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an argument in Congress about some issue
or something like that. But the American
people have got to understand that when
I held up that badge, I meant it: This war
on terrorism is my primary focus. Of course
I'm concerned about people being laid off.
Of course I'm concerned about the pieces
of legislation that may be stalled. But we
are talking about a campaign against people
who hate freedom. And the legacy that this
administration and this generation can leave
for future generations is a legacy that is
so vital for the underpinnings of this nation
and others who love freedom.

And so I—we're a great nation, and the
world has seen how great we are. And you
bet there are problems with our economy—
short run but not long run. And you bet
there’s a concern about whether or not
we'll be able to wrap up every financial
instrument used to fund terrorism. But
make no mistake about it, we're going after
them all. And we’ll win; were going to
win.

Terrorists are going to realize they can’t
face down freedom. Terrorists are going to
realize they made a big mistake; they mis-
calculated America. And I think they mis-
calculate a lot of our allies and friends too.
There is a determined will, and we accept
the challenge in this administration.

Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to President Vladimir
Putin of Russia; Minister of Foreign Affairs
Saud al-Faysal al Saud and Ambassador to
the U.S. Prince Bandar of Saudi Arabia; Mu-
hammad Zahir Shah, former King of Afghan-
istan; and President Pervez Musharraf of
Pakistan. He also referred to Public Law
103-236, title VIII, section 826, the “Glenn
amendment” to the Arms Export Control
Act. H.R. 2926, approved September 22, was
assigned Public Law No. 107-42. The Execu-
tive order of September 23 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks Following Discussions With Prime Minister Jean Chretien of

Canada
September 24, 2001

President Bush. It's my honor to wel-
come our close friend Jean Chretien to the
White House again. Thank you for coming.

You know, after this terrible incident on
September 11th, one of the first phone
calls T received was from the Prime Min-
ister, offering all his support and condo-
lences to the United States and our citi-
zens. It was like getting a phone call from
a brother, and I appreciate that so very
much.

We've got a great partner in our neigh—
borhood who understands what I know,
that we are facing a new type of war. And
those of us who love freedom, like the Ca-
nadians love freedom, now understand that
freedom is under attack. And we’ve com-

1154

bined together to fight—to fight against a
new enemy. And the Prime Minister under-
stands that.

We had a great discussion about a variety
of issues. We discussed the need for us
to continue to work peacefully along a huge
border. Border relations between Canada
and Mexico have never been better. And
there is no doubt in my mind that the
Prime Minister and the Canadian people
will work hard to make sure that Canada
is secure from any terrorist activity that
takes place, just like I can assure the Prime
Minister we're doing the same. We both
have a mutual responsibility in our hemi-
sphere to find and disrupt terrorist organi-
zations.
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An amazing thing came up the other day.
Somebody said to me, “Well, you know,
in your speech to Congress, there were
some that took affront in Canada”—be-
cause I didn’t mention the name. I didn’t
necessarily think it was important to praise
a brother; after all, we’re talking about fam-
ily. There should be no doubt in anybody’s
mind about how honored we are to have
the support of the Canadians and how
strong the Canadian Prime Minister has
been, and not only his condolences but his
offer of support for the American people.

I guess there’s—somebody is playing pol-
itics with you, Mr. Prime Minister. But I
suggest those who try to play politics with
my words and drive wedges between Can-
ada and me understand that at this time,
when nations are under attack, now is not
the time for politics. Now is the time to
develop a strategy to fight and win the war.
And Mr. Prime Minister, I want to thank
you for being here to continue those efforts
with me.

Prime Minister Chretien. Thank you, Mr.
President. And I am happy to be with you.
I think that, as you say, were part of—
not America; we're your neighbor, friends,
and family. And we have to work together.
This problem of terrorism is a problem that
concerns all the nations of the world. And
we're working together to build a coalition
that will defeat that, because it will disrupt

Statement on Congressional Action on

Free Trade Agreement
September 24, 2001

I commend the Congress for advancing
trade and relations with Jordan, a valued
friend and partner. The U.S.-Jordan Free
Trade Agreement will promote peace and
security in the region, while creating jobs
and new investment opportunities in both
countries. The agreement demonstrates Jor-
dan’s strong commitment to economic re-

the societies around the world. And I think
that you know you have the support of
Canadians. When you will need us, we will
be there.

We had a very good discussion this
morning on the element of the solutions,
and we will carry on during the lunchtime.
I guess that the Canadians were trauma-
tized by what happened 2 weeks ago. And
we had the occasion to receive 45,000
Americans on the Canadian soil who had
to be diverted to Canada. And we had a
great demonstration of support when
100,000 Canadians appeared on the hill to
offer support to our neighbor and friends
and family, the Americans.

So we will work together. We will have
occasion to carry this message that we have
to be together, because Canada participates
in the meeting of the Commonwealth
next—10 days from now, in Australia. And
later on, there will be the meeting of the
Francophone in Lebanon, where, again,
we’ll have to talk to all the leaders and
tell them that we're all in that fight.

[At this point, Prime Minister Chretien
spoke in French, and a translation was not
provided.]

President Bush. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. in the
Colonnade at the White House.

the United States-Jordan

form and sends a strong signal to Jordan,
as well as other countries in the region,
that support for peace and economic re-
form vyields concrete benefits. I look for-
ward to signing this important legislation.
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