Economic Stimulus Legislation and an Exchange With

Reporters
February 5, 2002

The President. 1 was just informed that
the Senate will not vote out a stimulus
package. I'm very disappointed. There’s a
lot of workers who hurt, and they need
help. Our economy, while there’s some
good news, needs more stimulus. T still
think we need to pass a bill that will help
workers and help stimulate the economy.
You know, we got a good bill out of the
House, and I believe that we had a good
chance to get a good bill out of the Senate
last fall; there was enough votes to pass
the billl And I'm just disappointed. I
think—I think we need a good stimulus
package.

Q. [Inaudible]—for a regular breakfast
this week?

The President. No, no, were meeting
next week. But I mean, I don’t need to
have a meeting, a breakfast to express my
disappointment. I'm disappointed. I think
people need to—workers need help, and
I think we need to stimulate the economy
with some wise policy. And we're working

hard on this issue. I talked about it—gosh,
I remember going to the Midwest to talk
about it; I think I talked about in the Mid-
west right after the attacks. We've been
working with both Republicans and Demo-
crats to try to forge a good package. You
know, I'm just sorry it hasn’t happened.
I hope they do reconsider and pass a good
bill.

Q. [Inaudible]

The President. 1 can’t hear you.

Q. Are you saying theyre not listening?

The President. You need to talk to them.
I'm just—what I'm saying is, I'm dis-
appointed we don’t have a package. Work-
ers need help, and we need to stimulate
the economy.

Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:08 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House, upon
returning from Pittsburgh, PA. A tape was
not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Exchange With Reporters in New York City

February 6, 2002

Assistance for New York City

Q. Can you answer a quick—about the
$20 billion?

The President. Yes, absolutely.

Q. When are we going to get it, and
why does there seem a reluctance

The President. Oh, there’s no reluctance.
The $20 billion needs to come to New
York. And that's $20 billion, by the way,
not including the Victims’ Compensation
Fund. And I look forward to working with
the New York delegation, the Governor,
and the mayor to make sure that the Lib-

erty Zone and the Liberty Bonds become
reality. Now, that’s one way for us to help
New York rebuild herself, and a vital part
of our economy and economic growth is
to have a vibrant New York City.

And so the $20 billion is coming. A lot
of it has already come; there’s more to
come. And I look forward to working in
a way to get it done.

Q. Have you had any chance to talk to
Mitch Daniels and say, “Be a little nicer
to New York™?

179



Feb. 6 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

The President. No, Mitch understands
my pledge. He understands what I said—
when I said $20 billion, I meant $20 billion.
And I'm the kind of fellow who does what
I say I'm going to do. And I think it’s
important for the country to know that a
vibrant New York City is vital for our econ-
omy. We've got to have a strong New York
City.

It's not only a part of our economic
scene at home, it’s important for New York
to be strong for international reasons, as
well. And so I look forward to working
with the mayor and the Governor to make
sure we get this done.

Stimulus Package

Q. Any thoughts on the stimulus?

The President. Yes. Let me—one ques-
tion on the stimulus. One answer on that
is, at the minimum they need to take care
of the workers, at the very minimum. But
it’s important for Congress to realize that
our economy has not yet fully recovered.

And therefore, I believe we still need to
provide stimulus for economic growth so
that there’s jobs. People need work. And
everything Congress ought to do is to take
care of those who've lost their jobs but
also recognize that people want more than
an unemployment check; they want a
steady paycheck. And so jobs ought to be
what the people up there in Washington
are asking themselves: How do we create
jobs so people can find work?

Q. Why can’t they get it done?

The President. You're asking the wrong
man. I'm in the executive branch of Gov-
ernment.

NoOTE: The exchange began at 1:54 p.m. dur-
ing a tour of the Police Department Com-
mand and Control Center. In his remarks,
the President referred to Gov. George E.
Pataki of New York and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg of New York City. A tape was
not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks to Police Department Command and Control Center Personnel

in New York City
February 6, 2002

Please be seated. Thank you all. It’s nice
to be back in New York City, and T am
so proud to stand here today with New
York’s finest and New York’s bravest. I have
a message for you from your fellow Ameri-
cans: Police and firefighters of New York,
you have this Nation’s respect, and you'll
have this Nation’s support.

The budget that Tom talked about in-
creases the Federal commitment to our Na-
tion’s first-responders by more than 1,000
percent. It is the right thing to do, and
you all are the right—to help us continue
to fight this war on terror.

I want to thank Tom Ridge for taking
on a job. He was a good Governor; he’s
a very good Homeland Security Director.
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I know he comes from Pennsylvania—
[laughter]—but I'm proud of the job he’s
doing. He’s helping to develop a national
strategy that starts with understanding that
the best responders and the best response
starts at the local level. And the role of
the Federal Government is to facilitate the
job done at the local level. And so, Gov-
ernor, thank you so much for taking on
this big assignment.

I want to thank your Governor. You
know, it’s very important to have a steady
hand, an anchor in the wind, in a time
of crisis. I think that’s how you determine
whether or not somebody knows how to
lead. And your Governor showed your State
and the country that he is a leader. And
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