AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Nov. 19 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

airplanes. The Department of Transpor-
tation instituted a zero-tolerance crackdown
on security breaches.

Our National Guard protects us in our
airports. And I want to thank the National
Guards men and women who will be work-
ing the holiday season. I want to thank
them for being away from their families,
thank them for providing more security for
people who travel.

I appreciate the work the airlines have
done with the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. The airlines have started intense
nighttime  security sweeps of aircraft.
They've tightened background checks for
employees and implemented nondiscrim-
inatory government-approved criterion for
identifying passengers who require addi-
tional security.

Now, we take the next important step.
For the first time, airport security will be-
come a direct Federal responsibility over-
seen by a new Under Secretary of Trans-
portation for Security. Additional funds will
be provided for Federal air marshals, and
a new team of Federal security managers,
supervisors, law enforcement officers, and
screeners will ensure all passengers and
carry-on bags are inspected thoroughly and
effectively. The new security force will be
well trained, made up of U.S. citizens. And
if any of its members do not perform, the
new Under Secretary will have full author-
ity to discipline or remove them.

At the same time, we will adopt strict
new requirements to screen checked bag-
gage, to tighten security in all other areas
of airports, and to provide greater security
for travelers by bus and by train. This bill

sets a one-year deadline for the transition
to the new system. It gives my administra-
tion the flexibility we need to make that
transition work.

Ultimately, this bill offers local authori-
ties the option to bring in outside experts—
a method that’s worked well in Israel and
Western Europe—provided those outside
experts can meet our rigorous new safety
standards and requirements.

Security comes first. The Federal Gov-
ernment will set high standards, and we
will enforce them. These have been dif-
ficult days for Americans who fly and for
American aviation. A proud industry has
been hit hard. But this Nation has seen
the dedication and spirit of our pilots and
flightcrews and the hundreds of thousands
of hard-working people who keep America
flying. We know they will endure. I'm con-
fident this industry will grow and prosper.

The holidays will soon be here. Even
after the last few months, we have much
to be thankful for. We have a great country.
We're a great people. We have our faith,
our families, and our friends. And, thanks
to this bill, we have a new commitment
to security in the air. And that’s good news,
as Americans travel to celebrate this season
with their loved ones.

It is now my honor to sign this important
piece of legislation.

NotE: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in
the lobby of Terminal A at Ronald Reagan
Washington National Airport. S. 1447, ap-
proved November 19, was assigned Public
Law No. 107-71.

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation Ceremony

November 19, 2001

Thank you all. Please be seated. Good
afternoon, and welcome to the White
House. I'm not going to speak too long,
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because our guest of honor looks a little
nervous. Nobody’s told him yet that I'm
going to give him a pardon.
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We're especially glad that so many of
the young can come today. Thank you all
for being here. In a few moments, you
can come up and pet the turkey if you
want to.

Nick Weaver and Stuart Proctor of the
National Turkey Foundation are here, and
I want to thank you both for being here—
honored you're here. Actually, you probably
don’t know this, but there were two turkeys
brought to Washington for this occasion.
By custom, an alternate is always on hand
to fill in if needed.

This one right here—his name is Liberty.
And the other turkey, the alternate, his
name is Freedom. Now, Freedom is not
here because he’s in a secure and undis-
closed location. [Laughter]

This White House tradition dates back
to Abraham Lincoln. Probably what you
don’t know is that Abraham Lincoln had
a son named Tad who kept a turkey as
a pet. I thought about trying to keep the
turkey as a pet, but I don’t think the two
dogs and the cat would like it.

From our very beginnings, gratitude has
been a part of our national character.
Through the generations, our country has
known its share of hardships. And we've
been through some tough times, some test-
ing moments during the last months. Yet,
weve never lost sight of the blessings
around us: the freedoms we enjoy, the peo-
ple we love, and the many gifts of our
prosperous land.

On this holiday, we give thanks for our
many blessings and for life itself. Thanks-

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting

November 19, 2001

Operation Enduring Freedom

The President. We just had a very pro-
ductive Cabinet meeting. We discussed a
variety of subjects, spent a fair amount of
time on the war and the progress we're

giving reminds us that the greatest gifts
don’t come from the hands of man, but
from the Maker of heaven and Earth.

This week American families will gather
in that spirit. We will remember, too, those
who approach the holidays with a burden
of sadness. We think especially of families
that recently lost loved ones and of our
men and women in the Armed Forces serv-
ing far away from home.

This is a Nation of many faiths. And this
holiday season we’ll all be joined in prayer
that those who mourn will find comfort,
that those in dangers will find protection,
and that God will continue to watch over
the land we love.

I now have the duty of ending the sus-
pense of our feathery guest. For this turkey
and his traveling companion, this will not
be their last Thanksgiving. They will live
out their days in comfort and care of
Kidwell Farm of Herndon, Virginia. By vir-
tue of an unconditional Presidential pardon,
they are safe from harm.

May God continue to bless America, and
I hope everybody has a happy Thanks-
giving. Thank you for coming. We’ll go over
and see the turkey.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:48 p.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Nick Weaver, chair-
man, and Stuart Proctor, Jr., president, Na-
tional Turkey Federation. The Thanksgiving
Day proclamation of November 16 is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

and an Exchange With Reporters

making in Afghanistan. We have made
great progress there, but there’s still a lot
of work to do. And the degree of difficulty

is increasing as we work hard to achieve
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