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fly airplanes to take a life? Why? Why is
it that people send ugly things through the
mail?

And my answer is: There’s evil in the
world, but we can overcome evil. We're
good. We're good-hearted people, and the
boys and girls of America are showing the
world just that. We don’t fight a religion.
No, we fight evil. We respect the Muslim
culture. We know Islam is a religion that
teaches love and peace and compassion.
No, our struggle is against evil people—
evil people that claim theyre religious but
are not.

And T also want the boys and girls to
know that while you're helping, our Gov-
ernment is doing everything we can to
make America safe. We're doing everything
we can to find anybody who wants to hurt
you, to bring them to justice. We're doing
everything we can to respond to any act
that may take place in our country. I know
some boys and girls worry, but by going

Interview With Asian Editors
October 16, 2001

The President. Well, thank you for com-
ing. First, let me give some introductory
remarks.

First, I'm looking forward to my trip.
I leave tomorrow morning. I leave with
great anticipation of a very positive trip.
First, T'm looking forward to going to
Shanghai. I went there in 1975, when I
visited my dad. And I understand it's a
city transformed; it'’s a changed city. I look
forward to seeing the changed city. It’s
going to be a very interesting experience.

Secondly, I'm looking forward to meeting
with world leaders, leaders from China, my
first experience.

I'm looking forward to seeing my friend
the Prime Minister Koizumi again. I've had
two or three meetings—three meetings
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out to raise money to help others, it'll help
ease the worry and set such a good example
for everybody else to see.

So I want to thank not only the boys
and girls here, who have worked so hard
in the DC area, but the boys and girls
from all across the country who have heard
the call to love a neighbor just like you
would like to be loved yourself.

Thank you very much for coming. May
God bless your works, and may God con-
tinue to bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:34 p.m. in
the main lobby of the American Red Cross
headquarters. In his remarks, he referred to
Dr. Bernadine Healy, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer, American Red Cross, and
Kristen Strickland, an 1l-year-old home-
schooled student from Virginia. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks.

with him, and we've got a very good rela-
tionship.

Finally, I'm looking forward to meeting
with your leader as well, Kim Dae-jung.
He was right here in the Oval Office the
last time I saw him. I'm looking forward
to a second meeting. We've got a lot to
discuss.

So on the one hand, we’ll have our joint
meetings, and then we’ll have the bilateral
meetings. The joint meetings are important;
the bilateral meetings are very important.
And I'm really looking forward to it.

Obviously, I leave at a very difficult time
in my country, because of these terrorist
attacks, the recent anthrax that has made
it in the news. On the other hand, I think
it is very important for me to go, to not
only discuss our economic interests and our
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bilateral interests but to continue to talk
about the war on terrorists, terrorism. And
it’s also important for my Nation to see
that I leave because of—that international
affairs are still a very important part of
making the world more safe.

I'll be glad to answer questions.

APEC Summit

. Mr. President, you are going to
Shanghai for the APEC Summit. Could you
tell me your opinion about the summit, and
what’s your expectation?

The President. Sure. I expect to have a
very frank dialog with Jiang Zemin about—
and I will tell him how important it is for
the United States and China to have good
relations. And I look forward to having an
honest discussion with other world leaders
about a variety of issues.

Obviously, the Korean Peninsula, we’ll
talk about the relationship between South
and North Korea. As far as Japan goes,
we’ll talk about our national defense rela-
tions, as well as the Japanese economy, and
Koizumi will want to know about our econ-
omy as well. And also, with all three leaders
we'll be talking about trade and the need
to fight against international terrorism.

So my expectations are very solid, that
this will be a very good and a very impor-
tant meeting.

Q. Second question?

The President. We'll go around; every-
body will get to ask.

Upcoming Discussions With President Jiang
Zemin of China

Q. Mr. President, you are going to meet
our President, Mr. Jiang Zemin. What's the
priority topic you're going to discuss?

The President. 1 think the first priority
is, of course, for Jiang Zemin to look me
in the eye, take the measure of the Amer-
ican President. We've only spoken over the
phone. We haven’t had a chance to meet.
So it’s to establish a personal relationship.

I will have met most of the leaders at
APEC. I will have not met Jiang Zemin.

I look forward to meeting him, so he can
see that I'm a sincere person when I say
that T want to have good relations, that
I understand there will be moments where
we agree and moments where we disagree,
but we’ll work to have good relations.

As you recall, we had a start that tested
our relationship, and that was over the EP—
3 incident. Yet, we were very calm. Both
sides were calm; both sides gathered the
facts; and both sides worked to resolve an
incident which could have been a difficult
incident. But it wasn’t. It turned out to
be a much more peaceful resolution than
a lot of people in the world thought was
possible.

It was very interesting to get reactions
from other world leaders during that inci-
dent, because they didn’t know me. They
weren't sure how we’d react, and they
weren't sure how the chemistry would be
between our two governments. And I think
we showed the world that we can work
things together. And that’s going to be very
important.

Trade is going to be very important for
us to discuss, too. I think it's going to be
very important for us to talk about pro-
liferation. I think it’s going to be very im-
portant for us to talk about human rights.
There’s a wide range of issues that we can
discuss. But I know we’ll discuss them in
the spirit of a desire to have good, close
relations. China is a very important country,
and I understand how important it is.

Q. Mr. President, I have three questions.

The President. Okay. Each person gets
three questions, so you can think of another
one.

Japan’s Role in the War on Terrorism

Q. Beyond the economic and financial
contribution, what kind of role do you think
Japan can play in fighting the war against
terrorists?

The President. Well, first of all, as you
know, the Prime Minister has talked about
possibly participating with some defense
forces, not combat forces but defense
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forces. We're more than open-minded to
talk about a way for Japan to contribute.

But I want to remind you that you
should not discount the importance of dis-
rupting the financial networks of the terror-
ists. I we starve them of money, that’s
just as effective as conventional armament.
And also we need to share intelligence; all
three countries need to share intelligence
back and forth. If we hear or see there
is a threat on Japan or China or South
Korea, we will share that information so
that each of us can protect our own home-
land. It’s a different kind of war we’re
fighting.

So the contributions can be varied and
different. And each nation represented here
will contribute in different ways. And I rec-
ognize that, and we’re not going to ask
nations to contribute in ways that their peo-
ple won't understand or accept. So there
are going to be some nations that will con-
tribute in this area and won’t be able to
help here. But that’s okay, just so long as
we're all focused on the goal of ridding
the world of terrorism. And we must make
that decision now.

And that’s what I look forward to telling
all the three world leaders. I want them
to see how determined I am to succeed,
and that I'm patient and resolved and will
not yield until we send a clear signal to
terrorists: There will be a consequence, and
if you harbor a terrorist as a nation, you
will be held accountable. And that’s just
as important, and I think all three leaders
understand that. I know the Prime Minister
of Japan does.

Japan and the International Economy

Q. The second question, Mr. President,
what would you like Japan to do for revital-
izing the world economy after the terrorist
attacks?

The President. Well, I think what Japan
needs to do is what Prime Minister
Koizumi campaigned on, and that is to
push for significant economic reform, sig-
nificant restructuring to work on bad loans
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and bad assets, to get them off the books,
so to speak.

I felt like the Prime Minister and I, in
our discussions about the internal situation
in Japan, understood each other well. And
I have always urged him at every conversa-
tion to be as bold and as strong as he
can, because it’s very important for the
world that the Japanese economy be strong
and recover.

Now, we have to do some things in our
own country. We have been severely af-
fected by the economic—by the attacks,
and therefore, we need an economic revi-
talization plan. And we've taken some steps.
We've spent money to help New York re-
cover. We've spent money, obviously, to
help our defenses. We've spent money to
help our airline industry, which has been
badly affected. I think we need to cut taxes
again. We cut taxes in the summer. I want
to cut taxes again to offset the spending
to create a stimulus.

Finally, however—and this is going to be
an important part of the meeting—we must
confirm our mutual desire to have the
world trade more freely. It is important
for all our economies that we trade freely,
that markets be open. Listen, I understand
there are some issues involved with opening
markets, but we've got to work toward an
ideal of more open markets.

Last question.

Japan and the Future of Afghanistan

Q. The third question, Mr. President,
what kind of a contribution do you expect
Japan to make to stabilizing future govern-
ment problem in Afghanistan?

The President. Well, let me say that the
last time the Prime Minister was here, he
told me that the Japanese had dedicated
$40 million to relief in Afghanistan. And
I praised him here, in front of the Amer-
ican press corps, for that generous con-
tribution.

I think that goes to show that Prime
Minister Koizumi understands there is an
international role for a stable Afghanistan.
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I understand that we need to worry about
what Afghanistan looks like and that we
must restore a sense of stability in that
country and take care of the poor people
that have been victimized by the Taliban
regime.

On the other hand, I want to assure ev-
erybody my focus is on achieving the objec-
tive, which is bringing the Al Qaida organi-
zation hiding in Afghanistan to justice and
holding the Government that harbors them
accountable as well.

But I appreciate Japan’s role. I appre-
ciate the Prime Minister’s understanding of
the need not only to provide short-term
relief, like we are as well, but also to be
a part of a longer term solution in Afghani-
stan. He understands that, and for that,
I'm grateful.

Last question for here, and then you get
three. You were probably wondering
whether I knew you were even sitting
there, but I knew.

China-U.S. Relations

Q. My last question. The Chinese readers
of my paper most want to know, what’s
your idea for the development in the bilat-
eral relationship between China and the
USA.?

The President. Well, first, the most im-
portant thing about a relationship between
our two nations is for the two leaders to
get to know each other as people, as indi-
viduals. I want to be able to hear from
your leader, the leader of China, what’s
on his mind. I'll be able to tell more about
this leader when I see him and hear him,
and he’ll be able to tell more from me,
about me, by listening to me.

Secondly, I think it’s very important for
us to continue to foster good trading rela-
tions. Trade is mutually beneficial to our
nations. I argued strongly during the cam-
paign and since I've been President that
China should ascend to WTO——

Q. Thank you.

The President. because that is a very
important part of encouraging China to

have market-oriented growth. But at the
same time, it’s in our nations’ interests. I
was most pleased with the progress we've
made about China accepting U.S. farm
products as part of the WTO process. It
was a very important breakthrough. I think
it’s going to be very important for us to
discuss areas not only where we agree but
areas where we don’t agree.

But one place where we do agree—and
it’s important for your readers to know—
is I support a “one China” policy. And I
also expect there to be a peaceful reconcili-
ation of the differences. And I look forward
to reaffirming that with Jiang Zemin.

We need to talk about a variety of issues,
which we will. And I'm confident we can
have a very constructive relationship. It
starts with the desire to have a constructive
relationship, and my desire is to have a
constructive relationship.

Korean Peninsula Security

Q. As the war on the terrorism goes on,
one of the utmost important issue for the
Korean people should be the security of
Korean Peninsula.

The President. Yes.

Q. If the war prolongs, as you have ex-
pected, 1 or 2 years, and North Korea
sometime in the future change their rec-
onciliatory stance and become hostile again
and if there occurs some kind of conflict
in the Korean Peninsula, how would you
respond to that?

The President. We will fulfill our obliga-
tions to the South Korean people and to
our pact with South Korea. North Korea
should not in any way, shape, or form think
that because we happen to be engaged in
Afghanistan, we will not be prepared and
ready to fulfill our end of our agreement
with the South Korean Government. They
should not use this as an opportunity to
threaten our close friend and ally South
Korea.

Not only will we have troops there and
have them there, we will be prepared to
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defend and stand side by side with our
long-time friend the South Korean people.

Chairman Kim Chong-il of North Korea

Q. Thank you. And the second question
is, South Korea-North Korea talks have
been stalled after the inauguration of your
administration, virtually. And North Korean
leader Kim Chong-il has not returned his
visit, which he has agreed last year. And
earlier this month, North Korea has can-
celed the plan, agreed plan to exchange
to separate families. And things are a little
bit changing right now. About all these,
there are some Korean people blame it,
in part, to your administration North Ko-
rean policy. Do you have any comment on
that? And I wonder if you have any mes-
sage concerning about Kim Chong-il?

The President. I've got a message to Kim
Chong-il: Fulfill your end of the bargain.
You said you would meet. Meet.

No one in the United States is stopping
him from doing this. This is a decision he
made. He can blame it on who he wants,
but he ought to fulfill his end of the agree-
ment.

And secondly, I want to remind your
readers that we offered to meet with Kim
Chong-il. In June of this year we said, “At
a time of your choosing, well be glad to
send a representative to meet with you to
discuss a variety of issues.” And yet, he
chooses not to meet with us, either. He
won’t meet with you; he won't meet with
us, which kind of leads me to believe that
perhaps he doesn’t want to meet. So he
can blame it on who he wants, but it’s
up to him to make that decision.

Secondly, I think that he needs to earn
the trust of the world. I think he needs
to take pressure off of South Korea and
off of DMZ. I think he needs to say—
send a signal, clearest message, that he’s
for peace, not for war. And he can do that
very easily by removing conventional forces
back. That’s very simple to do. I know he
needs to stop spreading weapons of mass
destruction around the world. And I look
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forward to—my Government looks forward
to explaining that to him, in no uncertain
terms.

In the meantime, we have great sym-
pathy for the North Korean people. Any-
where there is starvation, Americans, like
other nations, worry about what causes the
starvation. How can people starve in a
world where there is food? So my heart
breaks when I hear the stories of North
Korean families not being able to feed their
children—children are children, regardless
of who their leaders are—and I'm sad
about that.

I want to applaud Kim Dae-jung for his
leadership in instituting the Sunshine Pol-
icy. As I said right here in the Oval Office,
I support the Sunshine Policy. I think it
makes sense. I think the more interchange
there is, the more likely it is there will
be peace. And after all, we're for peace.

By the way, I fully understand how this
issue affects the other nations of the Far
East as well. And so we want to have dis-
cussions with Kim Chong-il. We've made
the offer to have discussions with Kim
Chong-il. But he refuses to talk. And I'm
always—which makes me wonder, why?
Why would he not want to talk? What is
it about this man who refuses to—not only
to talk with us but to fulfill an agreement
he made with your Government?

U.S. Military Presence on the Korean
Peninsula/Reunification

Q. Actually, I'd like to have two ques-
tions, if you allow me, Mr. President.

The President. Okay.

Q. I'd like to hear your opinion on the
reunification of Korean Peninsula. And
what kind of role the United States can
do after the reunification? And the status
of the American military forces?

The President. Sure. Let me start with
that. The last one’s easy. We’'ll have a mili-
tary presence on the Peninsula. We think
it’s important for providing stability, not
only on the Korean Peninsula but through-
out that part of the Far East, and I think
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most governments recognize that. And so
we'll keep a presence there, and I don't
have any intention of diminishing our pres-
ence. As a matter of fact, I think the
United States plays a very unique role of
providing assurance and providing stability,
and we’ll continue that role.

Secondly, our role—what do I think
about the chances for reunification? You
know, it's hard for me to tell. I would say
that I am—I believe that anything is pos-
sible. However, if a leader refuses to meet
to discuss reunification, it's going to be
hard to achieve. It takes two parties, two
willing parties, who make the commitment
to proceed forward.

I know the leader of South Korea has
made that commitment. It’s easy to see
when you talk to him. He’s got this firm,
fervent belief that better relations with
North Korea leading to talks about different
types of reunifications, starting with fami-
lies, is very important. I mean, you can—
there’s no question in his mind and no
question in my mind, having talked to him,
about his strong belief. But I fully recog-
nize it takes two leaders to share the same
vision and the same hopes. And it’s appar-
ent that Kim Chong-il doesn’t share the
same vision; otherwise, talks would be on-
going.

You see, I believe in the art of the pos-
sible. I believe if leaders want something
to happen and theyre willing to work to
make it happen, it can happen. But it re-
quires will and drive and perseverance and
persistence. And I don’t see that from one
part of the—one side of the equation. I
do see it from Kim Dae-jung, however.

Thirdly, about our role. Well, first of all,
we believe that any kind of discussions and
talks between South Korea and North
Korea will make the Peninsula more peace-
ful. Dialog is important, particularly the
human-to-human exchange, that sometimes
people are ahead of their governments—
you know, the will of the people gets out
ahead of a government, and that in itself—
and I think most people are peaceful peo-

ple. I think most people want there to be
peace.

The timetable of such a reunification is
obviously up in air, since there’s no discus-
sions. But we’d be willing to help. We want
to help our friend. If this is what our friend
and ally South Korea thinks is important,
we will help. We will help do so.

Listen, I am interested in—again, I re-
peat something I said before: I want our
Government to help starving people. On
the other hand, I don’t want to send aid
to a government that doesn’t help its peo-
ple. It's one thing to help the people; it’s
another thing to send the aid, and then
the government doesn’t help the people.

And so I must tell you that I've been
disappointed in Kim Chong-il not rising to
the occasion, being so suspicious, so secre-
tive. I believe he must lead his nation into
the modern era, starting with making sure
his people are fed and well treated, and
working with his neighbor. He ought to
assume the responsibility of a good leader
and do that.

But there’s time, and we’ll see. I look
forward to talking to Kim Dae-jung this
issue. I know he’ll bring it up. Its on his
mind. He’s a believer, as we say. He’s pas-
sionate about the subject. And I appreciate
that passion very much. I think—TI like pas-
sionate people. I like people who believe
in a cause and are willing to lead.

And T'm looking—as you can tell, this
is a part of the world that I've thought
a lot about. It's a very important part of
the world. It’s significant because not only
of the histories and traditions, but the fu-
ture is so strong in all three countries
present here. We've got great futures. And
we want to be friends, and we want to
be a part of the futures, working together.
And I'm confident we can.

Q. Because of the belief President Kim
Dae-jung has, a politically difficult time
right now.

The President. Let me tell you, in life,
youve just got to do what you think is
right. That's what a leader does. Leaders
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take a position not because of some poll
or focus group; they should take a position
on what they think is right and suffer the
consequences. That’s what a good leader
does.

Abraham Lincoln is on the wall here.
He took a position in what he thought was
right and stuck by it. He was severely criti-
cized. They made fun of him, the press
did. They treated him—they accused him
of not being able to put sentences together
sometimes. Sounds familiar. [Laughter] But
he turned out to be a great President, be-
cause he did what he thought was right.

Winston Churchill, he did what he
thought was right. George Washington—
you notice I don’t have people in this office
who tried to figure out what was right.
You either know what you think is right
or not what you think is right. And so I
admire a person for taking a stand. Some-
times the people like it, and sometimes
they don’t. But at least by taking a stand
you believe in, you'll be able to live with
yourself, which ultimately, to me, that’s
what’s most important for a leader, to be
able to be comfortable about who you see
in the mirror when you wake up in the
morning.

Look, I understand the political con-
sequences of making tough decisions. You
mark my words, people are going to get
tired of the war on terrorism. And by the
way, it may take more than 2 years. There’s

a variety of theaters. So long as anybody’s
terrorizing established governments, there
needs to be a war. And so I've asked—
you said 1 or 2 years. I envision something
taking longer than that.

Now, maybe the Afghan theater will be
shorter than that or that length. Who
knows? But we're patient. But some people
are going to start to say, “We're tired, but
President Bush keeps going on.” And when
that happens, I want you to know, I will
be doing it because I think it's the right
thing to do. That's what I'm supposed to
do.

So that’s a long answer to a very impor-
tant question, the most fundamental ques-
tion of all.

Thank you all for coming. I'm looking
forward to my trip.

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:47 p.m.
in the Oval Office at the White House, and
the transcript was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on October 17. In his
remarks, the President referred to Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan and
President Kim Dae-jung of South Korea. The
following journalists participated: Junichi
Hayakawa, Yomiuri Shimbun, Japan; Yujun
Ren, People’s Daily, China; and Ki-sop Shin,
Yonhap, South Korea. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this
interview.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia

October 16, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d) provides for
the automatic termination of a national
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits
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to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond
the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the emergency declared with
respect to significant narcotics traffickers
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