AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Apr. 19 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Remarks Announcing Support for the Stockholm Convention on Persistent

Organic Pollutants
April 19, 2001

Thank you all for coming. Secretary
Powell and Administrator Whitman and 1
are pleased to make an announcement on
the Stockholm Convention on Persistent
Organic  Pollutants. This international
agreement would restrict the use of 12 dan-
gerous chemicals—POPs, as they are
known, or the “dirty dozen.” Negotiations
were begun by the previous administration,
and this treaty achieves a goal shared by
this administration. I'm pleased to an-
nounce my support for the treaty and the
intention of our Government to sign and
submit it for approval by the United States
Senate.

This convention is significant in several
respects. First, concerns over the hazards
of PCBs, DDT, and the other toxic chemi-
cals covered by the agreement are based
on solid scientific information. These pol-
lutants are linked to developmental defects,
cancer, and other grave problems in hu-
mans and animals. The risks are great, and
the need for action is clear. We must work
to eliminate or at least to severely restrict
the release of these toxins without delay.

Second, this agreement addresses a glob-
al environmental problem. These chemicals
respect no boundaries and can harm Ameri-
cans even when released abroad.

Third, this treaty takes into account the
understandable concerns of less-developed

nations. When these chemicals are used,
they pose a health and environmental
threat, no matter where in the world
they’re allowed to spread. But some nations
with fewer resources have a harder time
addressing these threats, and this treaty
promises to lend them a hand.

And finally, this treaty shows the possi-
bilities for cooperation among all parties
to our environmental debates. Developed
nations cooperated with less-developed na-
tions. Businesses cooperated with environ-
mental groups. And now, a Republican ad-
ministration will continue and complete the
work of a Democratic administration.

This is the way environmental policy
should work. And I want to thank the
United States delegation and all who
helped negotiate this important treaty. And
after our remarks here, we would like to
welcome you in the Oval Office so I can
thank you personally.

Mr. Secretary.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Sec-
retary of State Colin L. Powell and Environ-
mental Protection Agency Administrator
Christine Todd Whitman.
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Members of Congress, members of my
Cabinet, Ambassador Ivry, Elie Wiesel,
Benjamin Meed and other survivors, Rabbi
Greenberg and Dr. Mandel, ladies and gen-
tlemen: Laura and I thank you for asking
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us to join you on this Day of Remem-
brance.

Some days are set aside to recall the
great and hopeful moments of human expe-
rience. Other days, like today, we turn our
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