AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / May 9

exercises these powers with discernment,
courage, and humility. These are commit-
ments not just to philosophy but of char-
acter. My nominees today and in the years
to come will be notable for their distinction
and accomplishments, and all will be excep-
tional for their humanity and their integrity.

With today’s 11 nominees, we continue
a constitutional process that involves all
three branches of Government. For many
weeks now, we have sought and received
advice from Senators of both parties. I now
submit these nominations in good faith,
trusting that good faith will also be ex-
tended by the United States Senate.

Over the years, we have seen how the
confirmation process can be turned to other
ends. We have seen political battles played
out in committee hearings, battles that have
little to do with the merits of the person
sitting before the committee. This is not

good for the Senate, for our courts, or for
the country.

There are today over 100 vacancies on
the Federal courts, causing backlogs, frus-
tration, and delay of justice. I urge Senators
of both parties to rise above the bitterness
of the past, to provide a fair hearing and
a prompt vote to every nominee. That
should be the case for no matter who lives
in this house and no matter who controls
the Senate.

I ask for the return of civility and dignity
to the confirmation process. And with this
distinguished group of nominees awaiting
confirmation, there is no better opportunity
than right now. I congratulate all of you
on your service past and for your service
to come.

God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:43 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on the Budget

May 9, 2001

Today’s bipartisan budget vote in the
House is a victory for fairness and the
American people. I commend Republicans
and Democrats for joining together to pass
a budget framework that will return money
to the taxpayers and provide reasonable

spending increases. The economy continues
to show troubling signs, and we must take
decisive steps, like this vote today, to en-
sure sound fiscal policy. The American peo-
ple can take heart that tax relief is one
important step closer to reality.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Education Reform

Legislation
May 9, 2001

I commend members of the House Edu-
cation and Workforce Committee for taking
the first step toward reforming America’s
education system and making sure no child
is left behind. This legislation includes
monumental reforms that promote real ac-

countability, annual testing, and funding
flexibility. Parents need to know if their
children are making progress, and this leg-
islation meets that priority. I am also
pleased that this bill gives unprecedented
freedom and flexibility to States and local
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school districts to determine the best way
to spend their Federal education dollars.

I urge Members of Congress to continue
building upon our efforts to expand paren-
tal options. I will support amendments on

the House floor that increase parental op-
tions and involvement.

I applaud Chairman John Boehner and
Ranking Minority Member George Miller
for working in a bipartisan way to move
this important piece of legislation forward.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National

Emergency With Respect to Iran
May 9, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national

emergency with respect to Iran that was
declared in Executive Order 12170 of No-
vember 14, 1979.

GEORGE W. BusH

The White House,
May 9, 2001

Remarks Announcing the Nomination of John P. Walters To Be Director
of the Office of National Drug Control Policy

May 10, 2001

The President. Thank you all so very
much for being here. It’'s an honor to see
so many Members of the United States
Congress who are here. Thank you so very
much for coming—and members from both
political parties, members who are dedi-
cated to joining with an administration
which is dedicated to reducing drug abuse
around America. Thank you for being here.

I'm pleased that members of my Cabinet
have joined us: the Attorney General of
the United States, John Ashcroft; the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services,
Tommy Thompson. Thank you all for being
here. Mr. Surgeon General, thank you for
being here, as well, sir. We're honored to
have you here. Also with us is John ]
Dilulio, who is the Director of the Office
of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives.
John is on the leading edge of encouraging
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faith-based programs to become energized
to help people who need help. And John,
thank you so much for being here, as well.

I'm honored to be joined on stage by
five Americans—well, six Americans—five
Americans who won’t speak—l[laughter]—
which is saying something for the first
American I'm going to introduce, William
J. Bennett—[laughter]—he was our Na-
tion’s first drug czar, former Secretary of
Education, a fearless, fearless fighter
against drug abuse; as well as Joe A.
Califano, who has a center on addiction
and substance abuse at Columbia Univer-
sity, former Secretary of Health and Edu-
cation and Welfare under President Jimmy
Carter—as well, like Mr. Bennett, a fearless
advocate for those of us who are dedicated
to reducing drug abuse. Thank you both
for being here.
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