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protect us all. We are grateful to every
military family for the sacrifice they are
making for America. We owe them much.

Our Nation is also thankful for the peo-
ple of every faith, in every community, who
make a special effort this time of year to
help neighbors in need. So many good-
hearted Americans are giving time or
money to make sure that there’s a hot meal
for homeless people, a Christmas present
for disadvantaged children, food for the
hungry in foreign lands, or just a visit to
bring comfort to someone who is lonely
or sick.

The year now ending saw a few acts of
terrible evil. It also saw many more acts
of courage and kindness and love. And
these reflect the great hope of Christmas:

Christmas Greeting to the Nation
December 25, 2001

Good morning, and Merry Christmas.
During this time of conflict and challenge,
Christmas is a day on which we celebrate
hope and joy, when our thoughts turn to
justice and compassion and to a Prince of
Peace born long ago. This is a day on which
we give thanks for the wonder of God’s
love, for the blessings we have received,
and for the families we love. And this year
all of these things seem particularly impor-
tant.

Charles Dickens wrote that Christmas is
a time when abundance rejoices and want
is keenly felt. This Christmas finds many
facing hurt and loss, especially the families
of terror victims and of our young men
killed in battle. America grieves with you,
and we hope you'll especially find the com-
fort and hope of Christmas.

Laura and I send our good wishes to
all the families in America that have come

A light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness shall not overcome it.

Laura and I wish a very joyous holiday
to all Americans. May the peace and good
will of the season fill every heart and warm
every home.

Thank you for listening, and Merry
Christmas.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:00
a.m. on December 21 in the Oval Office at
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m.
on December 22. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on December 21 but was embargoed for re-
lease until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

together in celebration. We're especially
grateful to all the men and women of our
military, many of whom are today separated
from their loved ones because theyre serv-
ing our country.

Even in this time of war, we pray for
peace on Earth and good will toward men,
and we continue to ask God’s blessings on
the United States.

Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year.

NoTE: The radio greeting was recorded at
10:04 a.m. on December 21 in the Cabinet
Room for later broadcast. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on December 21 but was embar-
goed for release until December 25. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this greeting.
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