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I want to remind the world that helping
people in need is a central part of not
only the Christian faith but of Judaism and
the Hindu faith and of course a central
part of Islamic traditions. And that’s why
our coalition is more than just one to rout
terrorism out of the world. It’s one to bind
together, to knit those traditions in a way
that helps people in need.

You know, I talked to a lot of world
leaders, and Colin has as well. And I told
him, “Through our tears, we see oppor-
tunity, that in our sadness and grief, we
see an opportunity to not only defend free-
dom but to make the world more peace-
ful.”

I see an opportunity at home when I
hear the stories of Christian and Jewish
women alike, helping women of cover, Arab
American women, go shop because they're
afraid to leave their home. I see a great
opportunity when I see moms and dads
spend more time with their children here
at home. I see out of this sadness and
grief an opportunity for America to reexam-
ine our culture, to reexamine how we view
the need to help people in need, whether
it be in our own neighborhood and around
the world.

I see out of this evil will come good,
not only here at home, as youngsters all
of a sudden understand the definition of
sacrifice, the sacrifice of those brave souls
on Flight 93, who after the Twenty-third
Psalm said, “Let’s roll,” to save America.

I see an opportunity as well to bring
peace to the world, the likes of which we've

never seen. I appreciate the Secretary of
State’s hard work in the Middle East. It
has been diligent. It has been consistent.
It has been true to the principles of Amer-
ica, that in order for there to be peace,
we must reduce the level of violence. I
see an opportunity to make sure the sub-
continent is more peaceful. No, in our grief
and in our sadness, I see an opportunity
to make the world a better place for gen-
erations to come. And we will seize the
opportunity.

I fully understand that some will grow
weary and some will tire—not this adminis-
tration and not the people of the State De-
partment. I know there will be some na-
tions that will become frustrated over time
because we're fighting a different kind of
campaign. But we won’t weary. This is a
nation that has determined—made a deter-
mination to rise up in a united way, to
not only spread good will around the world
but to find terrorists where they may live
and may hide, and those who harbor them,
and bring them to justice.

Now is the time. Now is the time for
this great Nation to lead. And I'm proud
of the Secretary of State and the hard-
working people of the State Department
for joining us in this cause.

Thank you for letting me come by again.
May God bless you all, and may God bless

America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:25 a.m. in
the Dean Acheson Auditorium at the De-
partment of State headquarters building.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Vicente Fox of Mexico

October 4, 2001

President Bush. It is my honor to wel-
come my friend back to the White House.
It wasn't all that long ago that we were
standing out here for the opening ceremony
of the first and only state dinner I've had

since I've been the President. He came
as a friend then, and he’s come back as
a loyal friend to the United States.
September 11th really changed America.
President Fox understood that right off the
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bat. One of the first calls I got was from
Vicente Fox. He called expressing his deep
condolences to the American people. He
was very kind to me. He wished me well.

President Fox understands that an attack
on America affects Mexico in a significant
way. After all, there are millions of Mexican
Americans and Mexican nationals living in
America, men and women who saw a land
they love attacked, men and women who
have united around a great cause of de-
fending freedom. In this country we don’t
ask the question, what is your religion, or
where are you from? We ask the question,
are you united to defend freedom? And
there are millions of Mexican Americans
who understand that call. So when the
President said, “We stand with you,” he
is not only saying, “We stand with the
United States Government”; he’s saying,
“We stand with millions of people living
in our country as well.”

President Fox and I had a great discus-
sion about ways we can continue to cooper-
ate. We need to cooperate on security mat-
ters along our border, which we are. We
need to continue working on other agenda
items that we have been working on, and
we will. Obviously, our Nation is now fo-
cused on the incidents of September 11th.
But I assured him our relationship will go
forward, that we’ll work on the issues that
we had discussed the last time we were
here.

I talked to my friend about our economy.
It has been affected significantly by the
actions of September the 11th. But I as-
sured him that we will take an aggressive
role at the Federal level to try to spur
economic growth, which is very important
since we've got a significant amount of
trade between our nations.

In sum, I'm so glad he came back. It's
comforting to know that our friend to the
south is going to be a friend in good times
and in tough times.

So, Mr. President, welcome back. Thank
you for coming.
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President Fox. Thank you. And thank
you, President, for the opportunity to be
back here again, the opportunity to express
very clearly, loudly, our sorrow, our soli-
darity with your Government, with the
American people, with the victims and all
those who suffered under these attacks, but
also the opportunity to reaffirm our com-
mitments.

We are a friend; we are neighbors; we
are partners. And we want to make very
clear that this means commitment all the
way and that we will keep our commit-
ments. And we are working on an everyday
basis, either in the border, either in cus-
toms, either in migration, either—on each
of the subjects that have to do with secu-
rity. We will be side by side in your efforts
to defeat terrorism in the world and wher-
ever it is. We will be coordinating, partici-
pating, collaborating on our side with our
resources that we have at hand.

And we know of your efforts not only
to meet this challenge; we know the efforts
also to keep America moving. And that’s
something that we very proudly see, that
this Nation does not know about defeat,
on the contrary. But it’s working to come
back to be the leader, to be that strong
spirit and economy that is an example for
all of us.

And we're working in the same direction.
We know that in economic terms, things
are interactive; as well, as we buy a lot
of products, services from the United
States, we sell a lot of products to the
United States, being one of the largest trad-
ing two economies in the world. And
through working in that direction, we can
also contribute to overcoming this situation.

So, thanks again for giving us this oppor-
tunity. And we go back knowing that we
have a lot of work to do, that we’ve been
doing and that we will keep on doing. So,
thank you, President.

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in
the Colonnade at the White House. A tape

was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks to Department of Labor Employees

October 4, 2001

Well, thank you all very much for that
warm welcome. I'm glad to be in the midst
of patriots, people who love their country
and people willing to work hard to help
our fellow Americans who may be in need.

First, I want to thank Elaine Chao for
her leadership. I knew I picked a good
one when I picked her to become the Sec-
retary of Labor, and she’s proven me right.
And my old Governor buddy is doing a
pretty good job, too. [Laughter] 1 appre-
ciate the hard work of our Cabinet during
this period. Like the country, we’re united.
We know weve got a job to do. The
evildoers struck. But they may have hurt
our buildings, and they are obviously affect-
ing some family lives in such a profound
and sad way, but they will not touch the
soul of America. They cannot dim our spir-
it.

We've got a job to do, all of us. And
I'm here to thank you in the Department
of Labor for your hard work, your concern
for your fellow Americans. All of us, from
the President all the way throughout our
Government, must be diligent and strong
and unwavering in our determination and
our dedication to win the war on terrorism.

I've got a job to do, and that’s to explain
to the American people the truth. And the
truth is that we're now facing a new threat
for freedom, that on September the 11th,
war was declared on the United States, not
by a religious group, not by one country
versus another but by people motivated by
evil. And I'm going to make it clear to
the world what I've made clear to America,
that this great country will not let evil
stand.

The attack on our land roused a mighty
nation. We're—never been united like we
have been—as we are today. And we're
examining a lot of things. We're examining,
as moms and dads, what it means to be
a parent. There are many Americans on
bended knee from all different religions,
praying to an almighty God. We're a nation
united in our conviction that we must find
those evildoers and bring them to justice.
We seek not revenge in America; we seek
justice.

Americans understand that this is a dif-
ferent type of campaign; it's a different
type of struggle to defeat an enemy that’s
sometimes hard to see and sometimes hard
to find. But what the enemy has found
out is, were a determined people, and
we're patient, and we will do what it takes
to bring them to justice.

We built a vast coalition of nations from
all around the world to join us, nations
which understand that what happened in
New York and Washington could happen
to them as well. They understand it's now
time to unite to defeat evil. Each nation
comes with a different set of capabilities
and a different set of—a different willing-
ness to help. America says, “We don’t care
how you help; just help. Either you're for
us, or you're against us.”

And the progress to date has been posi-
tive, really positive. We've got nations
around the world willing to join us in cut-
ting off the money of the evil ones. Our
attitude is, if they can’t fund evil deeds,
they're not going to be able to affect free-
dom. And so we're talking to countries and
banks and financial institutions and saying,
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