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Exchange With Reporters in Rocky Mountain National Park 
August 14, 2001

Situation in the Middle East 

Q. Mr. President, I’ve got a Mideast 
question for you. The Israeli tanks moved 
into a Palestinian city, the furthest incur-
sion yet. Any new reaction to that? 

The President. I have no new reaction. 
My only point is—and I’m going to con-
tinue to make the point and so is my ad-
ministration—that the cycle of violence has 
got to end in order for the peace process, 
or any peace process, to begin. 

And therefore, Mr. Arafat must clamp 
down on the suicide bombers and on the 
violence. And the Israelis must show re-
straint. We’ve got to break the cycle. In 
order for there to be any discussions about 
world peace, it requires a willingness of 
both sides to come to the table. And my 
administration continues to talk to both 
sides, and we will continue to work to try 
to bring a sense of—a desire, a sense of 
purpose on the partners there in the Mid-
dle East to sit down and, one, reject the 
violence and start meaningful discussions 

about how to reach an accord. It’s essential 
that the violence stops. 

Q. Sounds like a strongly held feeling. 
The President. Well, I feel very strongly 

about it because I’m worried about the 
cycle of violence continuing to escalate. 
And it’s not good for our—it’s not good 
for that part of the world, nor is it good 
for the rest of the world, that the Middle 
East be a place of violence. 

We’ve been making good progress in 
Macedonia, it looks like, so that part of 
the world is beginning to calm down a little 
bit. 

The Middle East is a cauldron of vio-
lence, and we’ve got to—and we will con-
tinue to be very much involved in insisting 
that both parties break the cycle. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 1:05 p.m. in 
the lunch line at a YMCA picnic. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Chairman 
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of this exchange.

Remarks at a YMCA Picnic in Rocky Mountain National Park 
August 14, 2001

Thank you all very much. Tessa, thanks—
a pretty tough act to follow. [Laughter] 

First, I want to thank the Marich family 
for their patience working me through the 
food line. I’d worked up quite an appetite 
up top of the mountain, and I’m glad I 
got a little of that barbecue. 

Thank you for your hospitality. I want 
to thank the directors of the Y for wel-
coming me to this little slice of heaven. 
You know, when I was growing up in Texas, 
a lot of people say, ‘‘You know, I spent 
my summer in Estes Park,’’ and now I 

know why. It’s a beautiful spot, and thanks 
for having me. 

I’m traveling with some folks that you 
might want to at least say hello to. I picked 
somebody from—to head the Department 
of the Interior who would understand the 
thinking of the West, who would under-
stand that we can have good, sound envi-
ronmental policy, that conservation is im-
portant. And so when I named Gale Norton 
from the State of Colorado to be the head 
of the Department of Interior, a lot of folks 
came to realize this is an administration 
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that’s going to be wise, full of common 
sense when it comes to preserving the nat-
ural beauty of our country. And I’m so 
thankful Gale Norton is here. Where are 
you, Gale? Thank you for coming. 

I also needed to find somebody to run 
our National Park Service, somebody who 
was bright and wise as well, somebody who 
shared our commitment to making sure 
that at the very minimum the maintenance 
backlog in these parks ought to be taken 
care of; that the parks are for the people; 
that when we just talk about a National 
Park System that is an incredibly important 
part of our Nation’s heritage and tradition, 
that the parks be accessible for the people 
who pay the bills; that they be well main-
tained. We’ve got $5 billion in the budget, 
for the next 5 years, to end this mainte-
nance backlog, and the person who is going 
to work with us to do so is the National 
Park Service Director, Fran Mainella. 
Thank you, Fran. 

And I want to thank all the Park Service 
employees who are here. You’ve got a 
tough job and an important job, and we 
probably don’t thank you enough for the 
work you do. But I want to thank you. 
It’s great to travel up on the trail and see 
the wise public policy being deployed here, 
public policy to make sure that we reduce 
the hazards of forest fires; smart manage-
ment of our lands; wise, commonsense ap-
proach to how we thin out our forests, pre-
vent the hazards of forest fire. And the 
park employees were up there working, 
along with the volunteers from the Y camp. 
I also loved meeting the folks making the 
trails so that the American people can ac-
cess this beautiful part of the world. So 
on behalf of the taxpayers of our country 
and the administration, I want to thank all 
the Park Service employees for your good 
work. 

Also traveling with me today is the Gov-
ernor of this great State, a man who has 
fulfilled every promise he made, and that’s 
my friend Bill Owens. Thank you for com-
ing, Bill. And the Lieutenant Governor is 

somewhere—hey, Joe, thank you—Lieuten-
ant Governor Rogers is here as well. Thank 
you for being here. Two fine United States 
Senators, Wayne Allard and Ben 
Nighthorse Campbell, are here. The Con-
gressman from this district, Bob Schaffer, 
is here. Bob, where are you? There he 
is. [Laughter] And Tom Tancredo, the 
other Congressman—thank you all for com-
ing. 

We are making some progress in Wash-
ington, starting with changing the tone of 
the Nation’s Capital. Like a lot of citizens 
around our country, I was deeply con-
cerned about the bitterness that seemed 
to be in every other voice in the Nation’s 
Capital. And one of the things I pledged 
to do was to at least try to change the 
tone, try to say if you don’t happen to 
agree with somebody, you can disagree in 
an agreeable way, that party is important, 
but it’s not paramount—what’s more im-
portant is the country. 

And I believe we’re making good 
progress. We’ve come together and have 
done some smart things on behalf of the 
American people. I think one of the smart-
est things we did was cut the taxes, to 
get people their money back. I appreciate 
all the signs I saw coming in, where people 
said, thanks for the $600. [Laughter] But 
guess what? It wasn’t mine to give out; 
it was theirs to begin with. 

So it’s important. We’ve got a wise budg-
et; we’ve got a good budget, a good, sound 
fiscal policy. We’re working hard on getting 
an education bill out that makes sense. 

We’re sending a clear message overseas, 
that ours is a proud nation that will pro-
mote the peace. But we’re not going to 
sign on to every single agreement that 
somebody thought might have been good. 
We’re going to stand tall for freedom and 
America, that what’s good for America is 
going to be paramount to my way of think-
ing. 

I think we’re making good progress ex-
plaining to our allies that we’ll be loyal 
friends, but we can’t be all things to all 
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people. I hope we’re breaking new ground 
when it comes to Mr. Putin, welcoming 
him to the West, saying to him that the 
old days of mistrust, aiming missiles at each 
other have got to end. The cold war is 
over. It’s finally over, and now it’s time 
to have a new strategic thinking about how 
to keep the peace. So we’re making good 
progress. 

But there’s a role bigger than just initia-
tives and legislation for a President in an 
administration. And it’s really to herald, to 
capture the spirit of the country. That’s 
why I’m so thankful that Dave Thomas has 
invited me here, to let me come, and the 
staff, because the spirit of the country is 
reflected, in my judgment, right here in 
this beautiful setting. 

The spirit of America is found in the 
character of our citizens, the value base 
that makes America, I think, such a dif-
ferent kind of place, a place that—a coun-
try that values family and friendship, a 
place where people learn values and char-
acter. One of the things that—when I try 
to describe America to somebody who has 
never been here I say, ‘‘We’re a country 
stitched together by communities of char-
acter.’’

This is a community of character, as far 
as I’m concerned. Not only does it exist 
in a beautiful setting—and I can see why 
families have wanted to come back year 
after year after year—but there’s also a 
grand vision embodied in these mountains. 
And the vision is that we can teach our 
children right from wrong and we can teach 
them good, sound values so that when they 
get older, they’ll make the right choices 
in their life. 

We can teach our children values that 
will make an enormous difference for our 
country as a whole, the values of respect: 
Respect the land; respect somebody with 
whom you may not agree; respect your 
neighbor, regardless of where they were 
raised or where they were born; respect 
somebody else’s religious views; be willing 
to listen. It’s an important value to make 

our country so different and so unique, a 
country that’s been able to absorb people 
from all walks of life under the great um-
brella of freedom and opportunity. 

There is also a respect out here, respect 
for family. I was up there when I was help-
ing clear the trail, somebody said they were 
from Fredericksburg, Texas, which re-
minded me of a story, a true story that 
happened to me. 

I was there, as Governor of Texas, for 
the 50th anniversary at the end of the war 
in the Pacific Theater. And my mother and 
dad were there, as was Laura, my wife. 
And I got up to speak, to welcome every-
body as the Governor, and I said, ‘‘Wel-
come.’’ And I said, ‘‘Dad, welcome back 
to central Texas,’’ and people cheered. And 
I said, ‘‘Mother,’’ and before I could say 
another word, everybody was screaming at 
the top of their lungs. And I said, ‘‘Moth-
er’’—and still—‘‘everybody here loves you 
in Texas and so do I, but you are still 
telling me what to do after 50 years.’’ 
[Laughter] And a guy in a big cowboy hat 
steps out in the middle of Main Street, 
Fredericksburg, and screams, ‘‘You better 
listen to her, too, boy.’’ [Laughter] 

Part of respect is to respect your mom 
and dad. So to the campers here, my advice 
is, listen to your mother. [Laughter] In my 
case, I don’t have any choice. [Laughter] 

You also teach the sense of responsibility, 
that each of us must be responsible for 
the decisions we make in life. And that’s 
a really important character and core value 
for our country, that we must have a re-
sponsible society, that Government can’t do 
everything in a society. We’ve got to be 
responsible for loving a neighbor like we’d 
like to be loved ourselves. 

One of the things that I’m hoping to 
get through the Congress is the Faith-
Based Initiative, Faith- and Community-
Based Initiative which will capture and 
stand side by side the programs all around 
America that rely upon faith to help change 
people’s lives. 
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I recognize there is a role for Govern-
ment-sponsored programs, but our society 
must recognize there is also a role for faith-
based initiatives and faith-based programs, 
programs that exist to help people change 
their heart and therefore change their be-
havior. We shouldn’t fear faith in America; 
we ought to welcome the faith-based pro-
grams that help define our country as a 
unique land. And so, a responsible society 
is one that we all must aim for. 

Now, this is a nation of character and 
values, and I’m so honored to be at a place 
that teaches values, that heralds character, 
that’s not afraid to say there are right 
choices in life to make and wrong choices 
in life to make; a community of conscious 
and a community of character that aims 
to say to our young, ‘‘This American experi-
ence is a fantastic experience. Work hard, 
study hard, respect your family, and respect 

your friends, and our Nation will be even 
greater than it is today.’’ So thank you for 
giving me a chance to come and herald 
a wonderful program in an unbelievably 
beautiful setting. 

It’s a great honor to be the President 
of this country. And the main reason why 
is because our country is the greatest there 
is. And the reason why we are is because 
the people of America are so fantastic and 
so loving and so decent. 

May God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:25 p.m. In 
his remarks, he referred to Tessa Murphy, 
camp counselor, Estes Park Center YMCA, 
who introduced the President; Lt. Gov. Joe 
Rogers of Colorado; President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia; and David G. Thomas, exec-
utive director, YMCA of the Rockies.

Statement Following a Telephone Conversation With President Boris 
Trajkovski of Macedonia 
August 14, 2001

This morning I spoke with my friend 
President Boris Trajkovski to congratulate 
him on his courage and leadership in nego-
tiating the political settlement that was 
signed yesterday in Macedonia. 

The settlement promises to strengthen 
democracy and avert civil war, while pro-
tecting Macedonia’s territorial integrity and 
political unity. It addresses longstanding po-
litical aspirations of the citizens of Mac-
edonia. It is now up to Macedonia’s Assem-
bly to adopt the constitutional amendments 
and legislation to implement the settlement. 

As I have made clear from the outset 
of the fighting, the United States stands 

strongly against those armed extremists who 
have tried to take democracy hostage in 
Macedonia. President Trajkovski and I 
agree that their tactics are despicable and 
their methods undemocratic. The time has 
come for these armed groups to turn over 
their weapons to NATO and disband. 

A political settlement has been signed, 
and we now need to ensure the peace and 
put Macedonia back on the road to Europe. 
The United States offers its strong support 
to President Trajkovski and to the demo-
cratic Government of Macedonia as they 
move forward to achieve this goal.
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