
1031 

Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / June 20 

Statement on World Refugee Day 
June 20, 2002 

On World Refugee Day, I commend the 
determination and bravery of refugees flee-
ing tyranny in many parts of the world. 
This year’s celebration focuses upon ref-
ugee women. They deserve our special ad-
miration for overcoming the daunting chal-
lenges they face every day. Today is also 
a time to be reminded of the terrible cir-
cumstances that drive people from their 
homelands in search of freedom and safety. 
America will always stand firm for the non-
negotiable demands of human dignity and 
the rule of law. 

As a country that has seen so many refu-
gees contribute so much to our society, this 
day has special meaning for Americans. I 
am proud that we are the largest donor 
to the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) and the world’s 

leader in accepting refugees for resettle-
ment. Today I reaffirm our commitment 
to protect and assist refugees, promote 
their right to seek asylum, and provide op-
portunities for their resettlement, as need-
ed. 

This year in Afghanistan, over a million 
Afghan refugees are returning home to re-
start their lives in a country free of Taliban 
oppression. Americans are proud of our 
contribution to this progress and will con-
tinue to assist in these efforts. 

This day we also recognize UNHCR and 
private voluntary organizations for their 
courage and tireless work under often ex-
traordinarily difficult conditions. Their ef-
forts bring hope to millions of refugees 
worldwide. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Treaty Between the United States 
of America and the Russian Federation on Strategic Offensive Reductions 
June 20, 2002 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, the 
Treaty Between the United States of Amer-
ica and the Russian Federation on Strategic 
Offensive Reductions, signed at Moscow on 
May 24, 2002 (the ‘‘Moscow Treaty’’). 

The Moscow Treaty represents an impor-
tant element of the new strategic relation-
ship between the United States and Russia. 
It will take our two nations along a stable, 
predictable path to substantial reductions 
in our deployed strategic nuclear warhead 
arsenals by December 31, 2012. When 
these reductions are completed, each coun-
try will be at the lowest level of deployed 
strategic nuclear warheads in decades. This 
will benefit the peoples of both the United 

States and Russia and contribute to a more 
secure world. 

The Moscow Treaty codifies my deter-
mination to break through the long impasse 
in further nuclear weapons reductions 
caused by the inability to finalize agree-
ments through traditional arms control ef-
forts. In the decade following the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, both countries’ stra-
tegic nuclear arsenals remained far larger 
than needed, even as the United States and 
Russia moved toward a more cooperative 
relationship. On May 1, 2001, I called for 
a new framework for our strategic relation-
ship with Russia, including further cuts in 
nuclear weapons to reflect the reality that 
the Cold War is over. On November 13, 
2001, I announced the United States plan 
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