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that’s two too many—but there was a lot 
of people from other countries, as well, in-
volved. And he was convicted and sen-
tenced to death, yet he only served 14 
years. Well, we arrested him; we got him; 
we brought him into Alaska. And today the 
United States of America will charge him 
with murder. 

Sometimes we’ll have success in the near 
term; sometimes we have to be patient. 
Sometimes we’ll be able to round some-
body up who threatens us today; sometimes 
it may take us awhile to catch him. But 
the lesson of this case, and every case, is 
that this mighty Nation won’t rest until we 
protect ourselves, our citizens, and free-
dom-loving people around the world. 

The evildoers struck, and when they did, 
they aroused a mighty land, a land of com-
passionate people, a land who wants to help 

a neighbor in need, but a land who stands 
solidly on principles, the principles of free-
dom: freedom to worship, freedom to gov-
ern, freedom to speak, freedom to assem-
ble. 

We sent a loud message to the world: 
We will not be cowed by a few. We sent 
another message to the world: Together, 
we’re going to bring these people to justice. 
And that’s exactly what we’re going to do. 

Thank you for your hard work. I want 
to thank you all so very much for your 
hard work and for your love for America. 
May God bless you all. May God continue 
to bless America. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:39 p.m. in 
a ballroom of the Holiday Inn Capitol adja-
cent to the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency headquarters.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
October 2, 2001

The President. I want to thank the lead-
ers of the Congress for coming down for 
breakfast this morning. We had a really 
good discussion, starting with the progress 
we’re making on the war against terrorism. 
I briefed the Members about the fact that 
we’re beginning to make progress in freez-
ing assets—freezing assets of the Al Qaida 
organization. I also talked about that the 
net we’re casting is wide and strong, that 
we’ve put together an international coalition 
that is impressive, and that the members 
of that coalition are staying steady. 

It is my desire to make sure that as this 
war unfolds, that the leaders of both the 
Senate and the House are fully informed 
of what the Government is doing. I can’t 
think of a better way to conduct foreign 
policy than to consult regularly with the 
leadership. 

We also talked about airport security. I 
told the Members that I’m going to be 
going to Reagan Airport today to announce 
its opening, and that we need to work to-
gether to make sure that the package that’s 
evolving in the House and the Senate is 
put together pretty quickly. 

We talked about economic stimulus. 
There is agreement that we’ve got to come 
together with a vision about how big the 
package ought to be, to make sure that 
we affect the economy in the short run 
in a positive way, but don’t affect it in 
the long run in a negative way. We agree 
on principles, that we’ve got to make sure 
that demand for U.S. products stays strong, 
demand for products throughout our econ-
omy stays strong. Therefore, we talked 
about ways to stimulate demand. We un-
derstand that investment has fallen off in 
the corporate sector, and we talked about 
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constructive ways to stimulate investments 
so that the manufacturing sector, for exam-
ple, of the United States has got some 
added wind in order to grow, to make sure 
that people find work. We talked about 
worker displacement. And we had a good 
discussion. 

And there’s one thing that the American 
people must understand, that as we work 
through these important subjects, we will 
do so in a spirit of cooperation and con-
sultation. 

And finally, all of us want to get a budget 
done as quickly possible, get the appropria-
tions process done. We’re making very 
good progress on coming up with the size 
of the ultimate budget. And once that’s de-
cided, we pledged to work together to get 
the appropriations bills moving as quickly 
as possible. That would be a welcome relief 
from the old budget battles of the past. 

And I’m most pleased with the conversa-
tions we’ve had. I admired all four leaders 
prior to September 11th; I admire them 
even more after September 11th, because 
they’re dedicated patriots, anxious to bring 
our Government together to make sure that 
we respond to the American people in a 
positive way. 

I’ll answer a couple of questions. 

Situation in the Middle East/Taliban 
Q. Mr. President, is the time running 

out on the Taliban regime? Are you pre-
pared, sir, to recognize a Palestinian state 
as a part of a broader Middle East peace 
process, itself? 

The President. Those are two questions, 
Major [Major Garrett, Cable News Net-
work]. 

Q. It’s been a while since I’ve seen you. 
The President. Don’t take it personally. 
Q. I never do, sir. 
The President. The idea of a Palestinian 

state has always been a part of a vision, 
so long as the right to Israel to exist is 
respected. 

But first things first, when it comes to 
the Middle East, and we’ve got to get to 

Mitchell, the Mitchell accord. Senator 
Mitchell put together a viable blueprint 
that most of the world agrees with as the 
necessary path to ultimately solving the 
problems of the Middle East. And we are 
working diligently with both sides to en-
courage the reduction of violence so that 
meaningful discussions can take place. 

Secondly, there is no timetable for the 
Taliban, just like there are no negotiations. 
I have said that the Taliban must turn over 
Al Qaida organization living within Afghani-
stan and must destroy the terrorist camps. 
And they must do so; otherwise, there will 
be a consequence. There are no negotia-
tions; there’s no calendar. We’ll act on our 
time, and we’ll do it in a manner that not 
only secures the United States as best as 
possible but makes the freedom in the 
world more likely to exist in the future. 

Q. Mr. President, to follow up on the 
Middle East, sir. Were you prepared to 
support the idea of a Palestinian state be-
fore the United Nations conference that 
was canceled? 

The President. Oh, I read all kinds of 
speculation about what this administration 
was or was not going to do. What I’m tell-
ing you is, is that we are fully committed 
to the Mitchell process. And we are fully 
committed to working with both sides to 
bring the level of terror down to an accept-
able level for both. And I fully understand 
that progress is made in centimeters in the 
Middle East. And we believe we’re making 
some progress. 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 

National Economy 
Q. How big a stimulus package do you 

think is needed, sir, and what do you think 
is the best way to stimulate demand? 

The President. Well, the definition—a 
stimulus package big enough—what is 
needed is big enough to get the economy 
moving in the short run but small enough 
so it doesn’t affect long-term interest rates, 
for example. We are—all of us are listening 
to the voices of leading economists. We’re 
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all open for suggestions. The best way to 
stimulate demand is to give people some 
money, so they can spend it. 

Domestic Reaction to September 11
Q. Mr. President, out of this terror 

comes fear. 
The President. What? Out of what? 
Q. Out of this terror on September 11th 

comes fear. Many Americans are still 
gripped with this fear, and they’re buying 
gas masks in exuberant numbers. And 
they’re also looking to—for anthrax vaccina-
tions. What do you say to those people? 
Is their fear warranted? 

The President. I say that America ought 
to be on alert, but we need to get back 
to business. That’s why I’m opening up 
Reagan Airport. That’s why we had Cabinet 
members get on commercial airlines over 
the weekend. The good news is, is that 
some of the load factors on American air-
lines looked like they increased over the 
weekend. Americans know their Govern-
ment is doing everything they can to dis-
rupt any terrorist activity that may occur. 
We’re following every lead; we’re interro-
gating every possible suspect. We’re on full 
alert in America. 

But the good news is, Americans also 
realize that in order to fight terrorism, 

they’re going to go about their lives in a 
normal way. And Americans are. 

National Economy 
Q. Are we in a recession, sir? 
The President. Are we in a what? 
Q. Are we in a recession? 
The President. You let the number-

crunchers tell us that. But there’s no ques-
tion our economy is hurt as a result of 
September 11th. And the leaders here un-
derstand that. These Members go back to 
their districts and hear the plight of families 
who have been laid off. I, of course, hear 
it all the time as well. And we’re going 
to do something about it. That’s exactly 
what these discussions are about. 

In terms of how you call it, what the 
numbers look like, we’ve got statisticians 
who will be crunching the numbers and 
let us know exactly where we stand. But 
we don’t need numbers to tell us people 
are hurting. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:13 a.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to the Report of the 
Sharm el-Sheikh Fact-Finding Committee, 
chaired by former Senator George J. Mitch-
ell, issued April 30.

Remarks Announcing the Reopening of Ronald Reagan Washington 
National Airport in Arlington, Virginia 
October 2, 2001

The President. Thank you all. Governor, 
thank you very much. I am here to make 
an announcement that this Thursday, ticket 
counters and airplanes will fly out of Ron-
ald Reagan Airport. The ticket counters will 
be open for business. We will start a sched-
ule of airplane flights that will reflect the 
new and tight security concerns that all 
Americans share. Ronald Reagan Airport is 
very important for our local economy, but 

it’s also a national symbol, as the Governor 
mentioned. So Thursday, flights will re-
sume. 

I want to thank all the captains and flight 
attendants and maintenance folks and ticket 
counter personnel, people who make this 
good airport run, for your patience and un-
derstanding. 
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