AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Apr. 2

collision. Our aircraft made an emergency
landing at an airfield on China’s Hainan
Island.

We have been in contact with the Chi-
nese Government about this incident since
Saturday night. From our own information,
we know that the United States naval plane
landed safely. Our Embassy in Beijing has
been told by the Chinese Government that
all 24 crewmembers are safe.

Our priorities are the prompt and safe
return of the crew and the return of the
aircraft without further damaging or tam-
pering. The first step should be immediate
access by our Embassy personnel to our
crewmembers. I am troubled by the lack
of a timely Chinese response to our request
for this access. Our Embassy officials are
on the ground and prepared to visit the
crew and aircraft as soon as the Chinese

Government allows them to do so, and I
call on the Chinese Government to grant
this access promptly.

Failure of the Chinese Government to
react promptly to our request is incon-
sistent with standard diplomatic practice
and with the expressed desire of both our
countries for better relations.

Finally, we have offered to provide
search and rescue assistance to help the
Chinese Government locate its missing air-
craft and pilot. Our military stands ready
to help.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:38 a.m. on
the South Grounds at the White House. In
his remarks, he referred to Chinese pilot
Wang Wei.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt

and an Exchange With Reporters
April 2, 2001

President Bush. I'm going to start off
with a statement; the President will make
a statement. We'll have two questions from
the American press, two questions from the
Egyptian press, and then you’ll be asked
to leave in a prompt fashion. [Laughter]

Of course, it is my honor to welcome
the President of Egypt here to the Oval
Office. T had the honor of meeting the
President a couple of years ago. I found
him to be an engaging, charming, strong
leader then; my opinion hasnt changed
after our good, frank discussion today.

We're friends. We will remain friends.
And we will work together to bring peace
to the Middle East, and we’ll work together
to try to convince all parties involved to
lay down their arms, so there would be
less violence. I'm also committed to work-
ing with the President on relations—eco-

nomic relations that will be to the advan-
tage of both our countries.

And so it is my high honor to welcome
President Mubarak here to the Oval Office
and to the United States.

Mr. President.

President Mubarak. Thank you. I'm so
pleased to come here for the first time
to meet with my friend President Bush in
the Oval Office. He’s a friend. I know him
some time ago. And I'm very keen to work
with him on all issues concerning the Mid-
dle East, especially the Middle East prob-
lem.

We are working very hard, and we are
going to cooperate very hard in the direc-
tion of peace because our main concern
is peace and stability in the area of the
Middle East, which is in the interest of
the United States, of Egypt, Jordan, and
all countries in the area. We are going to
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do our best; we are going to cooperate
with the main players, with the United
States. And I have great hopes that Presi-
dent Bush will do the maximum effort of
that so as to reach—lessening the tension
and resume negotiations, which is vitally
important.

U.S. Navy Aircraft Incident

Q. Mr. President, on China, do you con-
sider the American service personnel hos-
tages? And secondly, is it true that the Chi-
nese have already boarded our Navy spy
plane, and how do you react to that?

President Bush. My reaction is, is that
the Chinese must promptly allow us to have
contact with the 24 air men and women
that are there and return our plane to us
without any further tampering. I sent a very
clear message, and I expect them to heed
the message.

Q. Have they boarded the plane, sir?

President Bush. My message stands for
itself.

Q. Will you be more involved, sir

Q. The Middle East situation is deterio-
rating

President Bush. Yes, ma’am.

Q. Actually, sir, I had another question,
altogether, but the point is

President Bush. Did Gregory [David
Gregory, NBC News] steal your question?
That’s very inhospitable of you. [Laughter]

Middle East

Q. The Middle East situation, sir, is de-
teriorating day by day. The press is specu-
lating the American administration is dis-
engaging itself from the area. Can the Mid-
dle East afford this vacuum by the absence
of an active American role? And have you
formulated a new approach, if any?

And President Mubarak, please comment
afterwards.

President Bush. Well, we're very engaged
in the Middle East and will remain so. As
a matter of fact, the Secretary of State has
been involved on the telephone this morn-
ing with Prime Minister Sharon. I have had
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numerous telephone conversations with
leaders in the Middle East. T'll continue
to be actively engaged at promoting a
peaceful resolution of the issue. After all,
most of our conversation today was talking
about how to bring peace in the Middle
East.

I understand that we can facilitate peace.
We can’t force a peace. And we will use
our prestige and influence as best we can
to facilitate a peace. Part of it is to build
a strong foundation for peace in the Middle
East. It's important for us to build strong
relationships with countries such as Egypt
and Jordan and other countries in the Mid-
dle East who have got a stake in peace.
But we will remain very actively engaged,
and hopefully, there will be positive results.

It is very important for people to realize
that the United States will not set a time-
table that meets our specific needs. The
only lasting peace is one in which the par-
ties involved come to the table. And the
role for strong countries like ourselves and
Egypt is to encourage, first, the violence
to end and, secondly, for discussions to
begin again. And I'm very optimistic and
hopeful that we’ll be able to achieve that.

Q. Mr. President——

Q. Mr. President, your comments

Q. A comment from President Muba-
rak

President Bush. Hold on. AP man. AP
man. Excuse me. Oh, sorry.

President Mubarak. 1 think the President
told you everything about that. He is com-
mitted to work for peace. We are not going
to impose any solution on the parties. We
are going to facilitate the situation so that
they can sit together, negotiate, and we will
help them to reach a final conclusion for
peace, because all of us need stability in
the area.

Q. The U.S.-Egypt relation is bigger than
just the peace

President Bush. Of course.

Q. Is that true?
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President Bush. Oh, absolutely. The U.S.-
Egyptian relation is about economic com-
merce; it’s about cultural exchanges. Abso-
lutely. But one of the key things is that
we can use our historic relationship to work
together to bring peace in the Middle East.
It’s an important part of our relationship,
but not the only important part.

U.S. Navy Aircraft Incident

Q. Mr. President, do you see this acci-
dent as a provocation on the part of China
or a true accident? And what will it do
to U.S.-Chinese relationships, especially
your decision on selling arms to Taiwan?

President Bush. Well, I made a very clear
statement about how I viewed the incident.
It is clear that we had a plane flying in
international—over international waters that
was damaged. It landed, and we expect
there to be contact, as soon as possible,
with our crewmembers. And we expect that
plane to be returned to us.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon of Israel. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks to the National Restaurant Association

April 2, 2001

Well, Denise, thank you very much for
your kind introduction and your leadership.
I'm honored to be here, and I'm glad you
all are here, as well. I'm so pleased with
the strong support that my budget and tax
relief plan has received from the restaurant
folks all across America. It means a lot.
A lot of Members of Congress and Mem-
bers of the United States Senate eat in
your establishments, so it’s a pretty good
place to start the lobbying process. [Laugh-
ter]

First, I want to describe a little bit about
the budget I submitted. It’s created some
heartburn in Washington because the in-
crease in discretionary spending wasn’t as
large as some would like to see it.

In the past, during the last fiscal year,
the last year that affected this fiscal year,
the discretionary spending in our budget
went up by 8 percent. Now, that’s a lot.
It’s a lot when you're talking in terms of
billions of dollars. It's a lot when youre
trying to preserve money for Social Secu-
rity. It’s a lot when you're worried about
the state of our economy. It's too much—
the increase was way too much. It's almost

as if there was a bidding contest to deter-
mine who got out of town first.

And so, we came to town with a new
attitude that said, we can meet priorities
if we control discretionary spending. We
can meet priorities; we can pay down debt
if we control discretionary spending. We
can meet priorities, pay down debt, set
aside money for contingency, and send
back money to the people who pay the
bills if we control discretionary spending.

And so, I submitted a budget to the
United States Congress, which passed the
House—it’s going to be voted on in the
Senate—that limits discretionary spending
to 4 percent. Now, for some who don’t
pay attention to all this process, 4 percent
sounds like a little bit. But it is—and it
is, compared to what happened during the
last budget negotiations. But I want to re-
mind you, it’s greater than the rate of infla-
tion. It’s greater than maybe some of the
pay raises that youre giving the folks that
work for you. It’s a pretty healthy chunk
of money. It’s a big increase.
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