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some pretty good progress. I saw a good 
Democrat Senator out of Georgia the other 
day. Max Cleland said that he is interested 
in—when he comes back—interested in 
supporting the $1.6 trillion plan. I think 
that’s what he said. It certainly sounded 
like it to me. [Laughter] And that’s a good 
sign. I appreciate the Senator going home 
and listening to the people. 

You see, I think we’ve finally made the 
case that we can meet the obligations of 
the Federal Government, that we don’t 
have to grow at 8 percent in order to meet 
obligations. We’ve also made the case that 
sending money back to the people is impor-
tant for our economy and important for 
the American Dream. And I want to thank 
your help for it. 

I want to invite all Americans to take 
a look at the budget plan themselves. 
You can order the little book by calling 
202–512–1800, and ask for the Citizen’s 
Guide to the Federal Budget. Or you 
can download it for free at 
www.whitehouse.government. 

It’s important for you to follow your Gov-
ernment closely. It’s important for you to 

not let the filter decide what’s reality and 
what’s not reality. It’s important to get the 
facts. And it’s always important to under-
stand that tax relief will stimulate creativity 
and enterprise for individual Americans. 

I firmly believe tax relief means a better 
life in a more prosperous America. So let 
the Members of Congress know when they 
come back that you’re watching, that you 
care for what they do because it will affect 
your life in a positive way. 

I can’t thank you all enough for your 
support, and I can’t thank you enough for 
letting me come by and make my case. 

God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in 
the Hall of Flags at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. In his remarks, he referred to 
Kelly N. Stanley, chairman, and Thomas J. 
Donohue, president and chief executive offi-
cer, U.S. Chamber of Commerce; Tommy 
and Sharen Winfield’s children, Joy and Tif-
fany Winfield and Ager Hilson; and Kelly and 
Pam Blake’s children, Jeremy and Jared.
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President Bush. I’m very honored to wel-
come the President of Chile here to the 
Oval Office. Chile is a remarkable country. 
It’s a country that is a strong democracy, 
that has shown people in this hemisphere 
the importance of rule of law. I look for-
ward to renewing a friendship with the 
President. 

I also look forward to talking about free 
trade. I’m confident that by the time this 
year is over we will conclude a free trade 
agreement with Chile. It’s in our Nation’s 
best interest to do so. 

And finally, I think some Members of 
Congress could take a good—could take 
some lessons from Chile, particularly when 
it comes to how to run our pension plans. 
Our Social Security system needs to be 
modernized, Mr. President, and I look for-
ward to getting some suggestions as to how 
to do so, since you have done so, so well. 

But anyway, I welcome you to our coun-
try. And thank you very much for being 
here. 

President Lagos. I would like to take this 
opportunity, and I would like to say that 
I agree with the President that our team 
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has to work hard, very hard, in order to 
be able to conclude an agreement by the 
end of the year. And this is so, I’m sure, 
that the shared investment in our countries 
are going to increase for the benefit of 
our population in order to give equal op-
portunities to everybody. 

We have common shares and common 
goals, not only common interests but com-
mon shares and values with the U.S., in 
democracy, respect to human rights, a mar-
ket economy. And we are trying to do the 
best to have equal opportunities for every-
body. And I think that these are the major 
goals for your administration, our adminis-
tration. And we have to work in that direc-
tion. I’m sure that the trade agreement, 
if we are able to conclude, is going to be 
important to go in this direction. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. 
Q. Mr. President, thank you, sir. 
President Bush. The ground rules are, 

a question from the American side and 
then a question from the Chilean side. 

Trade Promotion Authority 
Q. Sir, last August, when you were a 

candidate, you said in Miami that when 
the next President sits at the American 
Summit, other nations must know that fast-
track trade authority is on the way. Why 
are you going to Quebec with no promise 
of fast-track authority, and are you willing 
to compromise with Democrats to get it? 

President Bush. Well, I’d certainly like 
to have what they call fast-track authority. 
It would—most Presidents have had it. It’s 
important for the President to fight for the 
right to be able to negotiate trade agree-
ments without amendment. I believe we’re 
making progress toward regaining that 
power for the President. 

In the meantime, we can negotiate a bi-
lateral treaty with Chile. It’s a separate 
issue. I’m confident we can get it done, 
Mr. President. Ambassador Zoellick is here. 
Ambassador Zoellick and the rest of my 

administration are committed to not only 
having a good trade agreement with Chile, 
but also giving the President the trade pro-
motion authority. And we’ll discuss ways 
to get it out of the Congress when the 
Congress gets back. 

I had a meeting with the leadership on 
both sides of the aisle to talk about trade 
promotion authority. I believe we can get—
I believe we can get it done. It’s going 
to require a lot of hard work and effort 
to do so. 

Q. Are you willing to compromise to do 
it, sir? 

President Bush. See, what happens here 
in American politics, Mr. President, is peo-
ple are always trying to get me to put my 
cards on the table. [Laughter] 

President Lagos. That’s the same down 
there, you know. [Laughter] 

President Bush. That happens in Chile, 
too? [Laughter] 

Arms Sales to Chile 
Q. Mr. President, Chile is looking to buy 

F–16 planes to the United States, to mod-
ernize their army. What do you think of 
the sales of sophisticated arms to Latin 
America? Are you willing to support the 
requests of Chile? 

President Bush. I’m willing to discuss this 
matter with the President. I look forward 
to this being on the agenda that we’re 
about to have. And we will listen to any 
request that our friends in our hemisphere 
make. I will tell you this, I am confident 
that Chile is a peaceful nation. I’m con-
fident that they’re a democracy that’s—that 
intends to make the world more peaceful. 
And that’s a good place to begin our discus-
sion. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:55 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. A tape 
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.
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