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And for me, certainly, this connectivity
agenda that will share the benefits of that
new technology to small societies is an ex-
citing opportunity that the Caribbean surely
will not miss out on.

Prime Minister Chretien. Thank you very
much, Prime Ministers. So this concludes
the press conference. There will be another
one in a few minutes by the officials of—
representative of the regional banks and the
World Bank and the political organization
of the Americas.

Thank you very much. See you next time.

NoTE: The President’s news conference
began at 1:40 p.m. at the Quebec Convention
Center. In his remarks, President Bush re-

North American Leaders’ Statement
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We met today in Quebec City for the
first time as leaders of the three countries
making up North America. We have come
together as leaders of Canada, Mexico, and
the United States, North American neigh-
bors who share common values and inter-
ests. The ties that link us—human, social,
cultural, and economic—are becoming
stronger. Fully realizing the tremendous
potential of North America is a goal we
all share.

Increased trade and investment are cor-
nerstones of a vibrant, expanding and more
comprehensive North American Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) since 1994 in bring-
ing about a truly remarkable expansion of
trade and investment among our countries.
NAFTA has eliminated many barriers to
trade, led to the elaboration of clear rules
of commerce, and established effective pro-
cedures for the resolution of disputes. We
will build on this progress by completing
NAFTA implementation and by identifying
ways in which NAFTA can ensure a more
predictable framework for the further de-

ferred to Prime Minister Javier Perez de
Cuellar of Peru and President Jorge Batlle
of Uruguay. President Pastrana referred to
ATPA, the Andean Trade Preference Act. A
reporter referred to FTAA, the Free Trade
Area of the Americas; OECD, the Organiza-
tion for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment; and IDB, the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank. President Flores Perez’s re-
marks were in Spanish, and they were trans-
lated by an interpreter. A portion of Presi-
dent Pastrana’s remarks were in Spanish, and
a portion of Prime Minister Chretien’s re-
marks were in French, and both were trans-
lated by an interpreter. Portions of this news
conference could not be verified because the
tape was incomplete.

velopment of trade and investment within
North America. We will work to deepen
a sense of community, promote our mutual
economic interest, and ensure that
NAFTA’s benefits extend to all regions and
social sectors. Our governments will de-
velop ideas on how we can work together
to develop and expand hemispheric and
global trade and promote broader inter-
national cooperation.

We consulted on the development of a
North American approach to the important
issue of energy markets. Towards this end,
our Energy Ministers have created a North
American Energy Working Group. This
technical-level forum will be a valuable
means of fostering communication and co-
ordinating efforts in support of efficient
North American energy markets that help
our governments meet the energy needs
of our peoples. We stressed the importance
of energy conservation, development of al-
ternative energy sources, and our common
commitment to addressing environmental
impacts of energy use.
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Migration is one of the major ties that
bind our societies, with migrants making
significant cultural and economic contribu-
tions. It is important that our policies re-
flect our values and needs, and that we
achieve progress in dealing with this phe-
nomenon. We are committed to ensuring
dignified, humane treatment with appro-
priate legal protections, and defense of
human rights for migrants. We will
strengthen mechanisms for trilateral co-
operation to address the legitimate needs
of migrants and take effective measures
against trafficking in human beings and mi-
grant smuggling.

We reviewed the extensive cooperation
underway among our three governments in
areas as diverse as transportation, commu-
nications, health, justice, agriculture, and
border issues. We discussed the growing
links among citizens in our three countries

and new partnerships in business, employ-
ment, education, travel, culture, and joint
research.

These patterns of cooperation—by gov-
ernments, business, and other members of
civil society—are building a new sense of
Community among us. Our governments
will review the trends, challenges, and op-
portunities facing North America at the
dawn of a new century, and examine op-
tions to further strengthen our North
American partnership. Conscious of the
challenges we face but convinced of the
need to seize the unprecedented opportuni-
ties before us, we encourage broad reflec-
tion in our societies on ways to advance
the trilateral relationship.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Remarks to the American Embassy Community in Quebec City

April 22, 2001

Thank you. I used to call him Governor;
I now call him Ambassador; I'll always call
him friend. I appreciate you very much,
Ambassador, and it’s great to see your
beautiful bride here, too.

I first want to say something about your
immediate boss; that's the Secretary of
State. As youre going to find out, he is
a man who respects the job you do, a man
who loves his country, a man who is going
to be a fabulous Secretary of State for
America. And I think the other three Cabi-
net Secretaries who are up here might do
a pretty good job, too. [Laughter]

We've had a very interesting stay here
in Quebec City. It turns out that Quebec
City has now hosted three history-making
summits. The first two in 1943 and 1944
involved only three world leaders. There-
fore, they had it in one hotel. [Laughter]
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This one was a little more complex, it turns
out. [Laughter]

When I see how much work it is to
organize a Presidential visit, it surprises me
sometimes that I'm welcome anywhere.
[Laughter] And so, I want to thank you
very much for the job the U.S. Mission
did in preparing for our arrival, not only
making sure that the arrival was well pre-
pared, that when we're here, that it went
smoothly. And it did, and you’re to be con-
gratulated.

We have no more important bilateral re-
lationship than that with Canada. It's true
the relationship doesn’t always make the
headlines in the United States. That’s a
good sign. [Laughter] Generally, when we
make the news, it’s because there is a dys-
functional relationship at hand. It shows
what a good job you all are doing at relay-
ing our priority to your fellow folks in the
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