
1332

Nov. 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

herewith a 6-month periodic report on the 
national emergency with respect to Sudan 
that was declared in Executive Order 13067 
of November 3, 1997, based upon informa-
tion made available to me. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 

October 31, 2001. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 1.

Statement on Strengthening the International Regime Against Biological 
Weapons 
November 1, 2001

Disease has long been the deadliest 
enemy of mankind. Infectious diseases 
make no distinctions among people and 
recognize no borders. We have fought the 
causes and consequences of disease 
throughout history and must continue to 
do so with every available means. All civ-
ilized nations reject as intolerable the use 
of disease and biological weapons as instru-
ments of war and terror. 

For almost 30 years, the vast majority 
of nations has banned all biological weap-
ons, in accordance with the 1972 Biological 
and Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC). 
This landmark accord—now with 144 na-
tions as parties—prohibits the possession of 
all biological weapons. 

Before the BWC, the United States had 
independently and unconditionally re-
nounced the possession and use of biologi-
cal weapons. The United States unilaterally 
destroyed its biological weapons stockpiles 
and dismantled or converted to peaceful 
uses the facilities that had been used for 
developing and producing them. 

Today, we know that the scourge of bio-
logical weapons has not been eradicated. 
Instead, the threat is growing. Since Sep-
tember 11, America and others have been 
confronted by the evils these weapons can 
inflict. This threat is real and extremely 
dangerous. Rogue states and terrorists pos-
sess these weapons and are willing to use 
them. 

The United States is committed to 
strengthening the Biological Weapons Con-
vention (BWC) as part of a comprehensive 
strategy for combating the complex threats 
of weapons of mass destruction and ter-
rorism. With this objective, my administra-
tion is proposing that all Parties:

•  Enact strict national criminal legisla-
tion against prohibited BW activities 
with strong extradition requirements; 

•  Establish an effective United Nations 
procedure for investigating suspicious 
outbreaks or allegations of biological 
weapons use; 

•  Establish procedures for addressing 
BWC compliance concerns; 

•  Commit to improving international dis-
ease control and to enhance mecha-
nisms for sending expert response 
teams to cope with outbreaks; 

•  Establish sound national oversight 
mechanisms for the security and ge-
netic engineering of pathogenic orga-
nisms; 

•  Devise a solid framework for biosci-
entists in the form of a code of ethical 
conduct that would have universal rec-
ognition; and 

•  Promote responsible conduct in the 
study, use, modification, and shipment 
of pathogenic organisms.

I have directed my administration to con-
sult with our friends and allies, as well as 
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with Congress, industry, and nongovern-
mental experts, on these proposals. We look 
forward to hearing the new ideas on how 
best to achieve our common aim of elimi-
nating biological weapons. 

Our objective is to fashion an effective 
international approach to strengthen the Bi-
ological Weapons Convention. The ideas we 

propose do not constitute a complete solu-
tion to the use of pathogens and bio-
technology for evil purposes. However, if 
we can strengthen the Convention against 
the threat of biological weapons, we will 
contribute to the security of the people of 
the United States and mankind as a whole.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Aviation Security 
Legislation 
November 1, 2001

I commend the House for passing legisla-
tion that will help ensure the safety of the 
traveling public by strengthening security 
at America’s airports. I am pleased the bill 
includes many of the safety measures pro-
posed by my administration, including 
strong Federal oversight of airline security, 
an expanded Federal air marshals program, 

and important aircraft security enhance-
ments. 

The American people deserve tough se-
curity standards, and the House plan deliv-
ers. I urge the House and Senate to quickly 
work together to send a strong and effec-
tive bill to my desk.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Major Illicit Drug-Producing or Major 
Drug-Transit Countries 
November 1, 2001

Dear lllll : 
In accordance with section 490(h) of the 

Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amend-
ed (FAA), I have determined that the fol-
lowing countries are major illicit drug-pro-
ducing or major drug-transit countries: Af-
ghanistan, the Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, 
Burma, China, Colombia, Dominican Re-
public, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, India, 
Jamaica, Laos, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Thailand, Ven-
ezuela, and Vietnam. 

I note that a country’s presence on the 
list of major drug-transit countries is not 
an adverse reflection on its government’s 
counternarcotics efforts or on the level of 
its cooperation with the United States. 

Consistent with the statutory definition of 
a major drug-transit country set forth in 
section 481(e)(5) of the FAA, among the 
reasons that major drug-transit countries 
are placed on the list is the combination 
of geographical, commercial, and economic 
factors that allow drugs to transit despite 
the most assiduous enforcement measures 
of the government concerned. 

In recent years, we have seen rapidly 
rising quantities of illegal synthetic drugs 
entering the United States, especially 
MDMA (Ecstasy) from Europe. MDMA 
abuse is an emerging problem that we are 
studying closely. Because much of the Ec-
stasy consumed in Europe and the United 
States is manufactured clandestinely in the 
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