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temporary home for Laura and me, but 
it’s the people’s house, and it belongs to 
people of all faiths. 

The magnificent menorah before us was 
crafted over a century ago in the city of 
Lvov, which was an important center of 
Jewish life and culture. The Jews of Lvov 
fell victim to the horror of the Nazi Holo-
caust, but their great menorah survived. 
And as God promised Abraham, the people 
of Israel still live. 

This has been a year of much sadness 
in the United States and for our friends 
in Israel. America and Israel have been 
through much together; this year we have 
grieved together. But as we watch the light-
ing of this second candle of Hanukkah, 
we’re reminded of the ancient story of 
Israel’s courage and of the power of faith 
to make the darkness bright. We can see 
the heroic spirit of the Maccabees lives on 
in Israel today, and we trust that a better 
day is coming, when this festival of freedom 
will be celebrated in a world free from 
terror. 

Laura and I wish all the people of Jewish 
faith in America and Israel and around the 
world many joyous Hanukkahs in the years 
ahead. 

And all right, now we call on young Talia 
to help us light the candles. Thank you 
so much for being here. 

[At this point, 8-year-old Talia Lefkowitz, 
daughter of Office of Management and 
Budget General Counsel Jay P. Lefkowitz, 
lit the menorah and sang a Hebrew prayer. 
The President and First Lady Laura Bush 

then presented gifts to the children in at-
tendance.] 

The President. It’s great to see every-
body. Thanks for coming to the White 
House. 

Videotape of Usama bin Laden
Q. Sir, on this occasion of peace and 

celebration, can you tell us how you were 
struck by this bin Laden videotape? 

The President. It just reminded me of 
what a murderer he is and how right and 
just our cause is. 

I couldn’t imagine somebody like Usama 
bin Laden understanding the joy of Hanuk-
kah or the joy of Christmas or celebrating 
peace and hope. This man wants to destroy 
any semblance of civilization for his own 
power and his own good. He’s so evil that 
he’s willing to send young men to commit 
suicide while he hides in caves. 

And while we celebrate peace and light-
ness, I fully understand in order to make 
sure peace and lightness exist in the future, 
we must bring him to justice. And we will. 

But for those who see this tape, they’ll 
realize that not only is he guilty of incred-
ible murder, he has no conscience and no 
soul, that he represents the worst of civili-
zation. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5 p.m. in the 
Bookseller’s Area at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these 
remarks.

Remarks at a September 11 Remembrance Ceremony 
December 11, 2001

A great writer has said that the struggle 
of humanity against tyranny is the struggle 
of memory against forgetting. When we 

fight terror, we fight tyranny, and so we 
remember. 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 08:44 May 21, 2003 Jkt 193362 PO 00000 Frm 00683 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\HR\OC\193362A.023 193362A



1500

Dec. 11 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

We remember the perfect blueness of 
the sky that Tuesday morning. We remem-
ber the children traveling without their 
mothers when the planes were hijacked. 

We remember the cruelty of the mur-
derers and the pain and anguish of the 
murdered. Every one of the innocents who 
died on September the 11th was the most 
important person on Earth to somebody. 
Every death extinguished a world. 

We remember the courage of the rescue 
workers and the outpouring of friendship 
and sympathy from nations around the 
world. We remember how we felt that day: 
our sadness, the surge of love for our coun-
try, our anger, and our determination to 
right this huge wrong. 

Today, the wrong is being righted, and 
justice is being done. We still have far to 
go, and many dangers lie ahead. Yet, there 
can be no doubt how this conflict will end. 
Our enemies have made the mistake that 
America’s enemies always make. They saw 
liberty and thought they saw weakness, and 
now they see defeat. 

In time, this war will end, but our re-
membrance never will. All around this 
beautiful city are statues of our heroes, me-
morials, museums, and archives that pre-
serve our national experience, our achieve-
ments and our failures, our defeats and our 
victories. 

This Republic is young, but its memory 
is long. Now we have inscribed a new 
memory alongside those others. It’s a mem-
ory of tragedy and shock, of loss and 
mourning—but not only of loss and mourn-

ing. It’s also a memory of bravery and self-
sacrifice and the love that lays down its 
life for a friend, even a friend whose name 
it never knew. 

We are privileged to have with us today 
the families of many of the heroes on Sep-
tember the 11th, including the family of 
Jeremy Glick of Flight 93. His courage and 
self-sacrifice may have saved the White 
House. It is right and fitting that it is here 
we pay our respects. 

In time, perhaps, we will mark the mem-
ory of September the 11th in stone and 
metal, something we can show children as 
yet unborn to help them understand what 
happened on this minute and on this day. 

But for those of us who lived through 
these events, the only marker we’ll ever 
need is the tick of a clock at the 46th 
minute of the 8th hour of the 11th day. 
We will remember where we were and how 
we felt. We will remember the dead and 
what we owe them. We will remember 
what we lost and what we found. And in 
our time, we will honor the memory of 
the 11th day by doing our duty as citizens 
of this great country, freedom’s home and 
freedom’s defender. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:46 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. The ob-
servance was entitled ‘‘The World Will Al-
ways Remember September 11.’’ The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks at the Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina 
December 11, 2001

Thank you all very much. Please be seat-
ed. Thank you for that warm welcome. I’m 
glad to be back here at the Citadel. 

I have come to talk about the future 
security of our country, in a place where 

I took up this subject 2 years ago as can-
didate for President. In September 1999 
I said here at the Citadel that America 
was entering a period of consequences that 
would be defined by the threat of terror 
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