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Third, within a limited budget we must
have an active, compassionate Government.
Beginning in September, I'll be proposing
creative ways to tackle some of the toughest
problems in our society. We must take the
side of parents trying to raise responsible,
motivated, and moral children. We must
help disadvantaged Americans find oppor-
tunity and ownership and the tools to suc-
ceed in our free economy. We must show
that our welcoming society values the ideals
and contributions of immigrants. We must
challenge Americans to be citizens, not

spectators, in the renewal of their neighbor-
hoods and their cities.

In a few days, I'm headed home to the
heartland to listen to the American people
and to talk about the values that unite and
sustain our country. Members of Congress
are going home as well. When we all come
back in September, so many accomplish-
ments are within our reach, and I look
forward to the work ahead.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:21 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks in a Ceremony Honoring Tour de France Champion

Lance Armstrong
August 3, 2001

The President. Please be seated. It's my
privilege to welcome you all to the White
House and to welcome my friend, a true
champ, a great American, Lance Arm-
strong. America’s incredibly proud of
Lance, and I know two people who are
really proud of him as well—that’s Kristin,
his wife, and young Luke. Thank you all
for coming as well.

We're also honored to have Chris Fowler
of ESPN here. I'm so—thank you for com-
ing, Chris. I was telling Chris a little ear-
lier, it'’s one of the programs I can watch
on TV that doesn’t say anything about me
at all. [Laughter]

I want to thank the members of my Cab-
inet who are here. Thank you all for com-
ing. I want to thank the Members of the
United States Congress and the Senate who
are here. I see a lot from the Texas delega-
tion here that are sure proud of you.

You all know the Tour de France is per-
haps the most physically demanding event
in sports. It lasts 3 weeks, stretches over
2,100 miles, and is often run in both swel-
tering heat and real cold weather. In the
end, the race is won or lost in the moun-

tains during 5 days of climbs that are in-
credibly steep and hazardous. That’s when
the heart is tested, and that’s when Lance
Armstrong excels. In the hardest part of
the race, Lance reveals an unbending will,
uncommon determination, and unques-
tioned courage. He has shown that courage
in sport. He has also shown that courage
in life.

Just a few years ago, Lance was diag-
nosed with cancer. He was weakened by
chemotherapy treatments and told he had
a 50-50 chance of living. He has done
more than survive. He has triumphed.

One observer commented that when you
survive cancer, the French Alps start to
look like speed bumps. [Laughter]

Lance’s story from cancer diagnosis to
a third straight victory in the Tour de
France is one of the great human stories.
It is a story of character, and it’s a story
of class.

Germany’s Jan Ullrich, the 1997 Tour de
France champion, is Lance Armstrong’s
chief competitor. The two of them were
leading during a critical stage of this year’s
Tour de France when Ullrich lost control
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of his bicycle, missed a turn, and ended
up in a ditch. When Lance saw what hap-
pened, he slowed down in order to allow
his chief competitor to recover. It was, as
Lance said, the right thing to do. We need
more citizens who know to do the right
thing. Lance Armstrong—the guy’s some-
thing else, isn’t he?

Lance Armstrong is a vivid reminder that
the great achievements of life are often
won or lost in the mountains, when the
climb is the steepest, when the heart is
tested. There are many children in this au-
dience who are showing similar determina-
tion in their fight with cancer and other
serious illnesses. You face tough challenges,
and you embrace life day by day. You're
showing courage on your own journey, and
all of us are inspired by your example as
well.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is my honor
to present to you a son of Texas, a great
American champion, and an extraordinary
human being, Lance Armstrong.

[At this point, Mr. Armstrong made brief
remarks and presented the President with
a bicycle and yellow Tour de France jer-
sey. ]

The President. Thank you all for coming
to the White House. May God bless you
all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Luke David Armstrong,
son of Lance Armstrong. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of Mr. Armstrong.

Statement on Senate Action on Emergency Agricultural Assistance

Legislation
August 3, 2001

The Senate today took wise and prompt
action to help America’s farmers. This vote
is a victory for our Nation’s farmers at a
time when they need it the most. I praise

the Senate for agreeing to the House bill
and look forward to signing this helpful

measure into law.

Statement on Bringing War Criminals to Justice

August 3, 2001

I welcome today’s transfer to the U.N.
International Tribunal for former Yugo-
slavia (ICTY) of three military officers ac-
cused of war crimes by the Government
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This decision,
like similar decisions by the Governments
in Croatia and Yugoslavia, shows that the
democratic governments of the region are
taking seriously their international obliga-
tions and the need to make a break from
the violence and atrocities of the past.
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I also welcome the decision of the Tri-
bunal convicting General Radislav Krstic of
genocide in the 1995 massacre of Muslims
from Srebrenica. I welcome and fully sup-
port the Tribunal’s judgment. Those who
commit war crimes must face justice. As
I said in Kosovo, we must not allow dif-
ference to be a license to kill and vulner-
ability an excuse to dominate.

These two important steps advance the
cause of justice but also help to consolidate
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