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And another way you can help—and I
hope young Americans all across the coun-
try think about joining Teach For Amer-
ica it is a part of AmeriCorps. And
our goal is to expand AmeriCorps by
200,000 volunteers this year. And I thank
my friend Steve Goldsmith for helping
shepherd this program forward. He’s a
former mayor of Indianapolis. He under-
stands how to rally community-based pro-
grams for the greater good.

And so, my fellow Americans, if you care
about America, put 4,000 hours of service
toward America. It will help defeat what
the enemy wants.

You know, I tend to speak, I hope, plain-
ly enough for people to understand. I view
this as good versus evil. There is no middle
ground, as far as I'm concerned. And there-
fore, in order to fight evil, what this Nation
must do is to gather the collective hearts,
the good decency of our American people
and show the world we’re not going to be
intimidated. We will not be intimidated
overseas. We will not change at home.

What we will do is take the momentum
of millions of acts of decency and convert

that to the greater good. We've got a huge
challenge against us—for us, a huge chal-
lenge, a huge hill to climb in America, win-
ning the war on terror and changing the
culture for the better. But guess what we're
fixing to do? We're fixing to show the world
the strength of America. We're fixing to
overcome our obstacles. We're going to
lead the world toward a more compas-
sionate, more decent, more free tomorrow.

It is such an honor to be the President
of such a great nation. And were a great
nation because we're a great people. May
God bless you all, and may God bless

America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:56 p.m. in
the gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred
to Governor Roy E. Barnes of Georgia and
his wife, Marie; Mayor Shirley Franklin of
Atlanta; Shirley Kilgore, principal, Booker T.
Washington High School; and Stephen Gold-
smith, chair, board of directors, Corporation
for National and Community Service. The
Executive order of January 29 establishing
the USA Freedom Corps is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks Following Discussions With Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of

Germany
January 31, 2002

President Bush. Well, we’'ve had a sub-
stantial discussion with my friend the Chan-
cellor of Germany, Gerhard Schroeder. I
appreciate him coming over to say hello
again. We spent a great deal of time talking
about our mutual desire to rid the world
of terror. And I'm so pleased with Ger-
many’s cooperation. Theyve provided
troops in Afghanistan, troops that have per-
formed really well, according to our mili-
tary, and I want to congratulate you for
that.

I also thanked the Chancellor for hosting
the Bonn convention, which made a sub-

stantial stride toward an Afghanistan that
will be able to survive after we have ridded
it of the Taliban. I appreciate so very much
the Chancellor’s willingness to help Afghan-
istan help herself, in terms of training a
police force. I told him we're in the process
of setting up a plan to help Afghanistan
develop her own military. So we're linked
up well in our mutual desires to leave the
world more peaceful.

So, Mr. Chancellor, I'm so honored
you're here. I want to welcome you.

Chancellor Schroeder. Well, ladies and
gentlemen, I can only absolutely confirm
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what His Excellency, the President, has just
said regarding our discussions, particularly
focusing, obviously, on the fight against ter-
rorism but also about the fight that has
happened in Afghanistan and that the sup-
port that has been rendered by us, too.

We, as you all know, are very committed
to the participation in the peace corps in
Afghanistan, under the umbrella of the
United Nations. Obviously, and as the
President has just pointed out, we are very
interested in committing ourselves to train-
ing police forces, law enforcement forces,
within Afghanistan because we find it cru-
cially important that such intra-Afghanistan
proper homegrown police forces can be
built up in the process. And in the more
long term, obviously, a military structure
will be needed here, too.

I obviously wouldn’t like to forget the
fact that I have congratulated the President

on the economic performance that the
country has obviously been able to show.
We do see some positive signs here; things
are being fueled again, which obviously is
not just positive and good for the U.S.—
American economy but also for the global
economy, too.

I'm very pleased, indeed, that obviously
there are now some hopeful signs here,
because obviously, as soon as the economy
runs smoothly again here, that is going to
be good for the global economy and, there-
fore, good for Europe and certainly for
Germany too.

President Bush. Thank you, Gerhard.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:10 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. Chan-
cellor Schroeder spoke in German, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With King Abdullah II of Jordan and an

Exchange With Reporters
February 1, 2002

President Bush. 1 want to welcome our
close friend His Majesty, from the country
of Jordan, back to the Oval Office. We
have had a chance to visit several times
during the course of my tenure as the
President, and every visit has been very
constructive and very positive.

I appreciate so very much his support
on our mutual concerns about making the
world more peaceful, our desire to rout
out terror. And Your Majesty, thank you
for your strong support.

I also look forward to having a good dis-
cussion with His Majesty about how we
can work together to improve both our
economies. King Abdullah is serious about
his desire to improve the lot of his people
and wants to make sure that whatever we
do, we do together with one thing in mind,
and that is to extend our mutual prosperity
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so people can make a living and have a
better life. I appreciate so much his com-
passion for the people of Jordan. Every
time I've talked to him, he’s expressed his
concern to make sure that the moms and
dads of Jordan have got a capacity to pro-
vide for their children.

I look forward to also discussing his de-
sire to make sure that we share our strate-
gies about how to make sure both our peo-
ple are educated in a way that will provide
a hopeful future.

So, Your Majesty, welcome back to the
Oval Office, and I'm glad to have you here,
sir.

King Abdullah. Thank you very much,
Mr. President. As always, it's a tremendous
honor and pleasure to be back to see you.

As you've said, our meetings have been
growing in strength and cooperation every
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