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served with the modesty and strength and
quiet valor their tradition has always in-
spired.

That tradition found full expression in
the Code Talkers—in those absent and in
those with us today. Gentlemen, your serv-
ice inspires the respect and admiration of
all Americans, and our gratitude is ex-

pressed for all time in the medals it is
now my honor to present.
May God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:41 p.m. in
the rotunda at the U.S. Capitol. In his re-
marks, he referred to Sgt. Maj. Alford
McMichael, USMC, who represented the
U.S. Marine Corps.

Statement on the Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act of

1990
July 26, 2001

Eleven years ago today, people from
across America gathered to celebrate the
signing of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (ADA), one of the Nation’s
most important civil rights laws since the
Civil Rights Act of 1964. The ADA opened
up the true promise of America to people
with disabilities who, for far too long, have
found impediments to getting an education,
getting a job, or just getting around.

I am proud that my father saw the need
for a comprehensive law to liberate the en-
ergies and talents of people with disabil-
ities, and who worked with the Congress
to make the ADA a reality.

Much has been accomplished in the past
11 years. Attitudes are changing and bar-
riers are coming down all across America.
Employers now provide a range of “accom-
modations” to ensure that employees with
disabilities can keep their place in the
wage-earning world, resulting in unprece-
dented economic opportunities. And, out-
side of the workplace, the promise of the
ADA, coupled with the entrepreneurial
spirit of the private sector, has enabled
people with disabilities to enjoy much
greater access to a wide range of affordable
travel, recreational opportunities, and life-
enriching services.

Because of the ADA, people with disabil-
ities are gaining equal access to public sec-
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tor services. And the public sector has ral-
lied to the ADA’s goals. From improving
access at town halls and courthouses to pro-
viding accessible parking to assistive listen-
ing devices at public meetings, States and
local governments have developed some of
the most innovative and meaningful re-
sponses to the ADA. In addition, my Ad-
ministration is committed to full and effec-
tive implementation of Section 508 of the
Rehabilitation Act, which will help ensure
that people of all abilities can access gov-
ernment information and online services.
My Administration is working closely with
State and local governments to move peo-
ple with disabilities out of institutions and
into community-based settings, going above
and beyond the requirements of the Su-
preme Court’s landmark Olmstead decision.

In fact, the message of the ADA is being
heard all around the world. Over 40 coun-
tries, from Australia to Uganda, now have
laws prohibiting discrimination against peo-
ple with disabilities—many of them in-
spired by the ADA.

Although we have accomplished much
because of the ADA, our job is far from
done. People with disabilities are far more
likely than other Americans to drop out
of high school or to suffer from poverty

and unemployment. They are far less likely
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to own a home, to use a computer to ex-
plore the Internet, or to vote.

Earlier this year, I proposed the New
Freedom Initiative. It is the next step in
securing the promise of the ADA. The New
Freedom Initiative will help ensure that
Americans with disabilities can access the
best technologies of today and even better
technologies in the future. We will expand
educational opportunities and accessible
transportation and take steps to fully inte-
grate people with disabilities into the work-
force. We will expand housing opportunities
and improve access to churches, mosques,
synagogues, and civic organizations. And we
will fully enforce the ADA while working
in partnership with businesses, States, and

Message to the Congress Transmitting

July 26, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 3204(e) of Public
Law 106-246, I hereby transmit a report
detailing the progress of spending by the
executive branch during the first two quar-

local governments to promote the highest
possible degree of voluntary cooperation.

The Americans with Disabilities Act was
an unprecedented step forward in pro-
moting freedom, independence, and dignity
for millions of our people. On this, the
11th anniversary of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, I remain committed to
tearing down the remaining barriers to
equality that face Americans with disabil-
ities today.

GEORGE W. BUSsH

The White House,
]uly 26, 2001.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this statement.

a Report on Plan Colombia

ters of Fiscal Year 2001 in support of Plan
Colombia.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
July 26, 2001.

Remarks to the National Future Farmers of America Organization

July 27, 2001

Well, thank you all for coming. I look
forward to discussing an incredibly impor-
tant topic, and that’s agriculture and what
it means to America. It's important for folks
up here in Washington to listen to Senators
like Chuck Grassley and Blanche Lincoln,
people who come from the farm areas
Phil Crane—who understand that agri-
culture is an incredibly important part of
our economic future. But agriculture also
is an important part of American life, be-

cause it represents the great values of
America.

So I want to thank you all for coming.
My fellow Texan, I appreciate that fine in-
troduction.  [Laughter] =~ Trent's  from
Throckmorton. It’s a rural part of our State.
But rural Texas is incredibly a part of the
State of Texas, but rural America is an in-
credibly important part of America, as well,
and we must never forget that.

I want to thank Jennifer Edwards, as
well, for being here. I want to thank all
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