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spirit at the Pentagon, before and after the 
attack on this building. 

You’ve responded to a great emergency 
with calm and courage. And for that, your 
country honors you. A Commander in 
Chief must know—must know—that he can 
count on the skill and readiness of service 
men and women at every point in the chain 
of command. You have given me that con-
fidence. 

And I give you these commitments: The 
wound to this building will not be forgot-
ten, but it will be repaired. Brick by brick, 
we will quickly rebuild the Pentagon. In 
the missions ahead for the military, you 
will have everything you need, every re-
source, every weapon, every means to as-
sure full victory for the United States and 
the cause of freedom. 

And I pledge to you that America will 
never relent on this war against terror. 
There will be times of swift, dramatic ac-
tion. There will be times of steady, quiet 
progress. Over time, with patience and pre-
cision, the terrorists will be pursued. They 
will be isolated, surrounded, cornered, until 
there is no place to run or hide or rest. 

As military and civilian personnel in the 
Pentagon, you are an important part of the 
struggle we have entered. You know the 
risks of your calling, and you have willingly 
accepted them. You believe in our country, 
and our country believes in you. 

Within sight of this building is Arlington 
Cemetery, the final resting place of many 
thousands who died for our country over 
the generations. Enemies of America have 
now added to these graves, and they wish 
to add more. Unlike our enemies, we value 
every life, and we mourn every loss. 

Yet we’re not afraid. Our cause is just 
and worthy of sacrifice. Our Nation is 
strong of heart, firm of purpose. Inspired 
by all the courage that has come before, 
we will meet our moment, and we will 
prevail. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. 
outside the Pentagon. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Cabinet Meeting 
October 11, 2001

I have asked my Cabinet to come in 
and give me a briefing on the progress 
that we’re making on the war on terrorism. 
I can report to the American people we’re 
making substantial progress. 

First, our Secretary of State and our dip-
lomats around the world have put together 
a broad coalition of nations to make a stand 
against terrorists, terrorism, and those who 
harbor terrorists. And I’m really pleased. 
This coalition includes not only our friends 
in Europe and South America, but as we 
saw at the OIC conference, the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Conferences, many Muslim 

nations have taken a very firm stand against 
terrorist activities, as well. 

Obviously, the Secretary of Defense and 
the Defense Department has been busy. 
As I said today, America is very proud of 
the men and women who wear the uni-
form; they’re proud of your leadership too, 
sir. We’ll leave the military briefing for the 
Pentagon. 

I had a good visit with our Secretary 
of Treasury, who informed me that we’ve 
now frozen $40 million worth of assets—
Taliban and Al Qaida assets all around the 
world, and we’ve just begun. We want the 
terrorists to know that we’re after them 
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in all kinds of ways, and one good way 
to make them ineffective is to cut off their 
money. 

The Attorney General has reported that 
here at the homeland—in the homeland 
we’ve interrogated over 600 people that 
may have been involved with the bombings, 
as well as spending a great deal of time 
analyzing information that could lead to the 
disruption of any potential attack on Amer-
ica. 

And then we discussed our legislative pri-
orities before the Congress goes home. One 
of those, of course, is an economic stimulus 
package that must include tax relief that 
has got a positive effect on the economy 
in the short run. 

But there are two other aspects to a 
good, strong economic stimulus package, 
one of which is trade promotion authority. 
And the other is an energy bill. Now, there 
was a good energy bill passed out of the 
House of Representatives. And the reason 
it passed is because members of both par-
ties understand an energy bill is not only 
good for jobs, it’s important for our national 
security to have a good energy policy. 

And I urge the Senate to listen to the 
will of the Senators and move a bill—move 
a bill that will help Americans find work 
and also make it easier for all of us around 
this table to protect the security of the 
country. The less dependent we are on for-
eign sources of crude oil, the more secure 
we are at home. 

We’ve spent a lot of time talking about 
homeland security. An integral piece of 
homeland security is energy independence. 
And I ask the Senate to respond to the 
call to get an energy bill moving. 

We have got a lot of work to do, and 
everybody around this table understands 
that. We’re a patient group of people; we’re 
a disciplined group of people. But one 
thing we’ve got in mind as well is, we’ve 
got the best interests of the American peo-
ple in mind. And I’m proud of the job 
everybody is doing here. I want to thank 
you on behalf of America for your hard 
work. 

I will see you all tonight. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:02 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House.

Statement on Proposed Back to Work Relief Legislation 
October 11, 2001

I commend Senators Allen and Warner 
and others for introducing my ‘‘Back to 
Work Relief Package.’’ I look forward to 
continuing to work with members of both 
parties to enact this important relief for 

dislocated workers across America as soon 
as possible. This proposal will help get 
workers who lost their jobs because of the 
September 11 attacks back to work again.

The President’s News Conference 
October 11, 2001

The President. Good evening. Thank you. 
Good evening. I would like to report to 
the American people on the state of our 

war against terror, and then I’ll be happy 
to take questions from the White House 
press corps. 
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