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Night,’’ we sing, ‘‘His law is love, and His 
gospel is peace. Chains ye shall break, for 
the slave is our brother. And in His name 
all oppression shall cease.’’

America seeks peace and believes in jus-
tice. We fight only when necessary. We 
fight so that oppression may cease, and 
even in the midst of war, we pray for peace 
on Earth and good will to men. 

This is a time of the year for families 
and friends to gather together, not simply 
to celebrate the season but to renew the 
bonds of love and affection that give fulfill-
ment to our lives. And this is a year we 
will not forget those who lost loved ones 
in the attacks on September the 11th and 
on the battlefield. They will remain in our 
prayers. 

It is now my honor to invite Leon 
Patterson and Faith Elseth and Laura to 
join me up here as we light the National 
Christmas Tree. Leon and Faith’s fathers, 

Major Clifford Patterson and Lt. Com-
mander Robert Elseth, served in the 
United States military. Both of these good 
men were lost in the attack on the Pen-
tagon. 

Leon and Faith, we thank you for help-
ing us celebrate Christmas. You remind us 
of the comfort of Christmas, that hope 
never fails and love never ends. 

And now, would you please help Laura 
light up our beautiful tree. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. on 
the Ellipse during the annual Christmas Pag-
eant of Peace. In his remarks, he referred 
to Peter F. Nostrand, chairman, Christmas 
Pageant of Peace, and television weatherman 
Doug Hill, who played the role of Santa 
Claus. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Trade Promotion 
Authority Legislation 
December 6, 2001

I commend the House of Representatives 
for passing legislation that will restore our 
Nation’s authority to negotiate trade agree-
ments. Trade promotion authority will give 
me the flexibility I need to secure the 
greatest possible trade opportunities for 
America’s farmers, workers, families, and 
consumers. 

Trade promotion authority is a key part 
of our trade agenda. It will help us pursue 
and complete trade agreements, including 

the global trade negotiations launched last 
month in Doha, Qatar. By promoting open 
trade, we expand export markets and create 
high-paying jobs for Americans, while pro-
viding opportunities for other nations as a 
result of free trade. 

Now that the House has acted, I urge 
the Senate to move quickly to send me 
a trade promotion authority bill I can sign.
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