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life that is so essential for humankind, man-
kind to be able to realize their full poten-
tial. And we are focused on achieving the
goal.

There’s going to be a time when free
nations settle into what is viewed as an
ordinary life, and I hope that happens soon;
I hope that happens soon. But make no
mistake about it: My goal, my intentions
will not diminish with time. I am abso-
lutely—I know that we are called to re-
spond to terror now. This is the time, and
the world is ready for leadership. And

Jacques Chirac is ready to provide that
leadership, as am I.
I want to thank you all for being here.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. He also
referred to the Report of the Sharm el-
Sheikh Fact-Finding Committee, chaired by
former Senator George J. Mitchell, issued
April 30. President Chirac spoke in French,
and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Statement on Signing Legislation To Create the Brown v. Board of
Education 50th Anniversary Commission

September 18, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2133,
to create the “Brown v. Board of Education
50th Anniversary Commission.” The Com-
mission will advise the Secretary of Edu-
cation on activities to help celebrate one
of the most important decisions ever issued
by the U.S. Supreme Court—the decision
that recognized the constitutional right to
freedom from racial discrimination in our
public schools. Establishing a commission
to help celebrate the decision is particularly
appropriate as we work to secure passage
by the Congress of my Administration’s
educational initiatives, so that we leave no
child behind.

Consistent with the requirements of the
Appointments Clause of the Constitution,
I welcome the participation, in an advisory
capacity on the commission, of representa-
tives of the Judiciary; the Brown Founda-
tion for Education Equity, Excellence, and
Research; the NAACP Legal Defense and
Education Fund; and the Brown v. Board
of Education National Historic Site in the
activities of the commission. While the
Constitution does not permit them to par-
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ticipate in the performance of executive
functions, their advice will be crucial to
the effective functioning of the commission.
As T exercise my constitutional power of
appointment to name 11 members of the
commission, under the Appointments
Clause and the enabling legislation, I wel-
come, as a matter of comity, the sugges-
tions of the congressional leadership for
those positions.

I look forward to the national celebration
in 2004 of the 50th anniversary of the Su-
preme Court’s decision in Brown v. Board
of Education.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,

September 18, 2001.

NotEe: H.R. 2133, approved September 18,
was assigned Public Law No. 107—41. This
statement was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on September 19.
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