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Sept. 19 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

President Bush recognized the important 
role of the Indonesian military (TNI) as 
a national institution and both leaders ob-
served the importance of military reforms 
in Indonesia’s democratic transition. In that 
regard, the two Presidents agreed to ex-
pand modest contacts and resume regular 
meetings between their militaries to sup-
port Indonesia’s efforts at military reform 
and professionalization. Upcoming activities 
will include Indonesian participation in a 
variety of conferences, multilateral exer-
cises, subject matter exchanges on issues 
such as military reform, military law, inves-
tigations, budgeting and budget trans-
parency, as well as humanitarian assistance 
and joint relief operations. 

President Bush and President Megawati 
agreed that military-to-military relations, 
while important, should constitute only one 
aspect of the bilateral security relationship 
and that the two countries should cooperate 
to increase civilian participation in Indo-
nesian defense and security issues. To pro-
mote this objective, the two leaders agreed 
to establish a bilateral Security Dialogue 
under the supervision of their respective 
civilian ministers of defense, which would 
provide an opportunity for an exchange of 
views on a broad range of security and de-
fense issues. To further support President 
Megawati’s efforts to foster proper civil-
military relations in Indonesia’s new demo-
cratic setting, President Bush also expressed 
his commitment to work with Congress to 
allocate $400,000 to educate Indonesian ci-

vilians on defense matters through the Ex-
panded International Military Education 
and Training. 

President Megawati expressed her full 
appreciation that Indonesia must resolve 
outstanding issues relating to past human 
rights violations, especially in conflict zones. 
She asserted that as a state based on the 
rule of law, respect for human rights, and 
freedom of religion, Indonesia recognizes 
the importance of accountability for human 
rights abuses. In that context, and in the 
spirit of their shared commitment to pro-
mote reform and professionalization of the 
military in a democratic Indonesia, Presi-
dent Bush announced that the United 
States would lift its embargo on commercial 
sales of non-lethal defense articles for Indo-
nesia, with individual applications to be re-
viewed on a case by case basis, as is stand-
ard practice in the United States. 

The two Presidents noted that both the 
United States and Indonesia were founded 
on the belief that a nation’s diversity is 
a source of strength, not weakness—a con-
cept embodied in their respective national 
mottos. They pledged to build on this 
shared belief as a basis for strengthening 
the bonds between their two peoples and 
for forging a new era of cooperation to 
advance their common interests. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Joint Statement Between the United States of America and the Republic 
of Indonesia on Terrorism and Religious Tolerance 
September 19, 2001

President George W. Bush and President 
Megawati Soekarnoputri today condemned 
the September 11, 2001 attacks on the 
United States and pledged to strengthen 
existing cooperation in the global effort to 

combat international terrorism. On behalf 
of the 210 million people of Indonesia, 
President Megawati expressed her deepest 
sympathies to the American people and 
pledged solidarity with the United States 
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in this hour of grief. Noting that the victims 
included innocent civilians of many nation-
alities, including an Indonesian citizen, the 
two leaders agreed that these indiscriminate 
attacks have no place in a civilized world. 

The two Presidents reaffirmed their com-
mitment to the principles of religious free-
dom and tolerance in relations within and 
among nations. As leader of the world’s 
largest Muslim population and third largest 
democracy, President Megawati joined 
President Bush in underlining the impor-
tance of differentiating between the religion 
of Islam and the acts of violent extremists. 
Emphasizing that Islam is a religion of 
peace that neither teaches hatred nor con-
dones violence, President Megawati encour-
aged President Bush in his stated purpose 
of building a broad coalition across religious 

lines and cultures to deal with these new 
and dangerous threats. She further empha-
sized the importance of taking into account 
the views of the Muslim world as the 
United States leads an appropriate response 
to the events of September 11. Noting that 
Islam is the fastest growing religion in the 
United States, President Bush assured 
President Megawati that the American peo-
ple respect Islam as one of the world’s 
great religions and that the United States 
would join hands with freedom-loving peo-
ple of all religions to combat transnational 
terror. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
September 19, 2001

The President. I want to welcome the 
Members, the leadership of the Congress 
here, and I want the Nation to know how 
proud I am of how they have helped unite 
our country. Senator Daschle and the 
Speaker and Senator Lott and Representa-
tive Gephardt have really showed that in 
times of emergency and crisis, that our 
Government can function in a way that is 
just exemplary. And I want to thank them 
for coming down. 

I’m also so pleased to accept the invita-
tion of the Speaker and the leaders to come 
and address the Congress tomorrow night. 
I look forward to the opportunity to explain 
to the American people who it is and who 
would do this to our great country and 
why—why would people choose America? 
A lot of our citizens have got a lot of ques-
tions about what has taken place on Sep-
tember the 11th and subsequent to that, 
and I owe it to the country to give an 

explanation. And I want to thank the Con-
gress for giving me a chance. I can’t think 
of a better place than to talk about freedom 
and the battle to maintain freedom in one 
of the greatest halls of freedom, and that 
is in the United States Congress. 

So, thank you for the invitation. I accept 
wholeheartedly, and I will see you all to-
morrow night. 

I’ll be glad to answer a couple of ques-
tions. Ron [Ron Fournier, Associated 
Press]. 

Public Safety 
Q. Mr. President, will you be able to 

tell all Americans whether they’re going to 
be safe while you prepare to retaliate, or 
could terrorists strike again while we pre-
pare for war? 

The President. Ron, I think America 
needs to know that we in Government are 
on alert, that we recognize life around the 
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