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Director of Parks Don Cooley of Alabama; 
James Shivers, superintendent, Oak Moun-

tain State Park; and Ray Scott, founder, Bass 
Anglers Sportsman Society.

Statement on the Announcement of Criminal Indictments for the Khobar 
Towers Bombing 
June 21, 2001

On June 25, 1996, a massive truck bomb 
exploded outside the Khobar Towers apart-
ment complex in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, 
killing 19 American servicemen and injur-
ing 372 other Americans and Saudis. For 
the last 5 years, the Department of Justice 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
have conducted an intensive investigation 
of this deplorable act of terrorism. 

Today the Department of Justice an-
nounced criminal indictments of 14 people, 
13 Saudis and one Lebanese, for conspiring 
and carrying out the bombing of Khobar 
Towers. The Department’s investigation 

into this matter will continue and additional 
charges are possible. 

I applaud the work of the Department 
of Justice and the FBI who have spent 
countless hours pursuing this case. And I 
want to thank the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
for their assistance in this investigation. Fi-
nally, and most important, to the families 
of those who were killed and to those who 
were injured, I want to extend my personal 
sympathy and to assure you that your Gov-
ernment will not forget your loss and will 
continue working, based on the evidence, 
to make sure that justice is done.

Videotaped Remarks in a Tribute to Tommy G. Thompson
June 21, 2001

Well, thank you all very much. I’m hon-
ored to join so many good friends. And 
I’m pleased to help pay tribute to a great 
Governor, a great Cabinet Secretary, and 
a good man, my friend Tommy Thompson. 

Tonight we salute Tommy Thompson for 
his 14 years as Wisconsin’s Governor. For 
almost a decade and a half, Tommy was 
a pioneer. From school choice to health 
care, Tommy was always on the cutting 
edge looking for new ideas, even while 
holding to timeless principles. 

Perhaps his greatest legacies were in 
changing the way the government treats the 
poor and empowering thousands of people 
by replacing their welfare checks with pay-
checks. Not long ago, welfare reform was 
just a dream. Today, thanks in large part 

to Tommy Thompson, welfare reform is the 
law. 

Tommy Thompson is one of the finest 
public servants in America. His commit-
ment is matched by his courage, and his 
diligence is equaled by his devotion. These 
days, Tommy is bringing his commonsense 
leadership and results-oriented approach to 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services. He is leading the way as our ad-
ministration works to promote the health 
and welfare of all Americans through great-
er research, new technologies, and sound 
science. I’m honored to have this good man 
as a part of my team. 

So Tommy, thanks for who you are and 
what you do. You have made a difference 
in the lives of so many people in Wisconsin, 
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