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sense of awareness that a group of barbar-
ians have declared war on the American
people.

Q. Sir, how much of a sacrifice are ordi-
nary Americans going to have to be ex-
pected to make in their daily lives, in their
daily routines?

The President. Our hope, of course, is
that they make no sacrifice whatsoever. We
would like to see life return to normal in
America. But these people have declared
war on us, and we will do whatever it takes
to make sure that we’re safe internally. So,
therefore, people may not be able to board
flights as quickly. Our borders are tighter
than they've ever been before. We're taken
a variety of measures to make sure that
the American people are safe, just as the
Attorney General spoke about.

The President’s Radio Address
September 15, 2001

Good morning. This weekend I am en-
gaged in extensive sessions with members
of my National Security Council, as we plan
a comprehensive assault on terrorism. This
will be a different kind of conflict against
a different kind of enemy.

This is a conflict without battlefields or
beachheads, a conflict with opponents who
believe they are invisible. Yet, they are mis-
taken. They will be exposed, and they will
discover what others in the past have
learned: Those who make war against the
United States have chosen their own de-
struction.

Victory against terrorism will not take
place in a single battle but in a series of
decisive actions against terrorist organiza-
tions and those who harbor and support
them. We are planning a broad and sus-
tained campaign to secure our country and
eradicate the evil of terrorism. And we are
determined to see this conflict through.

But we hope, obviously, that the meas-
ures we take will allow the American econ-
omy to continue on. I urge people to go
to their businesses on Monday. I under-
stand Major League Baseball is going to
start playing again. It is important for
America to get on about its life. But our
Government will be on full alert, and we’ll
be tracing every lead, every potential, to
make sure that the American people are
safe.

Q. How long do you envision

The President. The definition is, whatever
it takes.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:19 a.m. in
the Laurel Cabin. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Americans of every faith and background
are committed to this goal.

Yesterday I visited the site of the de-
struction in New York City and saw an
amazing spirit of sacrifice and patriotism
and defiance. I met with rescuers who have
worked past exhaustion, who cheered for
our country and the great cause we have
entered. In Washington, DC, the political
parties and both Houses of Congress have
shown a remarkable unity, and I'm deeply
grateful. A terrorist attack designed to tear
us apart has instead bound us together as
a nation.

Over the past few days, we have learned
much about American courage, the courage
of firefighters and police officers who suf-
fered so great a loss, the courage of pas-
sengers aboard United 93 who may well
have fought with the hijackers and saved
many lives on the ground.

Now we honor those who died and pre-
pare to respond to these attacks on our
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Nation. I will not settle for a token act.
Our response must be sweeping, sustained,
and effective.

We have much to do and much to ask
of the American people. You will be asked
for your patience, for the conflict will not
be short. You will be asked for resolve,
for the conflict will not be easy. You will
be asked for your strength, because the
course to victory may be long.

In the past week, we have seen the
American people at their very best every-
where in America. Citizens have come to-
gether to pray, to give blood, to fly our
country’s flag. Americans are coming to-
gether to share their grief and gain strength
from one another.

Great tragedy has come to us, and we
are meeting it with the best that is in our
country, with courage and concern for oth-
ers, because this is America. This is who
we are. This is what our enemies hate and
have attacked. And this is why we will pre-
vail.

Thank you for listening.

NoOTE: The address was recorded at 8:55 a.m.
in the Laurel Cabin at Camp David for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on September 15 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks on Arrival at the White House and an Exchange With Reporters

September 16, 2001

The President. Today millions of Ameri-
cans mourned and prayed, and tomorrow
we go back to work. Today people from
all walks of life gave thanks for the heroes;
they mourned the dead; they asked for
God’s good graces on the families who
mourn. And tomorrow the good people of
America go back to their shops, their fields,
American factories, and go back to work.

Our Nation was horrified, but it’s not
going to be terrorized. We're a great na-
tion. We're a nation of resolve. We're a
nation that can’t be cowed by evildoers.

I've got great faith in the American peo-
ple. If the American people had seen what
I have seen in New York City, you'd have
great faith too. You'd have faith in the hard
work of the rescuers. You'd have great faith
because of the desire for people to do
what’s right for America. You'd have great
faith because of the compassion and love
that our fellow Americans are showing each
other in times of need.

I also have faith in our military. And
we have got a job to do. Just like the farm-
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ers and ranchers and businessowners and
factory workers have a job to do, my ad-
ministration has a job to do, and we're
going to do it. We will rid the world of
the evildoers. We will call together free-
dom-loving people to fight terrorism.

And on this day of—on the Lord’s Day,
I say to my fellow Americans: Thank you
for your prayers; thank you for your com-
passion; thank you for your love for one
another. And tomorrow when you get back
to work, work hard like you always have.
But weve been warmed. Weve been
warned there are evil people in this
world—we’ve been warned so vividly—and
we’ll be alert. Your Government is alert.
The Governors and mayors are alert that
evil folks still lurk out there.

As T said yesterday, people have declared
war on America. And they have made a
terrible mistake, because this is a fabulous
country. Our economy will come back.
We'll still be the best farmers and ranchers
in the world. We're still the most innovative
entrepreneurs in the world. On this day
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