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NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at
the Lawrence Joel Veterans Memorial Coli-
seum. In his remarks, he referred to Linda
Davis, chief, Winston-Salem Police Depart-
ment; Martha and David Burr, parents of
Representative Richard Burr; former Senator
Bob Dole and his wife, Elizabeth Dole, can-
didate for U.S. Senator for North Carolina;

Statement on the National Economy
January 30, 2002

Today’s GDP report is positive, but we
cannot take growth and job creation for
granted. For the sake of America’s workers,
I call on Congress to pass an economic
security package that will protect American
jobs and prosperity because I remain con-

Mayor J. Allen Joines of Winston-Salem; Pat-
rick J. Ballantine, senate minority leader,
North Carolina General Assembly; and John
Gist, chief, Winston-Salem Fire Department.
The Executive order of January 29 estab-
lishing the USA Freedom Corps is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

cerned about the economy. I'm pleased
that consumer spending contributed to to-
day’s report, demonstrating that last year’s
bipartisan tax relief plan was the right thing
to do for the American people and the
American economy.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the United States Air Force Operating

Location Near Groom Lake, Nevada
January 30, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with section 6001(a) of the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) (the “Act”), as amended, 42 U.S.C.
6961(a), notification is hereby given that
on September 18, 2001, I issued Presi-
dential Determination 2001-27 (copy at-
tached) and thereby exercised the authority
to grant certain exemptions under section
6001(a) of the Act.

Presidential Determination 2001-27 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s oper-
ating location near Groom Lake, Nevada,
from any Federal, State, interstate, or local
hazardous or solid waste laws that might
require the disclosure of classified informa-
tion concerning that operating location to
unauthorized persons. Information con-
cerning activities at the operating location
near Groom Lake has been properly deter-

mined to be classified, and its disclosure
would be harmful to national security. Con-
tinued protection of this information is,
therefore, in the paramount interest of the
United States.

The determination was not intended to
imply that, in the absence of a Presidential
exemption, RCRA or any other provision
of law permits or requires the disclosure
of classified information to unauthorized
persons. The determination also was not
intended to limit the applicability or en-
forcement of any requirement of law appli-
cable to the Air Force’s operating location
near Groom Lake except those provisions,
if any, that might require the disclosure
of classified information.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUsH
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NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives, and Richard B. Cheney, President of

Remarks on Arrival in Daytona Beach,

January 30, 2002

The President. Thank you all. Tm glad
to be back in the great State of Florida.
I love to come to States where they've got
a great Governor. As Americans make their
travel plans, more of us need to think about
coming to Florida.

One of the last times I came was when
I went to the racetrack owned by Mr.
France, right next door to here, where
Teresa’s good husband was driving cars. It
was such an honor to be with Mr. France
and his wife and Teresa Earnhardt. And
may God rest Dale’s soul, and may God
bless her family, too.

I don’t know if you all know this, but
you sent a good one up to represent you
in Congress, John Mica. And I appreciate
John being here. In politics, they've got
the talkers, and they've got the doers. John
is a doer. I worked closely with him on
an airport security bill that will make sure
that, when Americans get on their air-
planes, it is as safe as can possibly be. And
I want to thank John for his leadership
and his hard work on this vital piece of
legislation.

I know we've got some from the state-
house in particular—the Speaker of the
House Feeney. I'm so honored that people
came down from Tallahassee to say hello
to Jeb’s “little” big brother. [Laughter] 1
am so thrilled to be here.

I hope I didn’t speak to long last night.

Audience members. No-0-o!

The President. 1 didn’t mean to keep
people up too late, but I had something
to say. The state of our Union is strong;
this is a great nation. We've got some chal-
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the Senate. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Florida

lenges ahead, but this country is going to
rise to the challenges.

We've got a big task ahead, and that
is to rid the world of terror. I know people
say, “What does that mean?” Well, it means
that in order to keep America safe, we've
got to make it clear to any person who
thinks they want to be a terrorist that this
great Nation and its coalition will find you
and bring you to justice. It means that if
you harbor a terrorist, if you feed a ter-
rorist, if you hide a terrorist, you're just
as guilty as a terrorist.

Our mission is more than just Afghani-
stan, although we've been pretty darn suc-
cessful there, thanks to the United States
military. And for those of you who have
a loved one in our military or in the mili-
tary, I want to thank you from the bottom
of our heart. I'm so proud—I'm so proud
of the men and women who wear our uni-
form.

And you need to be proud, too. We've
sent them into a tough mission, and they've
accomplished that mission exactly the way
that I hoped they would. We routed the
Taliban, and by the way, there’s nothing
that makes me more joyous than to know
our great military have been liberators, lib-
erators of oppressed women and children,
liberating people from the clutches of one
of the most barbaric regimes in the history
of mankind.

We're still in that theater. We will be
in that theater with our military until we
bring Al Qaida to justice. This is a dan-
gerous phase of the first theater in the war
on terror because there’s a lot of caves.
And we're trying to find people who, on
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