AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Apr. 27

amount of money available for reading pro-
grams all across America.

I'm proud of Mother. She took up the
cause more than a decade ago, and she
didn’t leave it behind in the White House.
Through her efforts and the efforts of all
who have helped the Barbara Bush Foun-
dation, so many lives have been enriched
with new opportunities.

We heard Norma Vargas beautifully de-
scribe the good that has come into her
life since she has found the courage to walk
into that San Jose classroom to begin her
first lesson. Tens of thousands more have
their own stories, stories of people finding
new and better jobs and gaining a new
sense of dignity because now they can read.

And I'm proud that Laura has her own
commitment to education. She was a teach-
er when I met her. In her own way, she

will always be a teacher. She’s the best
kind of teacher, too, the kind who leaves
no one out and believes in the possibilities
of every person.

That’s the spirit of your cause and ours.
I thank each of you for all you have con-
tributed. It will be repaid many times over
in lives of new achievement and lives of
new hope.

Thank you, and God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:04 p.m. at
the Wortham Theater Center. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of former Presi-
dent George Bush, former First Lady Bar-
bara Bush, First Lady Laura Bush, and
former Prime Minister John Major of the
United Kingdom.

Remarks at the Dedication of the Bob Bullock Texas State History

Museum in Austin, Texas
April 27, 2001

Thank you, Governor; and thank you,
Jan, very much for having Laura and me.
We're sure glad to be home. I love my
work; I really do. I love what I'm doing.
But T've got to confess, I miss my friends
in Texas, and it's good to see so many
of my friends here today. It's also good
to be here with members of the Bullock
family and the many whose lives he
touched.

Governor Perry, 1 appreciate the job
youre doing here in Texas. Some of you
may recall that I had mixed feelings about
leaving the Governor’s office, but it was
easier knowing that I was leaving the State
in pretty darn good hands. And when I
decided to leave, I joined the former Gov-
ernors club. I'm your newest member. But
I see three of the members here today,
Governors Briscoe, Smith, and Clements,
and we’re honored by your presence.

And representing the family of the 36th
President is Lucy Baines Johnson. Laura
and I live in your former home, and we
look forward to the day we can welcome
you and your lovely mom back to Wash-
ington.

It's good to be here with the Lieutenant
Governor, and I congratulate him on his
promotion. And of course, my friend the
Speaker—it’s great to see both Nelda and
Pete; we miss you both a lot. I see a lot
of other familiar faces here as well, mem-
bers of the legislature—some of you smil-
ing—/[laughter]—some of those same old
familiar scowls. [Laughter] And it's good
to see a lot of other folks from back in
the days when it seemed like everybody
worked for Bob Bullock.

This is really a fine museum. Laura and
I were honored to be able to tour it. It
is magnificent. Everybody in Texas needs
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to come and see it. And so I want to con-
gratulate the members of the preservation
board; Clay Johnson and Dealey Herndon
and John Nau, who took the idea from
paper to reality. They deserve a lot of cred-
it for their vision.

In the years to come, visitors will take
the tour we have just taken. Theyll view
the exhibits. They’ll come upon the statue
of the 38th Lieutenant Governor of Texas
and see it just as the way we saw it today.
With time passing, fewer visitors will know
Bob Bullock as we knew him, and we’re
the lucky ones.

If you knew him, you were very much
aware of this fact: He had a way of making
himself clear. [Laughter] Nobody ever
came out of a meeting with Bob Bullock
thinking, “Gee, 1 wonder what's on his
mind.” [Laughter] As a result, many of us
knew that Bob didn’t want his name on
this building. Well, that’s just too darn bad.
We have no choice but to overrule him.
You see, to a great building like this, telling
the story of Texas and standing right here
in the center of our State’s capital, the only
name to give it was “Bob Bullock.”

I can’t help thinking how much he would
have loved to hearing “Hail to the Chief”
played here in Austin. Bob seemed to know
my future before I did. He was among
the first people who told me I was going
to be the President, and like always, he
made it sound like an order. [Laughter]
His confidence meant a lot to me, and I've
thought a lot about him when I've sat in
the Oval Office.

Along with his predictions, I always got
some advice from Bob. One of the last
times we talked, he had just seen a picture
of me on a magazine. He took the oxygen
mask off and summoned up some strength
in his frail body, and he said, “You need
to smile more for the cameras.” [Laughter]
I seem to remember a few other occasions
when Bob gave me advice, and I was al-
ways glad he did. Many of his words of
advice can’t be quoted here—[laughter]—
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really only meant for mature audiences.
[Laughter]

We all remember Bob’s gift for a colorful
image and the fragrant phrase. But we re-
member the advice, too, because there was
wisdom in it. He spoke with experience
and with conviction and authority.

In 1994 people warned me about him
before I even got to Austin. We were men
of different backgrounds and of different
political parties, both elected to high offices
in our State. He was the one who had
been around. I recognized that early. He
had the kind of influence you don’t get
with a title. And no Governor, and certainly
no new Governor, had anything to teach
him about getting anything done.

We know how it turned out. We know
there was a record of shared accomplish-
ment and a record of shared credit, as well.
Yet, it all could have worked out dif-
ferently. It could have been much different.
Had he chosen to, Bob—and for that mat-
ter, Pete Laney—could have prevented tax
reform or legal reform or education reform.
In the Constitution, I could stop legislation
with a veto. In the capital, Bob Bullock
could stop it with a phone call.

But when he exercised power, it was on
principle. He was a Democrat and a loyal
one. He was a politician and a skilled one.
He was a competitor and a tough one.
When I met Bob Bullock, he was set in
his ways. Bob Bullock had decided on his
priorities. He was an American, a Texan,
and a Democrat, in that order. He decided
things on merits. He took his responsibil-
ities as seriously as his power, and that’s
what made him an essential ally, a great
public servant, and a towering figure to all
who knew him.

In Texas, we have a tradition of straight
talk and fair dealing, and Bob Bullock em-
bodied that. In the last 97 days, I've done
my best to take the values I learned here
in Texas to the debates in Washington. And
there’s a way yet to go, but I think we're
making some progress. The tone is more
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civil; the respect is more widespread. I
think Bob Bullock would be pleased.

Something about politics in this State—
in every generation, a figure comes along
who just seems larger than life, and I'm
sure they’ll keep coming. But he was ours,
Bob Bullock, and well always remember
him. He’s been called the last of a breed,
and it’s true that politics has changed. Let’s
just hope it doesn’t change too much. We'll
always need his kind of strength and tough-
ness and shrewd wisdom. These were the
outward qualities of a man who had more
kindness and gentleness than he would ever
admit. And that's why we miss him so
much, not just because he was a character
but because he was a charming, loving, and
loyal friend.

Twenty-two months ago, we stood in the
rain and said goodbye to Bob Bullock.
Today, under a warm Texas sky, we're all

The President’s Radio Address
April 28, 2001

Good morning. You have probably seen
the newspaper and television stories antici-
pating the 100th day of my administration.
Ever since Franklin Roosevelt’s time, the
100th day has been a media marker. But
what we are marking is not 100 days of
my Presidency; it is 100 days of Congress
and the President working together for the
American people.

What have we accomplished so far? I
think we’re making progress toward chang-
ing the tone in Washington. There’s less
name-calling and finger-pointing. We're
sharing credit. We are learning we can
make our points without making enemies.
Bitterness and divisiveness in Washington
poison the mood of the whole country. On
the other hand, a culture of respect and
results in Washington can change the mood
of the country for the better.

here again to point with pride to a new
building and the fine name upon it. It’s
a happy moment for us who knew him,
a day to reunite, a day to offer thanks,
and a day to smile for the cameras.

God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:25 p.m.
outside the museum. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Rick Perry and former Gov-
ernors Dolph Briscoe, Preston Smith, and
William P. Clements, Jr., of Texas; Jan Bul-
lock, widow of Bob Bullock; Lucy Baines
Johnson, daughter of Lady Bird Johnson and
President Lyndon B. Johnson; Lt. Gov. Bill
Ratliff of Texas; Speaker of the Texas House
of Representatives James E. “Pete” Laney
and his wife, Nelda; and Clay Johnson,
Dealey Herndon, and John Nau, members,
Museum Advisory Committee.

We're also moving ahead with an impor-
tant legislative agenda. There were some
last summer who said there’s no way any-
one could possibly get a tax relief plan
through the Congress. Yet the House and
the Senate have now both endorsed signifi-
cant tax relief and are headed toward a
final vote.

Tax relief is an important principle. The
Federal Government is taking more money
than it needs out of the pockets of the
people, and we need to return some. Yet
tax relief is also an important part of our
economic strategy. It will accelerate our
economic growth and create more jobs and
more opportunity. This has nothing to do
with me or my political party. It has every-
thing to do with what is right for the coun-
try

The Senate committee responsible for
education voted 20 to nothing in favor of
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