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And I believe we’re on our way. I believe 
we’re on our way to a much better Amer-
ica. We’re great; we can be even greater. 
And it begins by understanding where the 
strength of this country is. The strength 
of this country is in the hearts and souls 
of loving, decent, honorable citizens. 

My job is to call upon the best, and 
it’s my honor to do so. It also starts with 
understanding the awesome responsibilities 
of the collective offices we hold. I’ll never 
forget that I hold the highest office of the 
land and with it comes an awesome respon-
sibility. And I accept it gladly, and I’m not 
going to let you down. 

Thanks for coming. Thanks for having 
me back. I’m honored to have your hospi-
tality. God bless you all, and God bless 
America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. at 
the Barrett Farm. In his remarks, he referred 
to his mother, Barbara Bush; farm co-owners 
Tom and Judy Barrett; Barbara Grassley, 
wife of Senator Charles E. Grassley; Kay 
King, president and founder, Travel World; 
and Speaker of the House Brent Siegrist, 
Iowa General Assembly.

Statement on the Trade Agreement With Vietnam 
June 8, 2001

Free trade and open markets are at the 
foundation of my administration’s efforts to 
promote prosperity and opportunity around 
the world. Our free trade agenda is de-
signed to engage our trading partners at 
the global, regional, and bilateral level and 
to expand economic integration and polit-
ical cooperation. The history of the pre-
vious century teaches us that trade is a 
powerful tool for improving and reforming 
economies and opening up entire societies. 

Today I am sending to the Congress the 
Vietnam bilateral trade agreement, an im-
portant part of my administration’s trade 
agenda. This agreement will increase op-
portunities for U.S. firms by requiring Viet-
nam to dismantle a wide range of trade 
barriers, open its services markets, and pro-
vide comprehensive protection of intellec-
tual property rights. Expanding ties be-
tween the United States and Vietnam will 
continue the historic process of normalizing 
our relations—a process that began during 
the first Bush administration and advanced 
in the Clinton administration with the ne-
gotiation of this agreement. 

This agreement enjoys broad bipartisan 
support in the Congress, including from 
many Members who are Vietnam veterans. 
Enactment of the agreement will provide 
a solid bipartisan foundation for action on 
other trade issues. 

I recently extended the Jackson-Vanik 
waiver for Vietnam for one year, based on 
my belief that Vietnam is making progress 
on liberalizing its emigration statutes. My 
administration will continue to press for im-
provements in Vietnam’s overall record on 
human rights and religious freedom. 

At the dawn of a new millennium, the 
United States stands ready to shoulder its 
leadership role throughout the world. En-
gaging other nations in trade is a vital part 
of U.S. leadership, and it is a key element 
of promoting economic growth at home and 
abroad. I urge the Congress to approve this 
agreement. 

NOTE: The related memorandums of June 
1 and June 8 and the proclamation of June 
8 are listed in Appendix D at the end of this 
volume.
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