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striving to achieve the total disarmament 
called for by the Good Friday agreement. 
I know I speak for all Americans when 
I express my heartfelt appreciation to Gen-
eral de Chastelain for his continuing efforts 
in support of the peace process. This act 
of decommissioning will, I hope, lead to 
the full functioning of the political institu-

tions of the Good Friday agreement. All 
leaders should be prepared to intensify 
their efforts to resolve remaining out-
standing issues. 

NOTE: This statement was released on the 
White House web site.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report of the Railroad Retirement 
Board 
October 23, 2001

To the Congress of the United States: 
I transmit herewith the Annual Report 

of the Railroad Retirement Board for Fiscal 
Year 2000, pursuant to the provisions of 
section 7(b)(6) of the Railroad Retirement 

Act and section 12(1) of the Railroad Un-
employment Insurance Act. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

The White House, 
October 23, 2001.

Remarks to Employees of the Dixie Printing and Packaging Corporation in 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 
October 24, 2001

Thank you all very much. Please be seat-
ed. Newth, thank you very much. And Ray 
and Susan Blavatt, thank you for being 
here, as well. I’m glad my SBA Director 
is here; Hector Barreto is in charge of the 
Small Business Association. And Hector, 
thank you for coming. I want to thank the 
employees of Dixie Printing and my fellow 
Americans. 

Some might ask why, in the midst of 
war, I would come to Dixie Printing. They 
say, ‘‘Here you are conducting a campaign 
against terrorists, and you take time to 
come to a small business.’’ And the answer 
is, because we fight in the war on two 
fronts. We fight a war at home, and part 
of the war we fight is to make sure that 
our economy continues to grow. 

When the terrorists struck our homeland, 
they thought we would fold. They thought 
our economy would crater. That’s what they 
wanted. But they don’t understand Amer-
ica. They don’t understand the entrepre-
neurial spirit of our country. They don’t 
understand the spirit of the working men 
and women of America. They don’t under-
stand that small-business owners all across 
our country are saying, ‘‘We’re not going 
to allow you to terrorize us.’’ We’re going 
to make sure our—[applause]. 

I am here to report that we’re doing 
well on both fronts. Overseas, our diplo-
matic efforts are strong. Nations all across 
the globe have bound with the United 
States to send a clear message that we’ll 
fight terrorism wherever it may exist. 
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Recently I was in China. I had an inter-
esting meeting, as you can imagine, with 
the President of Russia, the head of China, 
Mexico, Chile—were all represented. And 
to a leader, from all kinds of nations, some 
Muslim, some not, the people said, ‘‘We 
stand with America. We stand with America 
in our noble goal of finding the evildoers 
and bringing them to justice.’’

As you know, I have asked our military 
to take an active role in the campaign. I 
set out a doctrine to America that said the 
following: Not only will we hold terrorists 
accountable for their activities, we will also 
hold those accountable, those nations ac-
countable that harbor them, that hide 
them, that try to feed them. And that’s 
exactly what we’re doing in Afghanistan. 

I gave the Afghan Government, the 
Taliban Government, plenty of time to re-
spond to the demands of the United States. 
I said, ‘‘You must hand over the Al Qaida 
leadership which hides in your country.’’ 
I said, ‘‘You must free those who you ille-
gally detain in your country.’’ And I said, 
‘‘You must destroy the camps that have 
been used to train the terrorists.’’ And they 
had time to respond, and they didn’t re-
spond positively, and therefore, they’re pay-
ing a price. 

Our military is conducting a campaign 
to bring the terrorists to justice, not to 
harm the Afghan people. While we are 
holding the Taliban Government account-
able, we’re also feeding Afghan people. You 
need to be proud of the United States mili-
tary. It’s doing its job. It is slowly but surely 
encircling the terrorists so that we’ll bring 
them to justice. We’re patient. We’re firm. 
We have got a strategy that is going to 
work. And make no mistake about it, justice 
will be done. 

But there is another front in this war, 
and the front is here at home. It’s some-
thing that, obviously, we’re not used to in 
America. We’ve had oceans which have 
protected us over our history. Except for 
Pearl Harbor, we’ve never really been hit 
before. And yet, on September 11th, this 

great land came under attack. And it’s still 
under attack as we speak. Anybody who 
puts poison in mail is a terrorist. Anybody 
who tries to affect the lives of our good 
citizens is evil. 

I’m oftentimes asked by our friends in 
the press, do I know if there’s a direct 
connection between what took place on 
September the 11th and what’s happening 
today. I have no direct evidence, but there 
are some links. Both series of actions are 
motivated by evil and hate. Both series of 
actions are meant to disrupt Americans’ 
way of life. Both series of actions are an 
attack on our homeland. And both series 
of actions will not stand. 

It’s important for the American people 
to know our Government is doing every-
thing we can on both fronts of this war. 
On the homefront, we’ve got an Office of 
Homeland Security, the job of which is to 
organize and coordinate our functions of 
Government in such a way as to disrupt 
and find those who would harm our citi-
zens. We’ve got thousands of FBI agents 
scouring the information, asking questions, 
following up leads, all aimed to raise the 
risk of someone who would harm our citi-
zens. 

And as well, we’ve responded to every 
incident that has occurred. Our Nation has 
responded with bravery and courage. I’m 
proud of our health officials who responded 
so quickly to the incidents that took place. 
And unfortunately, we lost life, and our 
prayers are with anybody who lose life in 
America. But I firmly believe their quick 
actions saved many lives, as well. 

We’re learning about terror and evil, and 
our country is responding forcefully. The 
American people have got remarkable spirit 
and remarkable resolve. We are strong. We 
are united. And we are determined to pre-
vail. 

One of the effects of the attacks has 
been on our economy. Make no mistake 
about it: September 11th affected economic 
growth, and our Government must respond 
in an effective way. And so I’m here to 
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talk about an important part of the home-
front security, and that is our economy. 

First of all, the bases for economic 
growth are very strong. The entrepreneurial 
spirit is really strong in America. We’re the 
haven for small-business opportunity in our 
country. I mean, more jobs are created 
through small-business owners and the en-
trepreneurs of America than they are 
through large corporate America. And so 
as we think through how to encourage eco-
nomic growth, we’ve got to always keep 
in mind the small business and the me-
dium-sized businesses of America. 

Secondly, our tax structure has been im-
proved. In other words, we’re giving people 
more of their own money back. And that’s 
an important part of economic growth. We 
just finished distributing about 40 billion 
in rebate checks. Maybe some of you have 
received a 600 or $300 check. That’s part 
of encouraging growth. And by the way, 
those tax cuts that have just begun will 
continue next year and the year after that, 
as well. 

And we’ve acted confidently and quickly 
to spend money necessary to help the 
country recover from the attacks. We spent 
money on helping rebuild New York City 
and the Pentagon. We have spent money 
to stabilize our airline industry, which was 
the industry most directly affected by the 
attacks of September the 11th. We’ve spent 
money to take care of workers who have 
lost jobs, and that’s necessary, and that’s 
important. 

And we’ve taken enough money—spend-
ing money to make sure we defend our 
country and accomplish our mission over-
seas. That spending has amounted to about 
$60 billion above and beyond our budget. 
That money will help with job creation and 
will help our economy grow. It’s necessary 
to spend that kind of money in a time 
of emergency, and we’re in times of emer-
gency. 

But I strongly believe it’s time to balance 
this amount of spending with additional tax 
relief. My judgment, we’ve provided a lot 

of money in the short run, and in order 
to encourage and stimulate our economy, 
we ought to offset that money with addi-
tional tax relief. And I want to describe 
some of what that means. 

First, we need to accelerate the tax relief 
that is already going to happen. In other 
words, instead of waiting for next year’s 
tax relief to happen, let’s put it into this 
year, to bolster consumer spending. We 
want you to have more money to spend, 
particularly as we head into the Christmas 
season. We want our consumers feeling 
confident. 

One way to feel confident is for the peo-
ple to know there’s a strong homeland se-
curity initiative and strategy, that our coun-
try is doing everything we can to succeed. 
And there’s nothing like boosting con-
fidence than a little extra money in the 
pocket, too. 

I also believe we ought to have rebates 
for low- and moderate-income workers, 
people who might have filed an income 
tax return but didn’t get any rebate last 
time. Those good folks have been particu-
larly hard-hit as a result of September the 
11th. And that ought to be a part of our 
consumer confidence package. 

And then there’s the business side, and 
I want you to know that we’ve thought 
very carefully about how to stimulate eco-
nomic vitality and growth. And it’s a pack-
age that will help small-business America. 
It’s a package that will do two things: One, 
encourage more investment, immediate in-
vestment in plant and equipment, and 
therefore, one that will help small busi-
nesses not only retain their workforce but 
hopefully expand their workforces. 

And, therefore, we need to reform the 
corporate income tax to get rid of the alter-
native minimum tax, which so severely af-
fects small businesses like Dixie. As well, 
we need to allow businesses to deduct 
more of the cost of new investments imme-
diately. We need to say to the Dixie 
Printings of America, ‘‘If you invest in 
equipment now, you’re rewarded for that 
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investment.’’ To me, that makes common 
sense. It’s a good way to make sure that 
we enhance the employment opportunities 
of America. 

The terrorists wanted our economy to 
stop. It hasn’t. They wanted to diminish 
the spirit of America. It didn’t. They 
thought the Government wouldn’t be able 
to react. The Government is going to react 
with an economic stimulus package that is 
good for workers. The House is getting 
ready to vote on that package. I urge them 
to pass it, and then I urge the Senate to 
act quickly to make sure that the American 
people understand that at this part of our 
homeland defense, our country and the 
Congress is united. 

You know, I said early on that through 
my tears I see opportunity. And I believe 
my faith teaches that out of evil can come 
good, and there’s been a lot of good that 
has come out of this terrible situation. By 
the way, there’s a spirit of cooperation in 
Washington that is very positive. We’ve got 
Republicans and Democrats talking to each 
other. [Laughter] That’s good. It’s very im-
portant during this time in our history that 
we in Washington, DC, show that we can 
work together. 

I don’t know if you know this or not, 
but I’m now having a weekly breakfast with 
the leaders of the House and the Senate, 
both Republicans and Democrats. And I 
can report that there is no party that has 
got a lock on patriotism. The Democrats, 
just like Republicans, want to win this war. 
And we’re talking about how to best solve 
the problems with which we’re confronted. 

But there’s also a lot of other good, too. 
We’ve got moms and dads reassessing val-
ues, recognizing there are things that are 
so precious in life, like their children and 
their marriage and their family and their 
church and their synagogue and their 
mosque. Values are strong in America. 
Those who struck our country didn’t real-
ize—didn’t realize, because they’re so evil 
and so dark and so negative, they couldn’t 

realize that there’s going to be such good 
that comes out of what took place in Amer-
ica. 

We’re resolved. We are strong. We’re de-
termined. We’re patient. And this Nation 
is going to do whatever it takes. You see, 
my attitude is, is that how the Dixie 
Printings behave and how the workers be-
have here and how the citizens of Maryland 
behave are incredibly important. How you 
respond to these attacks are incredibly im-
portant, not only to help win the war today 
but to set the example for future genera-
tions of Americans. 

It’s important that we win today, place 
that flag of freedom squarely in the world, 
because this is the first battle of the 21st 
century, and it’s a battle we must win—
we have no choice—for our children and 
our grandchildren. And it means that the 
country is going to have to do what it takes. 
And I’m here to report, we are. We are 
going to do it. 

So I want to thank you for giving me 
a chance to drop in to say hello. I am 
so honored to be the President of this great 
Nation, and I mean great. What a fabulous 
land we have. And the reason why is be-
cause we’ve got such fabulous citizens. 

Thank you for letting me come by. God 
bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:42 p.m. on 
the factory floor of the Dixie Printing & 
Packaging Corp. In his remarks, he referred 
to A. Newth Morris, president, and Raymond 
J. Bedell, general manager, Dixie Printing & 
Packaging Corp.; Susan Blavatt, president 
and owner, ASC Corp.; President Vladimir 
Putin of Russia; President Jiang Zemin of 
China; President Vicente Fox of Mexico; and 
President Ricardo Lagos of Chile. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish 
language transcript of these remarks.
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