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remarks in Spanish, and the translation was
provided in the transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary.

Statement on Environmental Protection Agency Action To Combat

Lead Poisoning

April 17, 2001

I support Administrator Whitman’s deci-
sion to implement a rule to significantly
expand and disclose the information avail-
able to the public about the presence of
lead and lead emissions in their commu-
nities.

Lead is a persistent and highly toxic sub-
stance that can cause a range of environ-
mental and health problems. It has an es-
pecially harmful impact on the health of
children and infants. And it is found too
often in some of America’s older, poorer
communities. Under this new rule, workers,
consumers, and communities will be pro-

vided crucial information about the pres-
ence of this toxic substance.

To assist in complying with this rule, I
have asked Administrator Whitman to pro-
vide technical assistance to affected small
businesses to help them prepare their first
reports.

This is an important and responsible ap-
proach that will protect American families
and our environment from unnecessary ex-
posure to lead. My administration will con-
tinue to support and promote efforts based
on sound science to clean our air, water,

and land.

Remarks at Central Connecticut State University in New Britain,

Connecticut
Apn‘l 18, 2001

Thank you all. Thank you very much for
that warm welcome. Governor, it's good to
see you again. On the way in, he heard
I was going to get an honorary degree in
law, and he said, “Does that make you a
lawyer?” [Laughter] 1 said, “Nope.” But it’s
such an honor to receive such a degree.
I want to thank the chairman, I want to
thank Dick Judd, and I want to thank all
the folks here at Central for working so
hard to make our visit a great visit.

I love your Governor. It seems like the
people of Connecticut do, too. And like
me, he married well. [Laughter] It's an
honor to be here with the first lady of
the State of Connecticut.
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Sorry Laura is not with me today. She’s
doing a great job as the First Lady. I'm
really proud of her. I'm proud of the fact
that she’s got her priorities straight: her
faith and her family, her country, and
teachers. She’s spending a lot of time not
only promoting literacy, but she’s going to
spend a lot of time encouraging people to
become teachers, to saying to folks that
are young and old alike, “If you can, get
in the classroom. It makes a huge dif-
ference.”

And so, for the teachers who are here,
we thank you from the bottom of our heart
for being teachers. And for the young who
are trying to figure out what theyre going
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