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Dec. 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus 
December 17, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:) 
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 

(22 U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this 
report on progress toward a negotiated so-
lution of the Cyprus question covering the 
period October 1 through November 30, 
2001. The previous submission covered Au-
gust 1 through September 30, 2001. The 
United Nations continued in its efforts to 
sustain the proximity talks that started in 
December 1999. The United States remains 
committed to the United Nations effort to 

find a just and lasting settlement to the 
Cyprus problem. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. This letter was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on December 18.

Statement on Congressional Action on Education Reform Legislation 
December 18, 2001

I commend Members of Congress for 
acting boldly and in an overwhelmingly bi-
partisan way to help make sure no child 
in America is left behind. These historic 
reforms will improve our public schools by 
creating an environment where every child 
can learn through real accountability, un-
precedented flexibility for States and school 
districts, greater local control, more options 
for parents, and more funding for what 
works. 

Many share in the credit for making 
these reforms a reality. I look forward to 
standing side by side with the bipartisan 

leadership, Congressman Boehner, Senator 
Kennedy, Senator Gregg, and Congressman 
Miller, early next year and signing these 
important reforms into law. 

By putting aside partisan differences and 
working to find common ground, we can 
get things done so that all our children 
have the opportunity for a better and 
brighter future. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language version of this 
statement.

Statement on Signing the Department of Transportation and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002
December 18, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2299, 
the ‘‘Department of Transportation and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002.’’

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has 
gone into producing this Act. The bill 

abides by the agreed upon aggregate fund-
ing level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 bil-
lion and supports several of my Administra-
tion’s key initiatives with:
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•  $140 million for border safety to en-
sure an open border for trade between 
the United States and Mexico through 
the establishment of an inspection and 
certification system that will ensure a 
high level of motor carrier safety; 

•  $5 billion for Coast Guard operations 
and capital expenses, including $243 
million to support expanded drug 
interdiction efforts as authorized in the 
Western Hemisphere Drug Elimi-
nation Act; 

•  $1.2 billion for the newly created 
Transportation Security Administration 
to enhance airport and aircraft secu-
rity; 

•  $32.8 billion for key highway infra-
structure and safety initiatives in com-
pliance with authorized levels; 

•  $10.2 billion for aviation operations 
and airport improvement grants to ex-
pand safety, security, and capacity; and 

•  $6.7 billion for mass transit grants and 
capital programs.

Several provisions in the bill purport to 
require congressional approval before exec-
utive branch execution of aspects of the 
bill. I will interpret such provisions to re-
quire notification only, since any other in-
terpretation would contradict the Supreme 
Court ruling in INS v. Chadha.

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
December 18, 2001. 

NOTE: H.R. 2299, approved December 18, 
was assigned Public Law No. 107–87.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Congressional Leaders 
December 19, 2001

Economic Stimulus Package 
I am proud to report that members of 

both political parties and both bodies of 
Congress have come to an agreement as 
to how to stimulate our economy and how 
to take care of people in need, people who 
have lost their job. 

I’m proud of the Members around this 
table for making the conscious decision to 
work together to answer some serious 
needs that face our country. A lot of people 
have lost their jobs and don’t have health 
care, and the people around this table said, 
‘‘I want to do something about it,’’ and 
they proposed a very constructive, real 
plan. 

A lot of people around this table under-
stand that in the long term we’ve got to 
make sure our economy grows. And so 
we’ve provided stimulus to the economy, 
most of which affects middle-class America. 
The income tax rate reduction affects those 
making $27,000 to $65,000 a year, hard-

working Americans who could use help 
coming into the holiday season. 

I can’t thank the chairman, the Speaker, 
the leaders around this table for recog-
nizing that there’s something more impor-
tant than politics, and that’s to do our jobs, 
to recognize we have a serious problem 
and address it and solve the problem. 

This bill can pass both bodies. This bill 
will pass the House; it’s got enough votes 
to pass the Senate. And therefore, I look 
forward to working with both bodies in any 
way I can to convince those who are reluc-
tant to get a bill done that this makes sense 
for America, so we can leave for Christmas 
knowing full-well that we’ve done the peo-
ple’s business. 

Again, congratulations to you all. I want 
to thank you for your work, thank you for 
your care for America. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in 
the Speaker’s office at the Capitol. A tape 
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