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Statement on House of Representatives Action on Election Reform 
Legislation 
December 12, 2001

I commend the House of Representatives 
for today’s overwhelming passage of the bi-
partisan ‘‘Help America Vote Act.’’ This 
legislation goes a long way toward adopting 
reforms advocated by the Ford/Carter 
Commission on Federal Election Reform 
and is based on principles I endorsed and 
recommended to Congress in July. The 

Ney-Hoyer bill is a good start in achieving 
these goals—it respects the value of every 
eligible vote and the primary role of State, 
county, and local governments in elections. 
I look forward to working with Congress 
to enact responsible election reform before 
the upcoming 2002 elections.

Statement on Congressional Action on Bioterrorism Defense Legislation 
December 12, 2001

I commend Congressmen Tauzin and 
Dingell for successfully passing bipartisan 
legislation that will help meet our imme-
diate bioterrorism defense needs. Their leg-
islation includes many of my priorities, in-
cluding proposals to expand the pharma-
ceutical stockpile, increase our supply of 
smallpox vaccines, strengthen State and 

local preparedness, and improve the safety 
of our food supply. 

I look forward to working closely with 
Congressmen Tauzin and Dingell, as well 
as Senators Kennedy, Gregg, and Frist, to 
quickly reach a bipartisan consensus on this 
important legislation.

Memorandum on the Congressional Subpoena for Executive Branch 
Documents 
December 12, 2001

Memorandum for the Attorney General

Subject: Congressional Subpoena for 
Executive Branch Documents

I have been advised that the Committee 
on Government Reform of the House of 
Representatives has subpoenaed confiden-
tial Department of Justice documents. The 
documents consist of memoranda from the 
Chief of the Campaign Financing Task 
Force to former Attorney General Janet 
Reno recommending that a Special Counsel 
be appointed to investigate a matter under 
review by the Task Force, memoranda writ-

ten in response to those memoranda, and 
deliberative memoranda from other inves-
tigations containing advice and rec-
ommendations concerning whether par-
ticular criminal prosecutions should be 
brought. I understand that, among other 
accommodations the Department has pro-
vided the Committee concerning the mat-
ters that are the subject of these docu-
ments, the Department has provided brief-
ings with explanations of the reasons for 
the prosecutorial decisions, and is willing 
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