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One of the things we've done is, we've
said we’re going to have accountability pro-
grams, starting in the third grade. Well,
we've got to focus early, to make sure that
all students get close to the starting line
at the same spot, so that we don’t disadvan-
tage certain schools or children based upon
the demographics. Head Start is a great
place, and it’s a wonderful program. It’s
a needed program, but it can do a better
job of having an education component as
a part of its curriculum.

Yes, sir.

President’s Schedule

Q. Hi, I'm Nicholos Connor, and I go
to Rio Rancho High School. There are so
many things I want to say and ask. Could
you come to Rio Rancho High tomorrow?
[Laughter]

The President. No. [Laughter] Thank
you. But good luck to you. What grade
are you going to be in?

Q. I'm going to be a sophomore.

The President. Sophomore, great. You got
a driver’s license yet?

Q. Permit.

The President. Permit—that’s a fright-
ening experience, isn't it? [Laughter]

Let me have one more question; then
we've got to go. Yes, sir.

President’s Early Work Experience

Q. What jobs did you have when you
were in high school?

The President. In high school? Let me
think about that; it was a long time ago.

I actually worked on a ranch in Arizona.
And I worked in a law firm, in a law li-
brary. I was a—lawyers read a lot of books,
and my job was to go around and collect
the books after they had read them and
put them back in the library—I[laughter]—
a lot of heavy lifting. [Laughter]

But that’s a good question. I think one
of the things you ought to do when you
go to high school is to see if you can't
find a variety of work experiences. It's im-
portant to get as much experience as you
can prior to entering what they call the
real world.

If you want to be President, I would
suggest you become a Governor—[laugh-
ter|—because Governors make decisions,
and that’s what Presidents do. A Governor
has got to be somebody who knows how
to listen to people, just like a President
does, and then have the willingness to
make a tough decision and stand by it.

And that's why it’s such an honor to be
the President. I like making decisions. But
really, you know what I really like? I like
being the President of the greatest nation
on the face of the Earth, because we've
got such great people in America.

Thank you all for having me. God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in
the school’s gymnasium. In his remarks, he
referred to Gloria Schatzinger, second grade
teacher; and Phyllis Hunter, consultant,
Texas Reading Initiative.
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Thank you very much. Gracias por tu
bienvenida. Thank you all. Es un gran
honor para me de esta con ustedes—it’s
an honor to be here with you all. Thank
you very much for your hospitality.
Sientese. [Laughter] 1 appreciate so very
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much the hospitality. It’s nice to come over
from your neighboring State to New Mex-
ico. T've always held New Mexico in high
regard. It's such a beautiful land, full of
decent and caring people, well represented,
I might add, in the United States Senate
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by my close friend Pete Domenici. I know
this is not a political event, but I can't
believe anybody would dare challenge Pete.
He’s doing such a good job on behalf of
the people of New Mexico.

I appreciate Jeff Bingaman, the other
Senator from the State of New Mexico. I
appreciate his service to the State. I look
forward to working with Jeff to have a co-
herent energy policy for the United States
of America. I appreciate Heather Wilson.
She’s a breath of fresh air in the United
States Congress. I want to thank my friend
Joe Skeen for coming up from southeast
New Mexico.

I appreciate el alcalde de Albuquerque,
the mayor, for being here, as well. But
most of all, T want to thank the good folks
of the Hispano Chamber. I want to thank
Loretta and Phil Castillo for their hospi-
tality. And I want to thank them for their
vision. I want to thank them for under-
standing the importance of community and
of the importance of small business in our
society.

Archbishop, thank you very much for
being here, as well.

You know, the role of Government is
not to try to create wealth. The role of
Government is to create an environment
in which people can realize the American
Dream. And part of the American Dream
is to be able to own your own business,
to be able to say, “T want to start my busi-
ness. I want to nurture my business. I want
to grow my business.” It’s the wonderful
thing about America that if you've got an
idea, it doesn’t matter who you are or
where youre from, that that experience
ought to be available to everybody.

And so I think we’re doing some things
in Washington, DC, to make it easier for
people to own their own small business.
And by the way, it’s incredibly important.
As my friend Hector Barreto said, most
of the new employment in America comes
from small- business owners. Small business
is the backbone—is the backbone of our
economic system. And one of the pieces

of incredibly good news about America is,
the number of Latino businesses is increas-
ingly dramatically. The fastest growing busi-
ness sectors in many of our States is the
Hispanic-owned businesses. That’s good
news for America. It’s good news for neigh-
borhoods all across our great country. I
want to congratulate the entrepreneurs who
are here today.

We're making good progress about mak-
ing the environment more conducive for
ownership, starting by cutting the taxes on
the people who pay the bills. We didn’t
just cut the taxes on a few; we said, “If
you pay taxes, you ought to get tax relief.”
We understand that our economy was slow-
ing down, that it’s not going the way we'd
like it to. And one way to help kick-start
the economy is to give people their own
money back. After all, that money isn’t the
Government’s money; it’s the people’s
money. It's the small-business owner’s
money.

I spent a lot of time reminding people
in the United States Congress and in Wash-
ington that small businesses are oftentimes
unincorporated. The small-business owner
is more than likely to be the sole proprietor
or have a Subchapter S corporation, which
means they pay the highest marginal rate.
And so when we cut all rates, including
the top rate, what were really doing is,
we're making the business environment
more conducive for the small-business
owner. We were saying, “The harder you
work, the more money you have to reinvest
in your business.” Tax relief was an incred-
ibly important part of making sure the envi-
ronment is conducive for the entrepre-
neurial spirit to flourish in all neighbor-
hoods all across America.

We did the right thing. And by the way,
we also did the right thing by getting rid
of the estate tax, the death tax, so that
a small-business owner—so that somebody
that works their life to build up their busi-
ness can leave it to a son or a daughter.
That's part of the American Dream. It’s
what America ought to be about.
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Today I had the privilege of going to
Griegos Elementary School to talk about
education. Today is the first day of school
for many elementary school students here
in New Mexico. Education is an important
part of making sure that the entrepre-
neurial spirit reaches everybody in America.
If you're educated, youre more likely to
be able to realize your dreams. It’s so im-
portant we get it right.

I want to thank the Hispano Chamber
for the $100,000-a-year scholarship money
they provide for hard-working high school
students so they can help realize the col-
lege dream.

And were making progress in Wash-
ington on education matters. First, I want
you to understand, I always remember
where I came from. Local control of
schools is the best way to make sure every
child receives a good education. It's impor-
tant that we trust the local folks.

I visited with the superintendent of the
Albuquerque schools today. We talked
about high standards. We talked about chal-
lenging what I call the soft bigotry of low
expectations. We believe every child can
learn. And by the way, we also not only
talked about reading and writing and add-
ing and subtracting, basic education; we
also talked about making sure that char-
acter education is an integral part of the
public school system. We want our children
to be able to read. We also want them
to know the difference between right and
wrong and to understand the values that
have made America a great place.

You hear a lot of talk about the edu-
cation bill. T want to share with you my
passion. My passion is to make sure no
child gets left behind. My passion is to
make sure that we clearly understand
what’s taking place in the schools all across
America, and therefore, I've insisted that
we have strong accountability measures. It’s
says, “We must measure to know whether
or not children are learning.”

Now, you'll hear all kinds of debate on
it. You hear some say, “Well, that’s too
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much Government.” I don’t think it’s too
much Government to ask—the fundamental
question is, can our children read? That’s
legitimate Government to ask that question.
We must ask that question early and often,
because when we find children who can’t
read, we've got to correct the problem
early, before it’s too late.

And then you'll hear some say, “Well,
we shouldn’t measure. It’s racist to meas-
ure.” I believe it’s racist not to measure.
It’s so easy to quit on a child whose parents
don’t speak English as a first language. It's
so easy to walk into a classroom of the
so-called hard to educate, and to give up
and just move them through schools. That’s
wrong. What America must do is insist
upon accountability measures. We must ask
the question, do our children know how
to read? And if they do, we’ll praise and
thank the teachers. But if not, we will blow
the whistle on failure, insist a curriculum
change, give parents more options and
choices to make sure that not one single
child is left behind in America.

I want to talk about another subject
that’s incredibly important for not only the
border States but all of America, and that’s
relations with our neighbors to the south,
Mexico. Mexico is a friend of America.
Mexico is our neighbor, and we want our
neighbors to succeed. We want our neigh-
bors to do well. We want our neighbors
to be successful. We understand that a poor
neighbor is somebody that’s going to be
harder to deal with than a neighbor that’s
prospering. And that’s why it’s so important
for us to tear down barriers and walls that
might separate Mexico from the United
States. And that's why it’s so important for
us to stand strong when it comes to free
trade with our neighbors to the south.

NAFTA has been good for New Mexico,
and it's been good for Mexico. And that’s
an important relationship that I pledge to
continue on. I ask for the Congress to give
me trade promotion authority, so that we
can not only have free trade with our
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neighbor to the south, so that we can have
free trade throughout the hemisphere.

Oh, I know there’s some voices who want
to wall us off from Mexico. They want to
build a wall. T say to them, they want to
condemn our neighbors to the south in
poverty, and I refuse to accept that type
of isolationist and protectionist attitude.

And let me say one other thing, one
other issue that's important. It speaks to
the spirit of our Nation. It speaks to wheth-
er or not were going to be true friends
with the neighbors to the south. And that’s
the issue of trucking. There are some peo-
ple who say we shouldn’t allow our friends
to the south to send their trucks into the
United States. I say that’s discrimination
against Mexico.

I say that if were going to have NAFTA,
we ought to enforce all of NAFTA. I be-
lieve strongly we can have safety on our
highways without discriminating against our
neighbors to the south. To the protection-
ists and isolationists, I say if Mexican
trucks, if United States trucks and Cana-
dian trucks are allowed to move freely on
our highways, we can not only enforce the
laws; it will help prosperity spread its roots
throughout our neighborhood. And that’s
important for the future.

I love the spirit of this facility, the idea
of citizens saying, “What can I do to im-
prove a neighborhood? What can I do to
improve a community in which I live?” It’s
really the American spirit, isn’t it? It's the
thing that makes our Nation so different
and unique, I think, is that the fact there
are people who are saying, asking the ques-
tion, “What can I do to help a neighbor
in need?” And it’s really one of my jobs,
is to rally the compassion of America.

I met recently with members of the faith
community here in Albuquerque. We

talked about the power of faith and good
works at the grassroots level throughout our
society. I welcome community-based pro-
grams. And you should welcome faith-based
programs, that all exist—that all exist be-
cause somebody has heard a calling much
greater than Government, much greater
than—much greater than laws that can be
passed out of the Congress. No, the great
spirit of America lies in the hearts and souls
of our wonderful citizenry, symbolized by
this building, the willingness of people to
help a neighbor in need, the willingness
of good folks who have done pretty well
in life to come together and say, “How
can I help a neighbor find a job? What
can I do to help a neighbor develop a
skill?”

No, this is the spirit of America captured
right here in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
I want to applaud you all for giving me
a chance to come by. I want to thank you
for giving me a chance to serve the greatest
nation on the face of the Earth, full of
the most decent people.

Thank you for coming. May God bless.
May God bless New Mexico and the
United States.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:35 p.m. out-
side the Albuquerque Hispano Chamber of
Commerce building, at the ribbon-cutting
ceremony for the Barelas Job Opportunity
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Jim Baca of Albuquerque; Loretta Armenta,
president and chief executive officer, and Jo-
seph “Phil” Castillo, chairman, Albuquerque
Hispano Chamber of Commerce; Arch-
bishop Michael J. Sheehan, Archdiocese of
Santa Fe, NM; and H. Bradford Allison, su-
perintendent, Albuquerque Public School
District.
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