
1436

Nov. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

fire signed between the MILF and the 
Government of the Philippines. To help 
consolidate the peace and to promote eco-
nomic and social development in Muslim 
communities, President Bush announced 
that he is working with the United States 
Congress to more than double U.S. assist-
ance to Mindanao with a fiscal year 2002 
package worth over $38 million. Combined 
with fiscal year 2001 assistance, the United 
States will provide over $55 million to 
Mindanao. 

This Mindanao Assistance Package will 
provide direct support for the nascent 
peace process by integrating the ex-combat-
ants and their communities into the peace-
time economy; creating an environment in 
Mindanao that is attractive for investment, 
job creation and economic progress; and 
providing improved public services in 
Mindanao, especially in the Autonomous 
Region of Muslim Mindanao. This package 
will also include $825,000 in new edu-
cational and cultural exchanges, including 
a number of Fulbright scholarship grants, 
specifically targeted at Mindanao’s Muslim 
community. This represents an almost 90 
percent increase in educational exchange 
programming for Mindanao. The President 
further committed to work with Congress 
and other donors to secure additional re-
sources for Mindanao, as the peace process 
moves forward in the years ahead. 

To complement this assistance, the U.S. 
Trade and Development Agency (TDA) is 
taking a pro-active approach to encourage 
the U.S. private sector’s involvement in 
Mindanao’s infrastructure development. 
Both Presidents welcome TDA’s signing of 
a $302,500 grant agreement to plan the 
development of a commercially sustainable 
solar-powered irrigation system for rural 
farming communities and look forward to 
future TDA projects that will further pro-
mote sustainable development for the peo-
ple of Mindanao. President Bush expressed 
condolences for the victims of the severe 
typhoon that hit the Mindanao region ear-
lier this month and noted that the United 
States contributed $100,000 in disaster re-
lief assistance to help affected families. To 
help better prepare for, and respond to, 
future disasters, the two leaders welcomed 
the signing of a U.S.-Philippine protocol 
of intentions on cooperation on disaster 
prevention and management. 

The meeting between President Bush 
and President Macapagal-Arroyo was char-
acterized by unusual warmth and candor 
and heralded a new era of comprehensive 
cooperation and friendship between the 
United States and the Philippines. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.
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Thank you all. Please be seated. Joe, 
thank you for those stirring words. There’s 
nothing quite like the eloquence of a loyal 
son. I want to welcome you and all your 
brothers and sisters and your mom; Senator 
Kennedy. I want to thank the Attorneys 
General who are here. I want to thank our 
current Attorney General. Thank you for 

being here, Director. I want to thank the 
Members of the Congress who are here, 
the Senators and Members of the House 
of Representatives for coming, both Repub-
licans and Democrats. I want to thank Ad-
ministrator Perry; ladies and gentlemen. 

I’m so very pleased to be with you in 
giving this building a great American name. 
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Seventy-nine Americans have held the title 
of Attorney General, and 25 of them 
worked in this building. But in the history 
of this Department and in the memory of 
our country we hold a special place for 
Robert Francis Kennedy. 

He first worked here 50 years ago, as 
Joe said. Just out of law school at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, he reported here every 
morning to the Criminal Division. He was 
26, married, the father of one, a baby girl 
who is now the Lieutenant Governor of 
the State of Maryland. 

Ahead of him were many more accom-
plishments and a lot more children. 
[Laughter] There’s no doubt in my mind 
that he would look upon his sons and 
daughters and his grandkids with such in-
credible pride. 

America first saw him and heard his 
voice in the mid-fifties when he was minor-
ity counselor to the Senate committee in-
vestigating organized crime. There was 
something about him that no one could 
miss, an intense intelligence present, a 
voice that could quiet a room. As a friend 
has remembered him, Robert Kennedy was 
not a hard man, but he was a tough man. 
He valued bluntness and precision and 
truth. Those under investigation learned 
those qualities firsthand. 

In the eyes of John F. Kennedy, no man 
ever had a more faithful brother. During 
his Presidential campaign, he said, ‘‘I don’t 
know what Bobby does, but it always seems 
to turn out right.’’ We are told that after 
the election the younger brother wasn’t 
sure he wanted to join the Cabinet, and 
he said so to the President-elect. Robert 
tried to make the case explaining why he 
should not become Attorney General. 
There was no reply. The President-elect 
simply left the room and casually returned 
a few minutes later to say, ‘‘So that’s it, 
General. Let’s go.’’ [Laughter] 

To this day, visitors to the West Wing, 
seeing the Rose Garden and the Col-
onnade, instantly think of the pictures of 
the two brothers together. And from this 

day, his birthday, everyone who enters this 
building or passes by will think of Robert 
F. Kennedy and what he still means to 
this country. 

He was not our longest serving Attorney 
General, yet none is more fondly remem-
bered. And few have filled their time here 
with so much energy or seen events of such 
consequence. He was at his brother’s side 
during the 13 days in October 1962, where 
he was firm and discerning and calm. 

In this building, he set to work on what 
would become the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
Here, he gave the orders sending 500 U.S. 
marshals to protect the Freedom Riders. 
He stood for racial desegregation. And to 
those on the other side of the issue, he 
said this: ‘‘My belief doesn’t matter. It’s 
the law. Some of you may believe the deci-
sion was wrong. That doesn’t matter. It is 
the law.’’

With us today are some of the people 
who worked for our 64th Attorney General, 
each of whom counts it as an experience 
of a lifetime. They still look up to him. 
Time has done nothing to weaken their loy-
alty to the valiant and idealistic man they 
knew and followed. Robert Kennedy was 
a serious man, concerned with serious 
things. And he loved his friends. He was 
a strong man who understood weakness, 
a man who knew privilege but also suf-
fering. He fought to gain power, chose to 
use it in the defense of the powerless. 

To millions who never knew him, he’s 
still an example of kindness and courage. 
America today is passing through a time 
of incredible testing. And as we do so, we 
admire even more the spirit of Robert Ken-
nedy, a spirit that tolerates no injustice and 
fears no evil. That’s how this country sees 
him. 

But today and every November 20th, a 
large and loving family thinks of the dad 
they miss. Some of you know your way 
around this building because he brought 
you here. As Joe said, the Attorney Gen-
eral’s conference room was then his office 
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and a playroom. And as the photos dis-
played here make it clear, he also enjoyed 
one of my favorite perks of office—you get 
to bring your dog to work. [Laughter] 

Of all that he left behind, nothing brings 
Robert Kennedy more clearly to mind than 
his good wife. In the first year of their 
marriage, he recorded his feelings by 
quoting the Book of Ruth: ‘‘Whither thou 
goest, I will go, and we will be together 
forever.’’

For 33 years, Ethel Kennedy has walked 
with grace and dignity, faithful to God and 
to the memory of her husband. Any tribute 
to Robert Kennedy must also be a tribute 
to Mrs. Robert Kennedy. She shares in all 
his achievements; she’s added many of her 

own. Mrs. Kennedy, America honors you 
as well. 

This great building, and all who work 
here, serve the public in the cause of jus-
tice. It now bears the name of a good and 
decent man, truly devoted to justice. On 
behalf of the people of the United States, 
I proudly dedicate the Robert F. Kennedy 
Department of Justice Building. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:37 p.m. in 
the Great Hall of the newly designated Rob-
ert F. Kennedy Department of Justice Build-
ing. In his remarks, he referred to Joseph 
P. Kennedy III, who introduced the Presi-
dent, and Lt. Gov. Kathleen Kennedy Town-
send of Maryland.

Memorandum on the Naming of the Robert F. Kennedy Department of 
Justice Building 
November 20, 2001

Memorandum for the Administrator of 
General Services

Subject: Naming of the Robert F. Kennedy 
Department of Justice Building

Today we mark the 76th anniversary of 
the birth of Robert F. Kennedy, who 
served this Nation with great distinction in 
the United States Navy, as a respected at-
torney, as a United States Senator, and as 
our 64th Attorney General. As Attorney 
General, Robert F. Kennedy successfully 
led the Department of Justice in important 
struggles that have come to symbolize the 
Department’s capacity to do good. Whether 
fighting against organized crime or for civil 
rights, Attorney General Kennedy brought 

out the best in the Department of Justice, 
working for a more just, free, and law-abid-
ing society. It is fitting that the Main Jus-
tice building in our Nation’s capital should 
be dedicated to Robert F. Kennedy’s mem-
ory, so that generations of Americans yet 
to come will remember his contributions 
to preserving justice. 

I hereby direct you to designate the Fed-
eral Building located at 10th Street and 
Constitution Avenue, N.W., in Washington, 
District of Columbia, as the ‘‘Robert F. 
Kennedy Department of Justice Building,’’ 
and such facility shall be thereafter known 
and referred to by that name. 

GEORGE W. BUSH
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