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governments and people more free and
hopeful than ever before. This freedom and
these hopes are what the heroes of D-day
fought and died for. And these, in the end,
are the greatest monuments of all to the
sacrifices made that day.

When I go to Europe next week, I will
reaffirm the ties that bind our nations in
a common destiny. These are the ties of
friendship and hard experiences. They have
seen our nations through a World War and
a cold war. Our shared values and experi-
ences must guide us now in our continued
partnership and in leading the peaceful
democratic revolution that continues to this
day.

We have learned that when there is con-
flict in Europe, America is affected and
cannot stand by. We have learned as well,
in the years since the war, that America
gains when Europe is united and peaceful.

Fifty-seven years ago today, America and
the nations of Europe formed a bond that
has never been broken. And all of us in-

curred a debt that can never be repaid.
Today, as America dedicates our D-Day
Memorial, we pray that our country will
always be worthy of the courage that deliv-
ered us from evil and saved the free world.

God bless America, and God bless the
World War II generation.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at
the memorial. In his remarks, he referred to
Gov. James S. Gilmore III, Lt. Gov. John
Hager, and former Attorney General Mark
L. Earley of Virginia; Francois Bujon de
I'Estang, French Ambassador to the United
States; Lacey E. Putney, delegate, Virginia
House of Delegates; Col. David C. Sessions,
USAF, chaplain, 20th Fighter Wing; John
Robert Slaughter, chairman, board of direc-
tors, and Richard B. Burrow, president, Na-
tional D-Day Memorial Foundation; Lucille
Hoback Boggess, whose brothers, Bedford T.
and Raymond Hoback, were killed in Oper-
ation Overlord; and journalist Andy Rooney.
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Over the past several months, my admin-
istration has been reviewing our policy to-
wards North Korea. We have recently dis-
cussed the results of our thinking with our
close allies, South Korea and Japan.

We have now completed our review. I
have directed my national security team to
undertake serious discussions with North
Korea on a broad agenda to include: im-
proved implementation of the Agreed
Framework relating to North Korea’s nu-
clear activities; verifiable constraints on
North Korea’s missile programs and a ban
on its missile exports; and a less threatening
conventional military posture.

We will pursue these discussions in the
context of a comprehensive approach to
North Korea which will seek to encourage
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progress toward North-South reconciliation,
peace on the Korean Peninsula, a construc-
tive relationship with the United States, and
greater stability in the region. These are
the goals South Korean President Kim
Dae-jung and I discussed during his visit
here last March. I look forward to working
with him.

Our approach will offer North Korea the
opportunity to demonstrate the seriousness
of its desire for improved relations. If
North Korea responds affirmatively and
takes appropriate action, we will expand our
efforts to help the North Korean people,
ease sanctions, and take other political
steps.

I have asked Secretary of State Powell
to outline our approach to South Korean
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Foreign Minister Han when they meet to-
morrow here in Washington, and we will
also inform our allies in Japan.

NOTE: The statement referred to Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Trade Han Song-su
of South Korea.

Remarks on Signing the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconciliation

Act of 2001
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Thank you. Sit down. Behave yourself.
You're at the White House. [Laughter]

Laura, thank you very much for being
here on this historic moment. Mr. Vice
President, Secretary O'Neill, Director Dan-
iels, Secretary Evans and Chao are here,
as well. Secretary Abraham, Administrator
Christine Todd Whitman, Members of the
United States Senate, Members of the
House of Representatives, fellow Ameri-
cans, welcome.

Some months ago, in my speech to the
joint session of Congress, I had the honor
of introducing Steven Ramos to the Nation.
Steven is the network administrator for a
school district. His wife, Josefina, teaches
at a charter school. They have a little girl
named Lianna, and theyre trying to save
for Lianna’s college education. High taxes
made saving difficult. Last year they paid
nearly $8,000 in Federal income taxes.
Well, today were beginning to make life
for the Ramos™ a lot easier. Today we start
to return some of the Ramos’ money and
not only their money but the money of
everybody who paid taxes in the United
States of America.

Across the board tax relief does not hap-
pen often in Washington, DC. In fact, since
World War 11, it has happened only twice:
President Kennedy’s tax cut in the sixties
and President Reagan’s tax cuts in the
1980s. And now it’s happening for the third
time, and it’s about time.

A year ago tax relief was said to be a
political impossibility. Six months ago it was
supposed to be a political liability. Today
it becomes reality. It becomes reality be-

cause of the bipartisan leadership of the
Members of the United States Congress,
Members like Bill Thomas of California,
Ralph Hall of Texas, Charles Grassley of
Iowa, Max Baucus of Montana, Zell Miller
of Georgia, John Breaux of Louisiana, Trent
Lott of Mississippi and the entire leader-
ship team in the Senate, and Denny
Hastert of Illinois and the leadership team
in the House of Representatives—some
Democrats, man Republicans—who
worked tirelessly and effectively to produce
this important result.

I also want to pay tribute to the mem-
bers of my administration who worked with
Congress to bring about this day: Vice
President Cheney, Secretary O’'Neill, Direc-
tor Daniels, and the team inside the White
House of Andy Card and Larry Lindsey,
Nick Calio, and their staffs.

With us today are 15 of the many fami-
lies I met as I toured our country making
the case for tax relief—hard-working Amer-
icans. I was able to talk about their stories
and their struggles and their hopes, which
made the case for tax relief much stronger
than my words could possible convey. And
I want to thank you all for coming.

And here at the White House today are
representatives of millions of Americans, in-
cluding labor union members, small-busi-
ness owners, and family farmers. Your per-
sistence and determination helped bring us
to this day. The American people should
be proud of your efforts on their behalf,
and I personally thank you all for coming.

Tax relief is a great achievement for the
American people. Tax relief is the first
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