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Statement on Signing the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year

2002
December 28, 2001

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2883,
the “Intelligence Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2002.” The Act authorizes appro-
priations to fund United States intelligence
activities, including activities essential to
success in the war against global terrorism.
Regrettably, one provision of the Act falls
short of the standards of comity and flexi-
bility that should govern the relationship
between the executive and legislative
branches on sensitive intelligence matters
and, in some circumstances, would fall
short of constitutional standards.

Section 305 of the Act amends section
502 of the National Security Act of 1947,
which relates to executive branch reports
to the Congress under the intelligence
oversight provisions of the National Secu-
rity Act. Section 305 purports to require
that reports submitted to the congressional
intelligence committees by the executive
branch on significant anticipated intel-
ligence activities or significant intelligence
failures always be in written form, with a
concise statement of facts pertinent to the
report and an explanation of the signifi-
cance of the activity or failure.

The President’s Radio Address
December 29, 2001

Good morning. Two thousand and one
has been a year that Americans will always
remember. We suffered great loss, and we
found a new unity. We were attacked, and
we responded swiftly. We have seen the
strength of America in countless acts of
kindness, compassion, and courage.

This year ends with progress on the bat-
tlefield and accomplishment at home. The
men and women of our military have suc-

Section 502 of the National Security Act
as amended by section 305 of the Act shall
be construed for all purposes, specifically
including for the purpose of the establish-
ment of standards and procedures under
section 502(c) of the National Security Act
by the Director of Central Intelligence, in
a manner consistent with the President’s
constitutional authority to withhold infor-
mation the disclosure of which could impair
foreign relations, the national security, the
deliberative processes of the Executive, or
the performance of the Executive’s con-
stitutional duties. Section 502 shall also be
construed in a manner consistent with the
statutory responsibility of the Director of
Central Intelligence to protect intelligence
sources and methods and other exception-
ally sensitive matters.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
December 28, 2001.

Note: H.R. 2883, approved December 28,
was assigned Public Law No. 107-108.

cessfully fought a new kind of war. They
applied new tactics and new technology to
rout a new kind of enemy. The lessons
we learn in Afghanistan will guide our mili-
tary to the future and make our country
stronger and more secure.

On the homefront, we're strengthening
our defenses against terrorist attack while
upholding our constitutional liberties. Our
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