May 25 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Statement on Congressional Action on Tax Relief Legislation

May 25, 2001

As a result of this landmark tax relief
agreement, the American taxpayers will
have more money in their pockets to save
and invest, and the economy will receive
a much-needed shot in the arm. I com-

mend the Members of the House and Sen-
ate, Republican and Democrat alike, who
made this happen. Tax relief is a center-
piece of our American agenda, and I look
forward to signing it into law.

Message on the Observance of National Missing Children’s Day

May 25, 2001

I am pleased to send greetings to all
those commemorating National Missing
Children’s Day on May 25. This observance
provides an opportunity to honor hard-
working and dedicated law enforcement of-
ficers, celebrate the recovery of missing
children, and draw attention to children
who are still missing.

As we remember the children we have
lost on National Missing Children’s Day,
we renew our resolve and dedication to
reuniting families with their loved ones. I
commend local, state, and Federal law en-
forcement personnel for the important role
they play in missing or exploited children
investigations and searches. Across America,
partnerships between local law enforcement

officers and community groups are helping
to protect our children so that they can
be nurtured in love and live rich, full lives.

The National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children deserves special recogni-
tion for its work to reunite children with
their families. Since 1984, the center has
received more than 1.5 million hotline calls,
provided assistance in the recovery of more
than 55,000 children, and distributed mil-
lions of publications regarding missing and
exploited children. These efforts make a
difference in the lives of countless individ-
uals, and I salute you.

Laura joins me in sending best wishes
on this special occasion.

GEORGE W. BusH

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Achieving Benchmarks
for a Sustainable Peace Process in Bosnia and Herzegovina

May 25, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by the Levin Amendment
to the 1998 Supplemental Appropriations
and Rescissions Act (section 7(b) of Public
Law 105-174) and section 1203(a) of the
Strom Thurmond National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 1999 (Public
Law 105-261), I transmit herewith a report
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on progress made toward achieving bench-
marks for a sustainable peace process in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In July 2000, the fourth semiannual re-
port was sent to the Congress detailing
progress towards achieving the ten bench-
marks that were adopted by the Peace
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Implementation Council and the North At-
lantic Council in order to evaluate imple-
mentation of the Dayton Accords. This fifth
report, which also includes supplemental
reporting as required by section 1203(a) of
Public Law 105-261, provides an updated
assessment of progress on the benchmarks

The President’s Radio Address
May 26, 2001

Good morning. Most Americans are en-
joying a 3-day weekend this Saturday, and
I hope you are enjoying yours. I also hope
you'll find the time to share in our Nation’s
observance of Memorial Day, when we
pause to reflect on the cost of the free
lives we live today.

I will be marking the day with military
veterans gathering at the White House,
who knew and remember the people who
never came back from our Nation’s wars.
I will then go to Arlington National Ceme-
tery to lay a wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknowns. It will be a high honor, and
I will be there on behalf of all the people
of the United States. Later that day I will
join with veterans in Arizona for a com-
memoration and national moment of re-
membrance.

Most of us know war veterans. I had
the privilege of being raised by one. Usu-
ally, they are reticent about their experi-
ences. It is often difficult for them to think
back on those names and faces, on the
ones who never lived to be called veterans.
But on Memorial Day, we accept our obli-
gation to do just that.

We will remember the heroism, the
hardship, the national gain, and personal
loss our wars have brought. America has
been given so much, but of all our assets,
resources, and strengths, none have count-
ed for more than the courage of young
soldiers in the face of battle.

covering the period July 1, 2000, to Feb-
ruary 28, 2001.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
May 25, 2001.

When war has come, the great decisions
were made here at the White House. But
when the orders went out and were re-
ceived half a world away, victory has always
come down to the people flying the planes,
manning the ships, carrying the gun and
the pack. Theyre the ones who have
cleared the seas, crossed the rivers, charged
the hills, and covered the skies. They have
defended us. They have died for us. They
have never disappointed us. We are in their
debt more than a lifetime of Memorial
Days could ever repay. With their sacrifice
comes a duty that will go on through the
generations, to honor them in our thoughts,
in our words, and in our lives.

Every Memorial Day we try to grasp the
extent of this loss and the meaning of this
sacrifice, but it always seems more than
words can convey. In the end, all we can
do is be thankful; all we can do is remem-
ber and always appreciate the price that
was paid for our own lives and our own
freedom.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:40 p.m.
on May 24 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May
26. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 25 but
was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also
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