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NotE: The President spoke at 7 p.m. at
Ford’s Theatre. In his remarks, he referred
to entertainer Dixie Carter. The transcript

Statement on Congressional Action on

November 30, 2001

The compromise reached by the House
and Senate appropriators on Mexican truck-
ing is an important victory for safety and
free trade. We must promote the highest
level of safety and security on American
highways while meeting our commitments
to our friends to the South. The com-

released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of the First Lady.

Mexican Motor Carrier Legislation

promise reached by the conferees will
achieve these twin objectives by permitting
our border to be opened in a timely man-
ner and ensuring that all United States
safety standards will be applied to every

truck and bus operating on our highways.

Statement on the Resignation of Governor James S. Gilmore III of Virginia
as Republican National Committee Chairman

November 30, 2001

Jim Gilmore is a close friend and valu-
able ally. He answered my call to lead the
Republican Party through a challenging and
dynamic election. He has done so with fer-
vor and conviction. He has advanced our
principles of limited but active government
and promoted compassionate priorities that
strengthen American families, keep Ameri-
cans safe, and encourage individual respon-
sibility.

There are few who embody public serv-
ice the way that Jim Gilmore does, serving

The President’s Radio Address
December 1, 2001

Good morning. This week, the official
announcement came that our economy has
been in recession since March. And unfor-
tunately, to a lot of Americans, that news
comes as no surprise. Many have lost jobs
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as Governor of Virginia, chairman of a na-
tional commission on terrorism, and leader
of the national Republican Party all in the
same year.

There is no greater priority on this Earth
than one’s family, and I respect and under-
stand the decision Governor Gilmore has
made. I wish him the best of luck in all
his future endeavors and will continue to
seek his wise counsel as a friend and con-
fidante.

or seen their hours cut. Many have seen
friends or family laid off.

The long economic expansion that started
10 years ago, in 1991, began to slow last
year. Many economists warned me when
I took office that a recession was beginning,
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so we took quick action. We passed the
biggest tax cut in a generation, and we im-
posed some much needed discipline on
Federal spending. And by the end of the
summer, we could see signs that the econ-
omy was responding.

But the terrorist attacks of September
the 11th hit our economy hard. They hurt
our airlines and hotels and restaurants and
undermined consumer and business con-
fidence. Now we need to act boldly to pro-
tect America’s economic security. There are
two immediate priorities for America’s re-
covery: We must bring quick help to those
who need it most, and we must restore
our economy’s growth.

It's the holiday season. It's a time to
reach out to Americans who are hurting,
to help them put food on the table, and
to keep a roof over their heads. I've offered
a plan to provide immediate assistance to
those who have lost their jobs in the wake
of the terrorist attack. My plan extends un-
employment compensation by 13 weeks in
the States hardest hit by terrorism. My plan
helps States offer Medicaid to uninsured
workers in need and their families. And
my plan offers emergency grants to States
to help displaced workers get job training
and find new work and continue their
health insurance—practical help in a dif-
ficult time.

And I'm working with congressional lead-
ers on more ideas to help Americans who
have lost their jobs. In the long run, the
right answer to unemployment is to create
more jobs. I have proposed a package of
job creating measures. I've asked Congress
for tax relief for low- and moderate-income

Statement on the Bombings in Israel
December 1, 2001

I was horrified and saddened to learn
of the bombings that took place tonight
in Jerusalem. I strongly condemn them as

people to put more money into the hands
of consumers and to put people to work
making things that consumers want. I have
proposed we lower taxes on employers who
buy new equipment to expand their busi-
ness and hire more people.

We should reform our tax laws so that
employers don’t pay more taxes as their
profits shrink. And I propose we speed up
the income tax cuts Congress passed in the
spring so that people can keep more of
their own money to spend or pay their
debts.

I asked for this job creation package on
October the 5th. The House of Representa-
tives responded swiftly. Yet I'm still waiting
for a bill to sign, and more importantly,
so are more than 415,000 Americans who
have lost their jobs since then.

You know, after September the 11th my
administration and the Congress made a
conscious decision to show the terrorists
we could work together. We had an obliga-
tion to show that democracy works. We've
done that. And now we need to do it again
by helping dislocated workers and spurring
economic growth.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 10:16
a.m. on November 30 in the Cabinet Room
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06
am. on December 1. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on November 30 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

acts of murder that no person of conscience
can tolerate and no cause can ever justify.
On behalf of the American people, I extend
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